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“Then came the big day when we marched into Germany - 
right through the Siegfried Line.”, ca. 1945. Retrieved from the 
National Archives’ Records of the Office of war Information 1926 
- 1951 Collection. 
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ABOUT THIS BOOK

The following pages offer a brief biography of First Lieutenant James Edward Robinson, Jr. 
World War II Veteran and recipient of the Medal of Honor. 

The Institute for the Study of War and Democracy has reconstructed his story from his 
Military Personnel File, papers provided  by his daughter Dolores, and various other 
sources cited in Sources at the end of this book. 

In 1973 a fire destroyed millions of military records at the National Archives and Records 
Administration in Saint Louis, Missouri.  Most of those records have been lost forever; 
however, some of the records have undergone extensive reconstruction. They are not 
perfect, but they do provide a great amount of information. In the case of James Robinson 
his file of 240 pages was burned severely in the fire.  It has been reconstructed and the file 
which remains has scorched marks, water stains, and partial pages. It is not perfect and 
thus telling the story of James Robinson has been difficult at times; however, what we do 
have of the file is very rewarding and provided valuable information.

At 240 pages the Military Personnel File of Lieutenant Robinson, is a rich file and makes 
it possible to determine a lot of his activity from the time he joined the Texas National 
Guard until he was killed in action on April 6, 1945, in Germany.  A valuable source 
pertaining to the events of April 6, 1945 are the two written reports provided by TSgt 
William Brown and Captain John Fralish recommending James Robinson for the Medal 
of Honor. Each report corroborates the other and describes in detail the fateful events of 
April 6, 1945. Both reports can be found in the Appendix of this book. 
 
Dolores, the daughter of James, has contributed significantly to the development of this 
book.  She has provided numerous documents, pictures, military reports and letters.  
Without her contribution significant gaps would have appeared in the story.

There are a few minor gaps that exist in the record. For example, we don’t have a full 
account of the time James spent at Camp Van Dorn. We are not sure where he attended 
basic training, and we have no record of his time at Camp Shanks waiting to ship out to 
Europe.  However, these are minor details in portraying the overall story. 

We are confident that the following pages provide an accurate and thorough story of 
Lieutenant James Edward Robinson, Jr. and the years he spent in World War II.
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Medal of Honor

The Medal of Honor is the most 
prestigious award that can be awarded 
to a member of the United States 
military.  The award is given to those 
who have distinguished themselves by 
acts of heroism in the face of extreme 
danger. Individuals awarded the Medal 
of Honor usually have sacrificed their 
life.  Since the medal is awarded 
posthumously, it is presented to the 
next of kin.  The medal is normally 
awarded by the President of the United 
States at a ceremony in Washington 
D.C. The medal is presented in the 
name of Congress, so it is occasionally 
referred to as the “Congressional 
Medal of Honor.”  

As of the beginning of 2018 there 
had been 3522 Medals of Honor 
awarded to the countries servicemen 
and women. There were 472 Medals 
awarded during World War II. 

Picture: Medal of Honor. [Between 
1941 and 1945] Retrieved from the 
Library of Congress.
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JAMES EDWARD ROBINSON, JR.
IN BRIEF 

BORN:	 		  July 10, 1919				  
			   Toledo, Ohio

PARENTS: 		  James E. and
			   Dolores Robinson

HIGH SCHOOL:		  Waco High School, 			 
 			   Waco, Texas

ENLISTED:		  June 2, 1939	

MILITARY		  Officer Candidate School, 	
TRAINING:		  Field Artillery
			   Fort Sill, Oklahoma	  
			   Officers Battery Executive 		
			   Course, Fort Sill, Oklahoma
	
UNIT:	�		   63rd Infantry, 253rd Regiment,
			   861st Field Artillery Battalion,
			   Battery A

RANK:			   First Lieutenant

CAMPAIGNS:		  Rhineland, Central Europe

KILLED IN ACTION:	 April 6, 1945, near
			   the Village of Kressbach, 
			   Germany

MARRIED:		  Vina Elizabeth Crawson
			 
CHILDREN:		  Dolores Robinson

BURIED:		  National Cemetery at Fort 		
			   Sam Houston, San Antonio, 	
			   Texas

James Edward Robinson, Jr. – Courtesy of 
Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

CITATIONS:

*Medal of Honor
*Bronze Star with Oak-Leaf Cluster
*Purple Heart
*Good Conduct Medal
*American Defense Service Medal
*American Campaign Medal
*World War II Victory Medal
*French Croix de Guerre with Silver Star
*European African Middle Eastern Campaign 		
  Medal



SOLDIER DOSSIER  |  THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM6

EARLY LIFE 

Waco is situated alongside the Brazos River, about 100 
miles south of Dallas. It was founded in 1849, near a Texas 
Ranger post. After the Civil War it became instrumental 
as a place to cross the Brazos River for cattle drives.  The 
railroad came through Waco in 1881 and this helped to 
stimulate economic growth. When the Robinsons moved 
to Waco, it was a town with a population of close to 53,000 
residents. James was eight at the time. He attended school 
and worked his first job in Waco.

After attending Waco Elementary and South Jr. High 
School, James enrolled in Waco High School. Located on 
Columbus Avenue, the Waco High Tigers had one of the 
best sports programs in the United States. During his high 
school years James played football and baseball. On his 
Personal Placement Questionnaire completed when he 
joined the Army, James stated he excelled in basketball. In 
1937 James graduated from Waco High School.

James Edward Robinson, Jr. was born July 10, 1919, in 
Toledo, Ohio. His father, James E. Robinson, was born in 
Somersworth, New Hampshire in 1882, and his mother, 
Dolores Freckleton was born in Australia in 1889. Dolores 
migrated to the United States in 1907 and became a 
citizen in 1909. Dolores and James were married in 
Lowell, Massachusetts, on November 27, 1909. In addition 
to James, there were two daughters: Louise born in 
Massachusetts in 1911, and Irene born in Connecticut in 
1912. Sometime after 1912 James and Dolores packed up 
their belongings and along with their two young daughters 
moved to Toledo, Ohio. It was there James Jr. was born. 
The senior Robinson did well for himself. The 1920 census 
shows he owned his own home and worked in a garage 
which he owned. 

Toledo, Ohio is located in the northwestern part of Ohio 
and settlement in this area took place after Ohio became 
a state. With the opening of the Erie Canal in 1845 the 
town became a growing seaport. Industry and commerce 
flourished in the area. By 1920 Toledo had a population 
of 243,000 residents. When the Great Depression swept 
the country, Toledo was caught up in the loss of industrial 
productivity and high unemployment. This may have 
been one of the influences which led the Robinson family 
to leave Toledo and move to Texas. They initially lived in 
Mexia, Texas. However, with a population of 3,500, the city 
had little to offer. In 1927 James packed up his family once 
more and moved to Waco, Texas. 

Lucas County Court House, Toldeo, Ohio. , ca. 1923. Retrieved 
from the Library of Congress.

Above: Young James Robinson. 
Right: Irene, Louise and Jimmy. 
Below: The Robinson family in 
the 1920s.
Images courtesy of Dolores 
Milhous, daughter of James 
Robinson.
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ENLISTMENT IN THE U.S. ARMY

One day after he was discharged from the National Guard, 
on June 2, 1939 in Dallas, Texas, James enlisted in the 
Regular Army. He listed his mother, Dolores, as his nearest 
relative. He was assigned to the 15th Field Artillery and 
sent to Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas.  Located 
175 miles from Waco, James was close enough to make the 
occasional trip back home to visit family and friends.

Fort Sam Houston during World War II was a major 
military installation and continues to play a major role 
in the military today.  The United States first established 
a military presence in this area as early as 1845 when 
the Republic of Texas was transitioning into statehood. 
Between the two World Wars, Fort Sam Houston 
underwent a massive expansion campaign, which involved 
the construction of over five hundred permanent new 
buildings.  One of these buildings was a general hospital 
which eventually evolved into one of the Army’s premier 
medical centers.  At the outbreak of World War II, Fort Sam 
Houston was the largest military installation in the United 
States. During the war it served as the headquarters for 
the Third, Sixth, Ninth, Tenth and Fifteenth Armies.  Many 
of the top commanders of World War II at one time or 
another passed through Fort Sam Houston. Grant’s Waco’s New Store. 

Retrieved from The Waco News 
Tribune, April 24, 1923. 

TEXAS NATIONAL GUARD

James enlisted in the Texas National Guard with the 
Howitzer Company, 143rd Infantry, on September 9, 1935. 
We do not know exactly what James did with the 143rd, 
but National Guard units are called upon to help with 
disasters.  On March 8, 1937, the 143rd was activated to 
help with a gas explosion at a high school in New London, 
Texas, which killed 294 students and teachers. James was 
a member of the 143rd at the time and there is a high 
probability he was deployed with his National Guard unit 
to New London. James was discharged from the Texas 
National Guard on June 1, 1939.

While he was in the Texas National Guard, James lived 
at home with his parents at 1122 South 15th Street, 
Waco, Texas. During his time in the National Guard, 
he maintained employment as a commercial artist 
and printer, working for Bone-Crow Printing Company, 
J.M. Woods Company, and W.T. Grant Company. As a 
commercial artist he was responsible for cutting stencils 
for silk screen processing used in advertisements. He also 
created window displays for the companies.  

Fort Sam Houston, Military Post of San Antonio, Company Barracks 
and Band Building, 603-610 and 613 Infantry Post Road, San Antonio, 
Bexar County, TX. Retrieved from the Library of Congress Prints and 
Photographs Division. 

MILITARY CAREER 
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After his promotion to Sergeant on May 12, 1941, James 
was transferred to the 37th Field Artillery Battalion in 
September.   While James was at Fort Sam Houston, 
the Japanese attacked the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii on Sunday morning, December 7, 1941. 
The unprovoked attacked resulted in 2,390 deaths. Of 
these deaths 1,177 were from the battleship USS Arizona. 
The next day, December 8, 1941 President Roosevelt 
addressed a joint session of Congress and declared war 
on Japan “A Day which will live in infamy.”  Congress 
overwhelmingly passed a declaration of war against the 
Japanese Empire, and on December 11 Germany and Italy 
declared war on the United States. The United States was 
now in World War II. 

From June 2, 1939 to March 21, 1942, James remained 
stationed at Fort Sam Houston, assigned to the 15th Field 
Artillery Battalion. He was initially slotted as a Cannoneer 
military occupation specialty (MOS - 811).  As a cannoneer 
he was part of a team responsible for preparing artillery 
pieces and equipment for movement, combat, and firing.  
Once the equipment was ready for firing, he was tasked 
with various jobs associated with the firing of the big guns, 
such as laying for elevation and deflection, loading the gun, 
and handling the ammunition. 

It appears Private Robinson held this position with the 15th 
Field Artillery Battalion until October 1939, when he took 
on the duties of Clerk with the 15th Army. It is probable 
Private Robinson was able to type as the position of clerk 
during World War II was of great importance.  And having 
the ability to type was highly valued.  On September 1, 1940 
while serving as the Clerk of the 15th Field Artillery, James 
was promoted to Corporal. In June 1940, he was transferred 
to Battery F and was promoted to Sergeant on May 12, 
1941.

World War II began while James was at Fort Sam Houston. 
The Germans attacked Poland on September 1, 1939, and 
Japan advanced through the Pacific virtually unopposed. 
In October 1940, President Roosevelt signed into law the 
first peacetime selective service draft in U.S. history, in 
preparation for war.  World events must have been on 
James’ mind as he went through his daily training with the 
15th Field Artillery Battalion.

James and friends at Fort Sam Houston.
Courtesy of Dolores Milhous, daughter  of James Robinson.

Clerks at work at their desks at Fort Benning, Georgia on 12 
September 1944 . U.S. Army Signal Corps photograph, Gift in 
Memory of Maurice T. White, from the Collection of The National 
World War II Museum.

Young James Robinson in training. Courtesy of Dolores 
Milhous, daughter  of James Robinson.
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The Air Force was part of the Army throughout World War 
II, and became an independent branch of the U.S. military 
in 1947. Soldiers did transfer from Army to Air Force during 
the war; however, it did not happen frequently. 

When James arrived at Duncan Field and reported to the 
14th Air Depot Group, he was assigned to the 14th Repair 
Squadron. “James E. Robinson, Jr., 6295276, is assigned to 
14th Repair Sq., 14th Air Depot Group, Air Corps, and will 
report to the Commanding Officer thereof for duty.” 

The Army Air Force realized that in addition to deciding 
how many and what type of planes were needed to fulfill 
a mission, they had to work out all the necessary logistics 
to supply the planes and the men assigned to them in the 
air and on the ground.  Air Depot groups were created to 
support the various Air Force groups.  

The 14th Air Depot Group was activated on January 28, 
1942, at Duncan Field, and on March 2, 1943 was combined 
with Kelly Field.  The mission of the 14th Air Depot Group 
was to provide mechanical support, maintenance for 
all types of aircraft, and supplies for planes and crews 
in the air and on the ground.  SSgt Robinson was a Shop 
Superintendent; and at various places in his Military 
Personnel File the record states he was a plane and engine 
mechanic. It also states in his Military Personnel File he 
had experience in both branches of the service (United 
States Army and Army Air Force). On May 16, 1942 James 
was promoted to Technical Sergeant.

14TH AIR DEPOT GROUP

While James was at Fort Sam Houston, he maintained 
a relationship with Vina Elizabeth Crawson of 2119 
Alexander Avenue, Waco, Texas.  Less than a month after 
the United States entered the war, on January 4, 1942, 
in the county of Gonzales, Texas Vina and James were 
married.  Vina was the daughter of John Crawson (1870-
1958) and Martha Elizabeth Crawson (1884-1958). At the 
time of their marriage, Vina was living with her parents. 
Vina was born in China Springs, Texas, and was the 
seventh of eight children. Vina and James had a daughter, 
Dolores, who was born on December 14, 1942. The 
honeymoon did not last long, James reported back to his 
unit, and on March 17, 1942, he received orders to report to 
14th Air Depot Group with the Air Corps at Duncan Field in 
San Antonio, Texas.  In addition to the transfer orders, he 
was promoted to Staff Sergeant. 

This was an interesting move in the Army career of SSgt 
Robinson. Up to this point he had served with the Field 
Artillery, and there was nothing to suggest a transfer to 
the Army Air Force would take place.  

James, Vina and Dolores in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Courtesy of Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

.

Joint Base San Antonio - Lackland, Texas - An aerial shot of 
Kelly Field in 1928 outlines the layout of the airfield. Image 
retrieved from Jbsa.mil.
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The Waco James grew up in was changing as World War II 
had a significant effect upon the city.  With its moderate 
climate and wide open land Texas, was ideal for year-round 
military training.  By the end of World War II, Texas was 
home to 175 major military installations.  In addition to 
military installations, there were over 60 prisoner of war 
camps, more than in any other state.  In 1942 Waco Army 
Airfield opened to support the war effort. The airfield 
covered 1,162 acres, consisting of two hard surfaced gravel 
runways laid down in an X pattern. The airfield was used 
as a training site for pilots and as a storage depot. The 
population increase illustrates the significant impact 
the war had on Waco. In 1940 the population was nearly 
56,000 by 1950 the population was nearly 85,000.

During his year at Duncan Field James was a Shop 
Superintendent, a different MOS than his previous 
assignment.  On July 1, 1942, James was promoted to 
Master Sergeant. James advanced through the ranks from 
Corporal in September 1940 to MSgt in July, 1942, in less 
than two years, which was an extraordinary achievement. 
James was a professional soldier, who entered the Texas 
National Guard when he was still in high school and moved 
up the ranks rapidly. His experience was primarily in 
Field Artillery but he had advanced to working as a Shop 
Superintendent with the United States Army Air Force.  
The ability James possessed obviously was recognized by 
the United States Army. 

Mechanics at Duncan Field working on an airplane 
engine. Retrieved from the Library of Congress 
Prints and Photographs Division. 

Once the United States entered the war, there was a 
shortage of Field Artillery Officers, and the Army saw 
potential in James to fill this shortage. On August 21, 1942 
MSgt James Robinson applied for Officer Candidate School 
(OCS).

OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL

In the Military Personnel File of Master Sergeant James 
Edward Robinson we have the application he filed to 
attend the Army Air Forces Officer Candidate School. He 
addressed the application to the Commanding Officer of 
the 14th Repair, 14th Air Depot Group requesting, “that I 
be granted permission to attend Officer Candidate School, 
Army Air Forces.”  James’s alternate choice was Officer 
Candidate School for Field Artillery.  He provided the 
following information at the time on his application:
	
	 Age: 		  23 years, 1 month
	 Martial Status:	 Married
	 Education:	 H.S. Graduate
	 Service:		 3 years, 3 months

After receiving all the appropriate approvals, the request 
for Officer Candidate School was approved. However, there 
was one glaring exception: James did not receive his first 
choice but was sent to Field Artillery Officer Candidate 
School.

U.S. soldiers at Fort Sill, Oklahoma during 
WWII. Gift In Memory of David Hagen, from 
the Collection of The National World War II 
Museum.
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In July 1940 Brigadier General Courtney Hodges, Assistant 
Commandant of the Infantry School at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, presented to Brigadier General Omar Bradley, 
Commandant of the Infantry School, a plan to train 
qualified enlisted men to become officers. The program 
which became known as Officer Candidate School (OCS) 
became the leading producer of Army officers in World 
War II. In July 1941 the program began with three different 
schools: Infantry were trained at Fort Benning, Georgia, 
Costal Artillery trained at Fort Monroe, Virginia and Field 
Artillery was trained at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.  By the end 
of World War II, over 800,000 officers who served in the 
Army were OCS graduates.  The course was very difficult 
and rigorous, with only two out of three candidates 
passing the course.  Once an enlisted man passed OCS, 
he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the United 
States Army.  On February 13, 1943 Master Sergeant 
James Robinson reported to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, for Field 
Artillery, Officer Candidate School.

Home of the U.S. Army’s Field Artillery training ground, 
Fort Sill in Lawton, Oklahoma was first established as 
a frontier cavalry post.  While leading a campaign into 
Indian Territory, on January 8, 1869, Major General Philip 
Sheridan established a camp which evolved into a fort 
which became Fort Sill.  Originally the garrison was called 
“Camp Wichita.”  The Indians called it “the Soldier House 
at Medicine Bluffs.” Sheridan later named it in honor of 
his West Point classmate and friend Brigadier General 
Joshua Sill, who was killed during the Civil War. To this day, 
since it’s founding Fort Sill has continued to play a major 
role in the Army, and is one of the most important military 
installations in the United States.  In 1913 an Infantry 
school was established and during World War I more than 
50,000 soldiers were trained at Fort Sill. In 1919 the School 
of Fire became the Field Artillery School. In 1941 the Army 
opened a Field Artillery Officer Candidate School, and by 
1942 Fort Sill was training 500 OCS students per month. It 
is interesting to note in 1942 Fort Sill retired the last horse-
drawn field artillery unit, making field artillery units totally 
mechanized. This is where James received his OCS training 
in Field Artillery.

Soldiers in winter wool overcoats stand around a 75 mm pack Howitzer on wheels during training in a 
wooded area. “Feb. 1944, Our Howitzer.” Fort Sill, Oklahoma. February 1944. Gift of Hiram Vance Boone  from 
the Collection of The National World War II Museum.
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On the day James received his commission, he also 
received orders to report to active duty at Fort Sill for 
Field Artillery Replacement Center training.  Field Artillery 
played a crucial role in the strategy of the United States 
Army during the war and Fort Sill was where the soldiers 
who wore the insignia of the Field Artillery received their 
training. 

During his OCS and field artillery training James underwent 
a very intense program. The topics and subjects covered 
included:  Fire Direction, Firing Battery, Observed Fire, 
Unobserved Fire, Material, Motors, Methods of Instruction 
and Training, Artillery Tactics, Reconnaissance and Signal 
Communication. On May 13, 1943, James Edward Robinson, 
Jr. “completed satisfactory the O.C.S. Class No. 64 Field 
Artillery School.”  On the day he graduated James received 
an order from Alan B. Abt, 1st Lt., F.A. Assistant Secretary 
of the Commandant which stated “The Secretary of War 
has directed me to inform you the President has appointed 
and commissioned you a temporary Second Lieutenant, 
Army of the United States.” In less than three years, James 
had advanced from a Corporal to a Second Lieutenant.  
Even during a time of war this rapid advancement was very 
remarkable. 

Graduating Class Officer Candidate School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 1943. 
Courtesy of Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

Officer candidates on a road march with full packs in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. Retrieved from the Library of Congress.

Soldiers with surveying equipment during training in Oklahoma in 
February 1944. Gift of Hiram Vance Boone  from the Collection of The 
National World War II Museum.
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861ST FILED ARTILLERY BATTALION 

After the invasion of North Africa, Operation TORCH, on 
November 8, 1942 the Army realized it was necessary 
to quickly replace casualties lost in the field during 
battle. Replacement training centers were established 
throughout the United States. These centers trained 
men to be sent to the battlefield where they were held in 
replacement depots behind enemy lines. The GIs called 
these depots, “repple-depples” and as a unit needed 
replacements they were pulled from the depots and 
assigned to a unit. As the war dragged on, there were 
units which no longer consisted of the original members. 
According to Historian John McManus, “only 34 percent 
of the infantrymen in line companies came overseas 
with their units.”  Fort Sill was slotted as a Field Artillery 
Replacement Center, and James was one of the junior 
officers training the replacements.

It appears that, somewhere around July of 1943, James 
was assigned to the 861st Field Artillery Battalion as an 
operations and training staff officer. During the summer, 
the unit moved to Centerville, Mississippi, the home of 
Camp Van Dorn. The camp was located in Amite and 
Wilkinson Counties, Mississippi, and was an Army training 
camp from 1942-1945.  The 99th Infantry Division and the 
63rd Infantry Division trained there before being sent to 
Europe. The population of the camp was around 40,000 
personnel at the height of its existence. The 861st Field 
Artillery Battalion was attached to the 63rd Infantry 
Division, James served as an Artillery Officer with the 63rd 
Infantry Division, 861 Field Artillery Battalion. 

James’s stay at Camp Van Dorn must have been a pleasant 
time in his life. At some point, while he was at Camp 
Van Dorn, Vina and Dolores moved to Baton Rouge and 
lived at 2240 Calumet Street. Baton Rouge is 48 miles 
from Centerville, Mississippi. This would have made it 
possible for occasional visits. James was an officer, and 
it is not inconceivable he was allowed to leave the Camp 
on weekends or holidays. He was authorized leave for 
14 days beginning on October 8, 1944, and we know Vina 
and Dolores visited him at Camp Van Dorn during the 
Christmas holidays. Like the rest of the United States 
Baton Rouge and the state of Louisiana, became a beehive 
of activity during the war.  Harding Field in Baton Rouge 
was a training base for pilots, and Vina had a military pass 
to use the facilities on the base (commissary and post 
exchange). Camps Beauregard, Livingston, and Claiborne 
in Rapides Parish, and Camp Polk in Vernon Parish, were 
all established to meet the war time need for training 
military personnel. The Andrew Higgins Company in New 
Orleans produced the flat bottomed LCVP, which were 
instrumental in landing troops on the beaches of Europe 
and in the Pacific.  With Vina and Dolores living  in thriving 
wartime Baton Rouge and James having the ability to 
leave the camp occasionally the newly married couple 
must have had a fun and exciting time.

Above: Vina Robinson’s 
Military Pass. Right: James 
with Blood and Fire Patch 
on Right Sleeve, Insignia of 
the 63rd Infantry Division. 
Courtesy of Dolores 
Milhous, daughter of 
James Robinson.

Camp Van Dorn Historical Marker. Image courtesy of William 
“Brother” Rogers.
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Battery Executive Course, Class No. 47 for Field Artillery 
School. He wrote to Vina on September 11 asking her 
“When are you coming up here? If we find a place to stay 
you can go home and get Dolores and come back up here.”  
On October 8, 1944, he graduated from the course. 

While James was at Camp Van Dorn the United States and 
her Allies landed on the beaches of Normandy. During 
the early morning hours on June 6, 1944, Operation 
OVERLORD began the invasion of Normandy, France.  By 
dawn thousands of paratroopers and glider troops were on 
the ground behind enemy lines, securing bridges and exit 
roads.  The amphibious invasion began at 6:30 a.m. The 
British and Canadians captured beaches codenamed Gold, 
Juno, and Sword.  The Americans captured Utah Beach and 
Omaha Beach, where the fighting was extremely heavy.  
The U.S. Army suffered over 4,700 casualties.  By the end 
of the day over 150,000 Allied troops successfully were 
ashore at Normandy.  Less than a week later, by June 11, 
the beaches were fully secured and over 325,000 troops, 
more than 50,000 vehicles, and some 100,000 tons of 
equipment were in Normandy.  

Evidently James was not satisfied with being an Artillery 
Officer. In his Military Personnel File we have an 
“Application for Air Crew Training in Officer Grade” which 
he submitted on February 24, 1944 from Camp Van Dorn. 
The application went through the Commanding General 
of the 63rd Infantry Division and James specifically 
requested to be allowed to attend pilot training. There 
is no documentation showing his request was rejected. 
However, the Army had other plans for James. 

Five months after James was rejected for Air Crew 
Training as a pilot, he was recommended for promotion 
to First Lieutenant, Field Artillery. The recommendation 
was filed on July 31, 1944 by Lieutenant Colonel D.C. 
Beere, Commanding Officer of the 861st Field Artillery 
at Camp Van Dorn. In addition to the recommendation 
for promotion, there was also a recommendation to be 
appointed the Executive Officer for Battery A with the 
861st Field Artillery Unit. The promotion and position 
transfer were both approved. On September 9, 1944, James 
reported back to Fort Sill, where he enrolled in the Officers

Map of The Allied D-Day Plan. Courtesy of The 
National WWII Museum.
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DEPLOYMENT TO EUROPE

“Blood and Fire” was the slogan of the 63rd Infantry 
Division, which was activated at Camp Blanding, Florida, 
on June 15, 1943. After some initial training the unit 
relocated to Camp Van Dorn. With the arrival of the 861st 
Field Artillery Battalion and other support units, the 
division reached full strength by the summer of 1944. In 
addition to the 861st Field Artillery Battalion, there was 
also the 718th, 862nd and 863rd Field Artillery Battalions, 
which supported the 253rd, 254th and 255th Infantry 
Regiments. The commanding officer was Major General 
Louis Hibbs. By November 1944, advanced units of the 
division were transferring to Camp Shanks for deployment 
to Europe. Once in Europe the 63,rd Infantry Division, 
would log 119 days of combat in the Rhineland and Central 
Europe Campaigns. They would take over 21,000 German 
prisoners and suffer over 4,500 casualties while earning 
seven Presidential Unit Citations and two members of the 
63rd Infantry Division received the Medal of Honor.

After completing his Executive Course and returning to 
Camp Van Dorn, First Lieutenant James Robinson, by 
the fall of 1944 must have realized his fate rested with 
the 861st Field Artillery Battalion. During the holiday 
season James received a visit from his wife and daughter. 
Obviously this was a wonderful moment for the newly 
married couple, little did they know it would be the last 
time they would see each other.  

On December 31, Captain James Young, Jr. filed an 
“Efficiency Report” on James Robinson. The report 
stated James was his Executive Officer with Battery A, 
and received superior grades in all categories. Captain 
Young wrote the following in describing James’s character. 
“A dynamic, alert, forceful yet somewhat talkative and 
temperamental officer whose personal magnetism and 
ability to think rapidly and clearly under stress qualify him 
as a personal leader to an outstanding degree. Is inclined 
to slow up on what he considers routine work, out rises 
to challenge with superlative results. Lacks educational 
background.”

In January 1945, James shipped out to Camp Shanks, New 
Jersey, for deployment to Europe. 

Beginning in 1943 until the end of World War II, Camp 
Shanks was the largest Army port of embarkation in the 
United States. Camp Shanks, fondly referred to as “Last 
Stop, USA” by the soldiers who passed through it, saw over 
1.25 million troops sail from its docks to Europe and Africa. 
Consisting of over 2,000 acres in Orangetown, New York, 
the site was perfect for a large embarkation port. There 
were two railroads located on the Hudson River which ran 
through Orangetown.   At the height of its existence, the 
base had a population of over 50,000 serviced by Quonset 
hut barracks, a laundry, a bakery, a hospital, chapels, stores 
and a theater.  GIs spent an average of eight to twelve 
days at the camp before boarding ships to North Africa or 
Europe. Camp Shanks processed around 40,000 soldiers 
each month. This was where James Robinson and the 
861st Field Artillery Battalion were processed for their 
deployment to Europe. 

Camp Shanks. View from water tower B looking North View Orangeburg 
Road where road bends, 1943. US Army Photograph, courtesy of 
Orangetown Historical Museum & Archives. 

Troops disembark at Piermont Pier from the Brig. Gen. D.E. Horton, 
1945. US Army Photograph, courtesy of Orangetown Historical 
Museum & Archives. 



SOLDIER DOSSIER  |  THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM16

When James and the 861st Field Artillery came ashore 
at Marseille, France, they were attached to the 253rd 
Infantry Regiment.  Almost immediately, they were thrust 
into heavy fighting. The Germans on December 31, 1944 
launched Operation NORDWIND with the purpose of 
destroying the U.S.  7th Army. James and the 861st along 
with the 253rd were attached to the 7th Army to help stop 

They arrived at Marseille, France in the middle of January 
1945.

On December 16, 1944, the Germans launched a major 
counter-offensive, through the densely-forested Ardennes 
region which became known as the Battle of the Bulge. 
They initially achieved total surprise but U.S. forces 
regrouped and by January 25, 1945, they had pushed the 
Germans back. It was very costly.  The U.S. Army sustained 
over 89,000 casualties, of which 19,000 were killed in 
action. 

The use of artillery during World War II was 
unprecedented. Germans interviewed after the war 
commented on the fear generated by American artillery 
barrages that rained down on them. The gun used by the 
861st was the 105 mm howitzer. A battalion had three 
batteries, and each battery had 4 guns.  When at full 
strength the battalion was manned by close to 500 men. 
Each battery had about 100 men, 95 enlisted men and five 
officers, and each of the artillery battalions were assigned 
to an infantry regiment to provide combat support.  During 
the war there were 238 field artillery battalions operating 
in Europe, 36 of which were armed with the 105mm 
howitzer. James was one of the five officers assigned to 
Battery A of the 861st Field Artillery.

US artillery troops bombarding enemy positions in Italy on 1 September 1944 U.S. Army Signal Corps 
photograph, Gift of Regan Forrester, from the Collection of The National World War II Museum.

View from a ship of the harbor of Marseilles, France. Gift of Vincent 
Yannetti, from the collection of The National World War II Museum.
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the German offensive.  They halted the German offensive 
on January 25, 1945. This was the last major offensive 
Germany launched.  Once they stopped the German 
attack, they moved into Auersmacher where they fought 
the Germans there from February 17 – 19. After entering 
Auersmacher, the next day on February 20, James was 
made the forward observer for Company A, First Battalion, 
253rd Regiment. On March 15, 1945 as the division moved 
north east into Germany, they took the  cities of Fechingen, 
Eschringen, and Ensheim. James had been in Europe for 
two months and was already a seasoned combat veteran. 

After a much needed rest, on March 28, the 63rd Division 
crossed the Rhine River at Neuschloss. We are not sure if 
the 861st Field artillery was with the Division at the time 
they crossed the Rhine: However, if they did not cross the 
first day then they followed soon after. The crossing of 
the Rhine put the Division deep in German territory and 
facing the most severe German resistance. By April 1945, 
Germany was all but defeated.  It was understood the 

US Seventh Army vehicles crossing the Rhine River on a pontoon 
bridge near Worms, Germany, circa 26 March 1945. U.S. Army Signal 
Corps photograph.

American 105mm Howitzer shelling German forces near Carentan, 
France, 11 July 1944. Retrieved from the  National Archives.

Servicemen with a 105mm Howitzer M3. Location unknown. ca 1944 
Europe. Gift in Memory of Rayford Edwin Alexander, from the Collection 
of The National World War II Museum.

war would be ending soon.  However, the Germans kept 
fighting.  It appeared they were going to fight until the 
very end. The Germans facing the 63rd Infantry Division 
and the 861st Field Artillery were the fanatical 17th SS 
Panzer Division, seasoned combat veterans who would 
not consider surrendering. On April 4, the 253rd Regiment 
crossed the Jagst River in the Griesheim-Herbolzheim 
region. 
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At 0400 on April 6, “A” Company led the attack with a 
platoon of tanks. They had moved only a few hundred 
yards when the Germans brought down a heavy 
concentration of mortar fire on “A” Company resulting 
in eleven casualties. Lieutenant Robinson and his 
replacements called in artillery fire, which destroyed 
the German mortar positions. “A” Company renewed the 
attack at about 0520 suffering four more casualties. By 
this time the sun had risen and visibility had become 
clearer allowing the enemy’s fire to become more 
accurate. At around 0620, James called in an artillery 
attack on a machine gun nest, which was reported as being 
100% accurate. During this round of fighting “A” Company 
suffered seven more casualties. By 1130 the Company was 
about 1000 meters south east of Herbolzheim, German 
snipers, machine guns, and mortar fire had been deadly, 
with the company losing more than half of their men. The 
Company Commander, Lieutenant Magin, was killed by a 
sniper which left Lieutenant Adams as the only infantry 
officer. 

A forward observer with a field artillery unit was one of the 
most dangerous positions in World War II. Artillery, like the 
105mm howitzers used by 861st, was seldom within the 
sight of the battle. The forward observer serves as the eyes 
of the big guns, radioing back to the artillery battery the 
location of the target. On most occasions the shots are not 
on target, so the observer sends back corrections to zero 
in on the target. The forward observer and his team of two 
enlisted men traveled with the infantry. Casualties were 
high among the forward observer teams.  By the end of the 
war they were lucky if they lasted two weeks without being 
hit.  Forward observers had to be very versatile and have 
the ability to think quickly, even at times taking command 
of an infantry unit.

The contrast in battle is best illustrated in a letter James 
wrote to Vina dated  April 3, 1945. “Well Darling I am still 
alive and kicking, I am well and in excellent health and 
hate the Jerry’s more every day. Well we have been moving 
fast and I have been through the Siegfried Line and have 
crossed the Rhine River. Darling I am not in any danger, 
don’t worry about me just plan on having a good time 
when I get home.”  He was very proud of his two year old 
daughter, Dolores, showing her picture to the guys in his 
unit. “She is the pin up girl of A Co. 253rd Inf.”    This is the 
last letter James wrote.

On April 5 the 1st Battalion of the 253rd crossed the 
Jagst River at Untergriesheim, Germany. The crossing 
was challenged by enemy artillery from the vicinity of 
Kressbach.  It was a clear day and visibility was excellent. 
The 17th SS Panzer Division, 1800 strong, were dug in on 
the high ground between Untergriesheim to the west and 
Kressbach and Stein to the east. At 1645 that afternoon 
“A” Company led the attack on a hill directly east of 
Untergriesheim, sustaining several casualties. Among 
the casualties were both of the enlisted men assigned 
to 1st Lieutenant James Robinson.  Orders were given to 
withdraw to Untergriesheim to reorganize and prepare 
for a dawn attack. Knowing the attack would begin in the 
morning before the sun rose one can imagine there was 
little sleep.

APRIL 6, 1945 

US forward observers watch troop movements from atop a hut in 
Lanuvio, Italy on 31 May 1944. U.S. Army Signal Corps photograph, 
Gift of Regan Forrester, from the Collection of The National World 
War II Museum.
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Sometime after James was mortally wounded, he made 
the following radio transmission: “Evans, I want you to 
gather up all of my belongings and send them home to my 
wife. Also, send up a new Forward Observer Section. I have 
been hit, and I don’t think I will make it.” Even after sending 
this transmission; James continued to call in artillery fire 
until he could no longer talk. By 1700 Kressbach had been 
captured. 

Lieutenant Robinson, who could no longer speak, 
turned his radio over to the infantry, and  walked back to 
Herbolzheim to the aid station. He received first aid and 
was sent to another field hospital for surgery.  At 1900 he 
died.

Lieutenant Robinson’s replacements did not make it past 
the morning.  Robinson’s new reconnaissance man TSgt 
Moody, was killed by a sniper, and radio operator Private 
Tackett was seriously wounded and evacuated to a field 
hospital. When his radio operator went down, James took 
the 78 pound SCR 610, radio knowing he would have to 
call in artillery support. At this point there were about 25 
men under the command of Lieutenant Adams, who at 
about 1200 hours was wounded and had to be evacuated. 
The morale of the men was very low, many of them panic 
stricken. James was the only remaining officer, and the 
situation was desperate.  With no other options available, 
James took command of the small group. 

With “absolute disregard for his personal safety, 
completely ignoring the terrific hail of enemy fire, he coolly 
walked among the men and told them what he intended to 
do.”  He told each man personally that his objective was to 
take the base of the hill from the Germans. Inspired by the 
“personal magnetism” of Lieutenant Robinson, the men 
rose to their feet along with several walking wounded and 
yelled “Let’s go.”  The men followed James to the base of 
the hill, and witnessed him personally empty his M-1 rifle 
and pistol, killing ten of the enemy on the spot. By 1400 the 
objective had been captured and the enemy killed or fled.  
There were 19 men left in “A” Company, and they dug into 
the positions for which they had fought so hard.

At 1600 the small group, now numbering nineteen, 
received orders to take the village of Kressbach.  This 
seemed almost suicidal. The men were exhausted, weary, 
and reluctant to move anywhere, let alone stage another 
attack on a strongly occupied German position.  “Again it 
was Lieutenant Robinson who inspired them to Herculean 
feats.” Men followed, for the second time in the afternoon, 
James against a fanatical enemy with superior numbers.  
As James led the advance a shell fragment hit him in 
the neck, sending him to the ground. He was bleeding 
profusely but , he refused medical aid and refused to go to 
the rear, instead  calling in an artillery strike on the town. 
He could barley talk, but he encouraged the men to keep 
moving.  The first page of James E. Robinson’s last letter to his beloved 

wife Vina, written April 3rd, 1945. Courtesy of Dolores Milhous, 
daughter of James Robinson.
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There are numerous documents in the Military Personnel 
File of Lieutenant Robinson informing Vina her late 
husband had received the Bronze Star and the Purple 
Heart. What followed next was the highest honor awarded 
to a soldier.

The first document recommending him for the Medal 
of Honor which appears in the Military Personnel File of 
Lieutenant James Robinson is dated May 28, 1945. The 
document is from Company “A”, First Battalion, 253rd 
Infantry Regiment, and is signed by numerous officers 
and enlisted men who witnessed the heroic action of 
James on that fateful day.  Many of the men who signed 
the document were alive because of James’s action. The 
document is two pages and describes the events which 
took place on April 6. “After the Company Commander 
was killed, and we all wanted to quit, Lieutenant Robinson, 
demonstrating again his magnificent leadership and 
courage and with his characteristic gallantry rallied us 

The events which followed are all testimony to the bravery, 
personal charisma, fortitude and strength of Lieutenant 
James Edward Robinson, Jr.  Several men, enlisted and 
officers, witnessed the activity of James on that fateful day, 
April 6, 1945.  

Brigadier General E.J. McGaw from the Headquarters of 
the 63rd Infantry Division wrote a letter dated April 11 to 
Mrs. Robinson informing her of the death of James. “It is 
with a feeling of deep regret that I write you relative to 
the recent death of your husband.” General McGaw went 
on to write “Robbie was one of my best officers.”  Captain 
Charles Young, Commanding Officer 861st Field Artillery 
Battalion, wrote to Mrs. Robinson on April 15: “Jim’s ever 
present cheerfulness and magnificent courage were an 
inspiration to all.”  Funeral services were held for James on 
April 7 and he was buried in a United States Cemetery in 
Southern Germany. 

On May 18, 1945, Vina received a letter informing her “At 
the request of the President, I write to inform you that the 
Purple Heart has been awarded posthumously to your 
husband.”  On July 7, 1945 for previous action James was 
posthumously awarded the Bronze Star Medal with one 
Oak-Leaf Cluster.  

“For heroic achievement in action on 27 February 1945 
in the vicinity of ****.  During a savage enemy counter-
attack spearheaded by self-propelled guns, machine guns, 
mortars and riflemen, Lieutenant Robinson, through 
his skillful manipulation and direction of artillery fire in 
darkness and fog, materially aided the infantry in repelling 
the enemy. Numerous enemy were captured and an 
undetermined number killed in this action; and for heroic 
achievement in action on 3 March 1945, in the vicinity of 
***, ***. Lieutenant Robinson was forward observer with 
Company “A”, *** Infantry Regiment, which was under 
murderous enemy mortar and artillery fire. Although 
exposing himself to the same fire coupled with machine 
gun and small arms fire, he changed his position tone 
which enabled him to observe and silence by artillery 
fire two enemy artillery batteries and numerous mortar 
positions.”

First page from the War Department’s official 
statement recognizing that James Robinson was 
to receive the Medal of Honor. Courtesy of Dolores 
Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

MEDAL OF HONOR 
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around him and led us through a hail of enemy bullets, 
personally killing several enemy in his path and taking our 
objective and driving the enemy from his positions and 
inflicting upon him extremely heavy casualties.” 

There exist numerous testimonies to the bravery and 
courage of James Robinson. The two most compelling 
documents are from TSgt William Brown and Captain John 
Fralish.  These two reports corroborate each other and 
testified in detail to the events which took place on April 6, 
1945. The recommendation by TSgt Brown consists of ten
pages, and the one by Captain Fralish is six pages. Each of 
these reports explains in detail the events beginning with 
the attack on the evening of April 5. Both reports can be 
found in the appendix of this book. 

The first document recognizing First Lieutenant Robinson 
as a recipient of the Medal of Honor is dated October 30, 
1945. The letter is addressed to the Commanding General, 
Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot, “The Commanding 
General, Army Services Forces, directs the Medal of Honor 
awarded First Lieutenant James B. Robinson be forwarded 
to this office, Decorations and Awards Branch, 2026 
Munitions Building, Washington 25, D.C.” The letter went 
on to instruct the Medal should be engraved as follows:

The Congress To
1st Lt James E. Robinson

F.A. U.S. Army
Untergriesheim, Germany

6 April 1945

James Robinsons wife, Vina receiving his Medal of Honor. Courtesy of 
Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.
 

Vina and Dolores. Courtesy of Dolores Milhous, 
daughter of James Robinson.

The date of the award was October 2, 1945, almost six 
months from the day James gave his life for his country. 

All documentation officially announcing James as a Medal 
of Honor recipient is dated December 6, 1945. Mrs. Vina 
Robinson received this letter dated December 6, 1945: 
“I have the honor to inform you that by direction of the 
President a Medal of Honor has been posthumously 
awarded by the War Department, in the name of Congress, 
to your husband, First Lieutenant James E. Robinson for 
conspicuous gallantry in action above and beyond the call 
of duty.”  The Medal of Honor was presented to his widow, 
Vina and their daughter Dolores on December 11, 1945. The 
citation was published in the War Department General 
Orders and can be found in the appendix of this book.
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 In the years to come, the honors continued to mount 
for James Robinson, Jr. An officer’s candidate barracks at 
Fort Sill and a barracks in Stuttgart, Germany are both 
named in his honor. In 1948 the French Government 
posthumously presented James with the Croix de Guerre 
with Silver Star.  On September 9, 1948 Vina received 
the following letter from the Department of the Army: 
“I am pleased to inform you that the Army-owned cargo 
vessel “Lt. James E. Robinson” has been named in honor 
of your husband, the late Lieutenant James E. Robinson, 
Jr.”  James was brought home and buried at the National 
Cemetery at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas. 

First Lieutenant James Edward Robinson, Jr. was a 
professional soldier.  He lied about his age to join the 
Texas National Guard when he was a teenager. After 
serving in the National Guard for four years, he developed 
a desire to join the Army. He resigned from the National 
Guard and the next day June 3, 1939 he enlisted in 
the U.S. Army two years before the United States 
entered World War II. He rose rapidly through the ranks 
advancing to Master Sergeant before applying for Officer 
Candidate School.  After completing OCS, he received his 
commission and was assigned to the 861st Field Artillery 
Battalion and within months was promoted to First 
Lieutenant.  In January 1945 his unit shipped out to France 
and was immediately thrust into combat.  By February 
20, 1945 he was made a forward observer, one of the most 
dangerous positions in the war, with the 253rd Regiment 
Battery A.  On April 6, 1945 he took command of Infantry 
Company A, now only 19 strong and led them in the attack 
against the German village of Kressbach. Wounded and 
barely able to speak, James rallied his troops and by all 
accounts his leadership and courage were the reason 
they successfully achieved their objective. Only after 
Kressbach had been taken did he seek medical help, 
walking two miles to the nearest aid station. His wounds 
proved to be mortal, at 1900 hours he died.

When his country needed him, First Lieutenant James 
Robinson, Jr. answered the call. For his World War II service, 
he was recognized for serving in the Rhineland and Central 
Europe Campaigns.  He was posthumously awarded the 
Bronze Star with one Oak-Leaf Cluster, Purple Heart, 
Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Medal, 
American Campaign Medal, World War II Victory Medal, 
French Croix de Guerre with Silver Star, and the European 
-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with two Bronze 
Service Stars.  For his bravery and leadership, which cost 
him his life he was awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest 
honor the U.S. Military can bestow on a soldier.

First Lieutenant James E. Robinson. Courtesy of Dolores 
Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

 

Images on opposite 
page courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons, 
military.com and 
The National WWII 
Museum. 
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RANKS, DECORATIONS AND CITATIONS 
WORN BY JAMES E. ROBINSON, JR. 

First 
Lieutenant 

Second 
Lieutenant 

Corporal Sergeant Staff Sergeant Technical 
Sergeant

Master Sergeant

Field Artillery Insignia Insignia of the 63rd 
Infantry Division

American 
Defense Medal

Good Conduct 
Medal

Purple Heart American 
Campaign Medal

WWII Victory 
Medal

Bronze Star

The Medal of Honor

European 
African Middel 
Eastern 
Campaign Medal

French Croix 
de Guerre with 
Silver Star
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MOVEMENT OF JAMES E. 
ROBINSON DURING WORLD WAR II

United States:

A - Toledo, Ohio			   F - Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi
B - Mexia, Texas			   E - Fort Sill, Oklahoma	
C - Waco, Texas			   G - Orangetown, New York
D - San Antonio Texas
E - Fort Sill, Oklahoma

A soldier sits on a box to record the group’s actions 
for the day during training in Oklahoma in February 
1944. Gift of Hiram Vance Boone, from the Collection 
of The National World War II Museum.
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Europe:

A - Marseille, France
B - Auersmacher, France
C - Bübingen, Germany
D - Bliesransbach, Germany
E - Saarbrücken, Germany
F - Neuschloss, Germany

Close up of the area around Saarbrücken:
G - Heidelberg, Germany
H - Griesheim, Germany
I - Untergriesheim, Germany
J - Kressbach, Germany 

Infantrymen advancing through Zweibrucken, 
Germany, 1945. Gift in Memory of G.T. Hennings, 
from the Collection of The National World War II 
Museum.
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APPENDIX
The following pages contain files pertaining to James E. Robinson. The documents are drawn largely from his 
Military Personnel File, and the collection of papers of James Robinson’s daughter, Dolores Milhous. 
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First Lieutenant James E. Robinson’s grave in 
the National Cemetery at Fort Sam Houston, 
San Antonio, Texas.  Courtesy of Dolores 
Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.
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The collection of papers and pictures of James 
Robinson’s daughter Dolores Milhous.

The Collection of The National World War II Museum

National Personnel Records Center
(Military Personnel Records)
1 Archive Drive
Saint Louis, MO 63138
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