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ABOUT THIS BOOK

The following pages offer a brief biography of First Lieutenant James Edward Robinson, Jr.
World War Il Veteran and recipient of the Medal of Honor.

The Institute for the Study of War and Democracy has reconstructed his story from his
Military Personnel File, papers provided by his daughter Dolores, and various other
sources cited in Sources at the end of this book.

In 1973 a fire destroyed millions of military records at the National Archives and Records
Administration in Saint Louis, Missouri. Most of those records have been lost forever;
however, some of the records have undergone extensive reconstruction. They are not
perfect, but they do provide a great amount of information. In the case of James Robinson
his file of 240 pages was burned severely in the fire. It has been reconstructed and the file
which remains has scorched marks, water stains, and partial pages. It is not perfect and
thus telling the story of James Robinson has been difficult at times; however, what we do
have of the file is very rewarding and provided valuable information.

At 240 pages the Military Personnel File of Lieutenant Robinson, is a rich file and makes
it possible to determine a lot of his activity from the time he joined the Texas National
Guard until he was killed in action on April 6,1945, in Germany. A valuable source
pertaining to the events of April 6,1945 are the two written reports provided by TSgt
William Brown and Captain John Fralish recommending James Robinson for the Medal
of Honor. Each report corroborates the other and describes in detail the fateful events of
April 6,1945. Both reports can be found in the Appendix of this book.

Dolores, the daughter of James, has contributed significantly to the development of this
book. She has provided numerous documents, pictures, military reports and letters.
Without her contribution significant gaps would have appeared in the story.

There are a few minor gaps that exist in the record. For example, we don't have a full
account of the time James spent at Camp Van Dorn. We are not sure where he attended
basic training, and we have no record of his time at Camp Shanks waiting to ship out to
Europe. However, these are minor details in portraying the overall story.

We are confident that the following pages provide an accurate and thorough story of
Lieutenant James Edward Robinson, Jr. and the years he spent in World War II.

SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM
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Medal of Honor

The Medal of Honor is the most
prestigious award that can be awarded
to a member of the United States
military. The award is given to those
who have distinguished themselves by
acts of heroism in the face of extreme
danger. Individuals awarded the Medal
of Honor usually have sacrificed their
life. Since the medal is awarded
posthumously, it is presented to the
next of kin. The medal is normally
awarded by the President of the United
States at a ceremony in Washington
D.C. The medalis presented in the
name of Congress, so it is occasionally
referred to as the “Congressional
Medal of Honor.”

As of the beginning of 2018 there

had been 3522 Medals of Honor
awarded to the countries servicemen
and women. There were 472 Medals
awarded during World War II.

Picture: Medal of Honor. [Between
1941 and 1945] Retrieved from the
Library of Congress.
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JAMES EDWARD ROBINSON,; JR.

IN BRIEF

BORN:

PARENTS:

HIGH SCHOOL:

ENLISTED:

MILITARY
TRAINING:

UNIT:

RANK:

CAMPAIGNS:

KILLED IN ACTION:

MARRIED:

CHILDREN:

BURIED:

July 10,1919
Toledo, Ohio

James E. and
Dolores Robinson

Waco High School,
Waco, Texas

June 2,1939

Officer Candidate School,
Field Artillery

Fort Sill, Oklahoma
Officers Battery Executive
Course, Fort Sill, Oklahoma

63rd Infantry, 253rd Regiment,
861st Field Artillery Battalion,
Battery A

First Lieutenant

Rhineland, Central Europe
April 6,1945, near

the Village of Kressbach,
Germany

Vina Elizabeth Crawson
Dolores Robinson

National Cemetery at Fort

Sam Houston, San Antonio,
Texas

James Edward Robinson, Jr. - Courtesy of
Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

CITATIONS:

*Medal of Honor

*Bronze Star with Oak-Leaf Cluster

*Purple Heart

*Good Conduct Medal

*American Defense Service Medal

*American Campaign Medal

*World War Il Victory Medal

*French Croix de Guerre with Silver Star

*European African Middle Eastern Campaign
Medal
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EARLY LIFE

James Edward Robinson, Jr. was born July 10,1919, in
Toledo, Ohio. His father, James E. Robinson, was bornin
Somersworth, New Hampshire in 1882, and his mother,
Dolores Freckleton was born in Australia in 1889. Dolores
migrated to the United States in 1907 and became a
citizen in1909. Dolores and James were married in
Lowell, Massachusetts, on November 27,1909. In addition
to James, there were two daughters: Louise born in
Massachusetts in 1911, and Irene born in Connecticut in
1912. Sometime after 1912 James and Dolores packed up
their belongings and along with their two young daughters
moved to Toledo, Ohio. It was there James Jr. was born.
The senior Robinson did well for himself. The 1920 census
shows he owned his own home and worked in a garage
which he owned.

Toledo, Ohio is located in the northwestern part of Ohio
and settlement in this area took place after Ohio became
a state. With the opening of the Erie Canal in 1845 the
town became a growing seaport. Industry and commerce
flourished in the area. By 1920 Toledo had a population
of 243,000 residents. When the Great Depression swept
the country, Toledo was caught up in the loss of industrial
productivity and high unemployment. This may have
been one of the influences which led the Robinson family
to leave Toledo and move to Texas. They initially lived in
Mexia, Texas. However, with a population of 3,500, the city
had little to offer. In 1927 James packed up his family once
more and moved to Waco, Texas.

Lucas County Court House, Toldeo, Ohio., ca. 1923. Retrieved
from the Library of Congress.

Above: Young James Robinson.
Right: Irene, Louise and Jimmy.
Below: The Robinson family in
the1920s.

Images courtesy of Dolores
Milhous, daughter of James
Robinson.

Waco is situated alongside the Brazos River, about 100
miles south of Dallas. It was founded in 1849, near a Texas
Ranger post. After the Civil War it became instrumental

as a place to cross the Brazos River for cattle drives. The
railroad came through Waco in 1881 and this helped to
stimulate economic growth. When the Robinsons moved
to Waco, it was a town with a population of close to 53,000
residents. James was eight at the time. He attended school
and worked his first job in Waco.

After attending Waco Elementary and South Jr. High
School, James enrolled in Waco High School. Located on
Columbus Avenue, the Waco High Tigers had one of the
best sports programs in the United States. During his high
school years James played football and baseball. On his
Personal Placement Questionnaire completed when he
joined the Army, James stated he excelled in basketball. In
1937 James graduated from Waco High School.

6 SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM



MILITARY CAREER

TEXAS NATIONAL GUARD

James enlisted in the Texas National Guard with the
Howitzer Company, 143rd Infantry, on September 9,1935.
We do not know exactly what James did with the 143rd,
but National Guard units are called upon to help with
disasters. On March 8,1937 the 143rd was activated to
help with a gas explosion at a high school in New London,
Texas, which killed 294 students and teachers. James was
a member of the 143rd at the time and there is a high
probability he was deployed with his National Guard unit
to New London. James was discharged from the Texas
National Guard on June 1,1939.

While he was in the Texas National Guard, James lived

at home with his parents at 1122 South 15th Street,

Waco, Texas. During his time in the National Guard,

he maintained employment as a commercial artist

and printer, working for Bone-Crow Printing Company,
J-.M. Woods Company, and WT. Grant Company. As a
commercial artist he was responsible for cutting stencils
for silk screen processing used in advertisements. He also
created window displays for the companies.

. = 0 D el 1
Grant's Waco's New Store.
Retrieved from The Waco News
Tribune, April 24,1923.
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Fort Sam Houston, Military Post of San Antonio, Company Barracks
and Band Building, 603-610 and 613 Infantry Post Road, San Antonio,
Bexar County, TX. Retrieved from the Library of Congress Prints and
Photographs Division.

ENLISTMENT IN THE U.S. ARMY

One day after he was discharged from the National Guard,
on June 2,1939 in Dallas, Texas, James enlisted in the
Regular Army. He listed his mother, Dolores, as his nearest
relative. He was assigned to the 15th Field Artillery and
sent to Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas. Located
175 miles from Waco, James was close enough to make the
occasional trip back home to visit family and friends.

Fort Sam Houston during World War Il was a major
military installation and continues to play a major role

in the military today. The United States first established

a military presence in this area as early as 1845 when

the Republic of Texas was transitioning into statehood.
Between the two World Wars, Fort Sam Houston
underwent a massive expansion campaign, which involved
the construction of over five hundred permanent new
buildings. One of these buildings was a general hospital
which eventually evolved into one of the Army’s premier
medical centers. At the outbreak of World War II, Fort Sam
Houston was the largest military installation in the United
States. During the war it served as the headquarters for
the Third, Sixth, Ninth, Tenth and Fifteenth Armies. Many
of the top commanders of World War Il at one time or
another passed through Fort Sam Houston.



From June 2,1939 to March 21,1942, James remained
stationed at Fort Sam Houston, assigned to the 15th Field
Artillery Battalion. He was initially slotted as a Cannoneer
military occupation specialty (MOS - 811). As acannoneer
he was part of a team responsible for preparing artillery
pieces and equipment for movement, combat, and firing.
Once the equipment was ready for firing, he was tasked
with various jobs associated with the firing of the big guns,
such as laying for elevation and deflection, loading the gun,
and handling the ammunition.

Youngjamé Robinson in training. Courtesy of Dolores
Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

After his promotion to Sergeant on May 12,1941, James
was transferred to the 37th Field Artillery Battalion in
September. While James was at Fort Sam Houston,

the Japanese attacked the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii on Sunday morning, December 7,1941.
The unprovoked attacked resulted in 2,390 deaths. Of
these deaths 1177 were from the battleship USS Arizona.
The next day, December 8,1941 President Roosevelt
addressed a joint session of Congress and declared war
on Japan "A Day which will live in infamy.” Congress
overwhelmingly passed a declaration of war against the
Japanese Empire, and on December 11 Germany and Italy
declared war on the United States. The United States was
now in World War 1.

James and friends at Fort Sam Houston.
Courtesy of Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

It appears Private Robinson held this position with the 15th
Field Artillery Battalion until October 1939, when he took
on the duties of Clerk with the 15th Army. It is probable
Private Robinson was able to type as the position of clerk
during World War Il was of great importance. And having
the ability to type was highly valued. On September 1,1940
while serving as the Clerk of the 15th Field Artillery, James
was promoted to Corporal. In June 1940, he was transferred
to Battery F and was promoted to Sergeant on May 12,

1941.

World War Il began while James was at Fort Sam Houston.
The Germans attacked Poland on September 1,1939, and
Japan advanced through the Pacific virtually unopposed.
In October 1940, President Roosevelt signed into law the
first peacetime selective service draft in U.S. history, in e
preparation for war. World events must have been on Clerks at work at their desks at Fort Benning, Georgia on 12

. : : P : September 1944 . U.S. Army Signal Corps photograph, Gift in
James' mind {;}S he went through his daily training with the Memory of Maurice T. White, from the Collection of The National
15th Field Artillery Battalion. World War Il Museum.
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James, Vina and Dolores in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Courtesy of Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

14TH AIR DEPOT GROUP

While James was at Fort Sam Houston, he maintained

a relationship with Vina Elizabeth Crawson of 2119
Alexander Avenue, Waco, Texas. Less than a month after
the United States entered the war, on January 4,1942,

in the county of Gonzales, Texas Vina and James were
married. Vina was the daughter of John Crawson (1870-
1958) and Martha Elizabeth Crawson (1884-1958). At the
time of their marriage, Vina was living with her parents.
Vina was born in China Springs, Texas, and was the
seventh of eight children. Vina and James had a daughter,
Dolores, who was born on December 14,1942. The
honeymoon did not last long, James reported back to his
unit, and on March 17,1942, he received orders to report to
14th Air Depot Group with the Air Corps at Duncan Field in
San Antonio, Texas. In addition to the transfer orders, he
was promoted to Staff Sergeant.

This was an interesting move in the Army career of SSgt
Robinson. Up to this point he had served with the Field
Artillery, and there was nothing to suggest a transfer to
the Army Air Force would take place.

SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM

The Air Force was part of the Army throughout World War
I, and became an independent branch of the U.S. military
in 1947. Soldiers did transfer from Army to Air Force during
the war; however, it did not happen frequently.

When James arrived at Duncan Field and reported to the

14th Air Depot Group, he was assigned to the 14th Repair
Squadron. “James E. Robinson, Jr., 6295276, is assigned to
14th Repair Sg., 14th Air Depot Group, Air Corps, and will

report to the Commanding Officer thereof for duty.”

The Army Air Force realized that in addition to deciding
how many and what type of planes were needed to fulfill
a mission, they had to work out all the necessary logistics
to supply the planes and the men assigned to them in the
air and on the ground. Air Depot groups were created to
support the various Air Force groups.

The 14th Air Depot Group was activated on January 28,
1942, at Duncan Field, and on March 2,1943 was combined
with Kelly Field. The mission of the 14th Air Depot Group
was to provide mechanical support, maintenance for

all types of aircraft, and supplies for planes and crews

in the air and on the ground. SSgt Robinson was a Shop
Superintendent; and at various places in his Military
Personnel File the record states he was a plane and engine
mechanic. It also states in his Military Personnel File he
had experience in both branches of the service (United
States Army and Army Air Force). On May 16,1942 James
was promoted to Technical Sergeant.

Joint Base San Antonio - Lackland, Texas - An aerial shot of
Kelly Field in 1928 outlines the layout of the airfield. Image
retrieved from Jbsa.mil.



The Waco James grew up in was changing as World War Il
had a significant effect upon the city. With its moderate
climate and wide open land Texas, was ideal for year-round
military training. By the end of World War Il, Texas was
home to 175 major military installations. In addition to
military installations, there were over 60 prisoner of war
camps, more than in any other state. In 1942 Waco Army
Airfield opened to support the war effort. The airfield
covered 1,162 acres, consisting of two hard surfaced gravel
runways laid down in an X pattern. The airfield was used
as a training site for pilots and as a storage depot. The
population increase illustrates the significant impact

the war had on Waco. In 1940 the population was nearly
56,000 by 1950 the population was nearly 85,000.

0
2
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Mechanics at Duncan Field working on an airplane
engine. Retrieved from the Library of Congress
Prints and Photographs Division.

During his year at Duncan Field James was a Shop
Superintendent, a different MOS than his previous
assignment. OnJuly1,1942, James was promoted to
Master Sergeant. James advanced through the ranks from
Corporalin September 1940 to MSgt in July, 1942, in less
than two years, which was an extraordinary achievement.
James was a professional soldier, who entered the Texas
National Guard when he was still in high school and moved
up the ranks rapidly. His experience was primarily in

Field Artillery but he had advanced to working as a Shop
Superintendent with the United States Army Air Force.
The ability James possessed obviously was recognized by
the United States Army.

Once the United States entered the war, there was a
shortage of Field Artillery Officers, and the Army saw
potential in James to fill this shortage. On August 21,1942
MSgt James Robinson applied for Officer Candidate School
(0CS).

OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL

In the Military Personnel File of Master Sergeant James
Edward Robinson we have the application he filed to
attend the Army Air Forces Officer Candidate School. He
addressed the application to the Commanding Officer of
the 14th Repair, 14th Air Depot Group requesting, “that |
be granted permission to attend Officer Candidate School,
Army Air Forces." James's alternate choice was Officer
Candidate School for Field Artillery. He provided the
following information at the time on his application:

Age: 23 years, 1 month
Martial Status: Married
Education: H.S. Graduate
Service: 3years, 3 months

After receiving all the appropriate approvals, the request
for Officer Candidate School was approved. However, there
was one glaring exception: James did not receive his first
choice but was sent to Field Artillery Officer Candidate
School.

U.S. soldiers at Fort Sill, Oklahoma during
WWIL. Gift In Memory of David Hagen, from
the Collection of The National World War Il
Museum.

10 SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM



In July 1940 Brigadier General Courtney Hodges, Assistant
Commandant of the Infantry School at Fort Benning,
Georgia, presented to Brigadier General Omar Bradley,
Commandant of the Infantry School, a plan to train
qualified enlisted men to become officers. The program
which became known as Officer Candidate School (OCS)
became the leading producer of Army officers in World
War II. In July 1941 the program began with three different
schools: Infantry were trained at Fort Benning, Georgia,
Costal Artillery trained at Fort Monroe, Virginia and Field
Artillery was trained at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. By the end

of World War Il, over 800,000 officers who served in the
Army were OCS graduates. The course was very difficult
and rigorous, with only two out of three candidates
passing the course. Once an enlisted man passed OCS,
he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the United
States Army. On February 13,1943 Master Sergeant
James Robinson reported to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, for Field
Artillery, Officer Candidate School.
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Soldiers in winter wool overcoats stand around a 75 mm pack Howitzer on wheels during trainingina

Home of the U.S. Army’s Field Artillery training ground,
Fort Sillin Lawton, Oklahoma was first established as

a frontier cavalry post. While leading a campaign into
Indian Territory, on January 8, 1869, Major General Philip
Sheridan established a camp which evolved into a fort
which became Fort Sill. Originally the garrison was called
“Camp Wichita." The Indians called it “the Soldier House
at Medicine Bluffs.” Sheridan later named it in honor of

his West Point classmate and friend Brigadier General
Joshua Sill, who was killed during the Civil War. To this day,
since it's founding Fort Sill has continued to play a major
role in the Army, and is one of the most important military
installations in the United States. In 1913 an Infantry
school was established and during World War | more than
50,000 soldiers were trained at Fort Sill. In 1919 the School
of Fire became the Field Artillery School. In 1941 the Army
opened a Field Artillery Officer Candidate School, and by
1942 Fort Sill was training 500 OCS students per month. It
is interesting to note in 1942 Fort Sill retired the last horse-
drawn field artillery unit, making field artillery units totally
mechanized. This is where James received his OCS training
in Field Artillery.
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wooded area. “Feb. 1944, Our Howitzer." Fort Sill, Oklahoma. February 1944. Gift of Hiram Vance Boone from

the Collection of The National World War Il Museum.
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During his OCS and field artillery training James underwent
avery intense program. The topics and subjects covered
included: Fire Direction, Firing Battery, Observed Fire,
Unobserved Fire, Material, Motors, Methods of Instruction
and Training, Artillery Tactics, Reconnaissance and Signal
Communication. On May 13,1943, James Edward Robinson,
Jr. "completed satisfactory the O.C.S. Class No. 64 Field
Artillery School.” On the day he graduated James received
an order from Alan B. Abt, 1st Lt., FA. Assistant Secretary
of the Commandant which stated “The Secretary of War
has directed me to inform you the President has appointed
and commissioned you a temporary Second Lieutenant,
Army of the United States.” In less than three years, James
had advanced from a Corporal to a Second Lieutenant.
Even during a time of war this rapid advancement was very
remarkable.

Officer candidates on a road march with full packs in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. Retrieved from the Library of Congress.

Soldiers with surveying equipment during training in Oklahoma in
February 1944. Gift of Hiram Vance Boone from the Collection of The
National World War Il Museum.

On the day James received his commission, he also
received orders to report to active duty at Fort Sill for

Field Artillery Replacement Center training. Field Artillery
played a crucial role in the strategy of the United States
Army during the war and Fort Sill was where the soldiers
who wore the insignia of the Field Artillery received their
training,

{oasinPolnsin-2.2,7,Follard #,7,H.Follock 4:1:D.Foulsios

Txota n VoL fsaia ot
oath 2 H, "y & O ROES
g Rm.snu‘. :5.1.1\&\1““ §6..l.n.ﬂ'ltlnu=a "‘.‘ Rl C Huttla EB.0. li bﬂ:\'um B9.R.C.5arTELy

G,Eod.mn 6 ; H aogm 1? Wk Ro?era 18,F,0,.R0lline

OFFICER CANDIDATE CLASS ND. B4,

15th, Section -~ 1943

Graduating Class Officer Candidate School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma 1943.
Courtesy of Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.
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861ST FILED ARTILLERY BATTALION

After the invasion of North Africa, Operation TORCH, on
November 8,1942 the Army realized it was necessary

to quickly replace casualties lost in the field during
battle. Replacement training centers were established
throughout the United States. These centers trained
men to be sent to the battlefield where they were held in
replacement depots behind enemy lines. The Gls called
these depots, “repple-depples” and as a unit needed
replacements they were pulled from the depots and
assigned to a unit. As the war dragged on, there were
units which no longer consisted of the original members.
According to Historian John McManus, “only 34 percent
of the infantrymen in line companies came overseas
with their units.” Fort Sill was slotted as a Field Artillery
Replacement Center, and James was one of the junior
officers training the replacements.

It appears that, somewhere around July of 1943, James
was assigned to the 861st Field Artillery Battalion as an
operations and training staff officer. During the summer,
the unit moved to Centerville, Mississippi, the home of
Camp Van Dorn. The camp was located in Amite and
Wilkinson Counties, Mississippi, and was an Army training
camp from 1942-1945. The 99th Infantry Division and the
63rd Infantry Division trained there before being sent to

James's stay at Camp Van Dorn must have been a pleasant
time in his life. At some point, while he was at Camp

Van Dorn, Vina and Dolores moved to Baton Rouge and
lived at 2240 Calumet Street. Baton Rouge is 48 miles
from Centerville, Mississippi. This would have made it
possible for occasional visits. James was an officer, and
itis notinconceivable he was allowed to leave the Camp
on weekends or holidays. He was authorized leave for

14 days beginning on October 8,1944, and we know Vina
and Dolores visited him at Camp Van Dorn during the
Christmas holidays. Like the rest of the United States
Baton Rouge and the state of Louisiana, became a beehive
of activity during the war. Harding Field in Baton Rouge
was a training base for pilots, and Vina had a military pass
to use the facilities on the base (commissary and post
exchange). Camps Beauregard, Livingston, and Claiborne
in Rapides Parish, and Camp Polk in Vernon Parish, were
all established to meet the war time need for training
military personnel. The Andrew Higgins Company in New
Orleans produced the flat bottomed LCVP, which were
instrumental in landing troops on the beaches of Europe
and in the Pacific. With Vina and Dolores living in thriving
wartime Baton Rouge and James having the ability to
leave the camp occasionally the newly married couple
must have had a fun and exciting time.

Europe. The population of the camp was around 40,000 . . FIELDy -
personnel at the height of its existence. The 861st Field ’_/%:_
O LD Shha
Artillery Battalion was attached to the 63rd Infantry s ‘ ;,:r
Division, James served as an Artillery Officer with the 63rd ‘ o ewnda fl ot -
Infantry Division, 861 Field Artillery Battalion. Hoi
Lignature

Ay thoey

Above: Vina Robinson'’s
Military Pass. Right: James
with Blood and Fire Patch
on Right Sleeve, Insignia of
the 63rd Infantry Division.
Courtesy of Dolores
Milhous, daughter of
James Robinson.

Camp Van Dorn Historical Marker. Image courtesy of William
“Brother” Rogers.
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Evidently James was not satisfied with being an Artillery
Officer. In his Military Personnel File we have an
"Application for Air Crew Training in Officer Grade” which
he submitted on February 24,1944 from Camp Van Dorn.
The application went through the Commanding General
of the 63rd Infantry Division and James specifically
requested to be allowed to attend pilot training. There

is no documentation showing his request was rejected.
However, the Army had other plans for James.

Five months after James was rejected for Air Crew
Training as a pilot, he was recommended for promotion

to First Lieutenant, Field Artillery. The recommendation
was filed on July 31,1944 by Lieutenant Colonel D.C.

Beere, Commanding Officer of the 861st Field Artillery

at Camp Van Dorn. In addition to the recommendation

for promotion, there was also a recommendation to be
appointed the Executive Officer for Battery A with the
861st Field Artillery Unit. The promotion and position
transfer were both approved. On September 9,1944, James
reported back to Fort Sill, where he enrolled in the Officers

Map of The Allied D-Day Plan. Courtesy of The
National WWII Museum.

Allied D-Day Plan
June 6, 1944
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Battery Executive Course, Class No. 47 for Field Artillery
School. He wrote to Vina on September 11 asking her
“When are you coming up here? If we find a place to stay
you can go home and get Dolores and come back up here.”
On October 8,1944, he graduated from the course.

While James was at Camp Van Dorn the United States and
her Allies landed on the beaches of Normandy. During

the early morning hours on June 6,1944, Operation
OVERLORD began the invasion of Normandy, France. By
dawn thousands of paratroopers and glider troops were on
the ground behind enemy lines, securing bridges and exit
roads. The amphibious invasion began at 6:30a.m. The
British and Canadians captured beaches codenamed Gold,
Juno, and Sword. The Americans captured Utah Beach and
Omaha Beach, where the fighting was extremely heavy.
The U.S. Army suffered over 4,700 casualties. By the end
of the day over 150,000 Allied troops successfully were
ashore at Normandy. Less than a week later, by June 11,
the beaches were fully secured and over 325,000 troops,
more than 50,000 vehicles, and some 100,000 tons of
equipment were in Normandy.

/

'L\fflr_m.vno?: o

@ Greenham
® A\ ldermaston

Dunkirk

Southamptan = ./"
-# o Hamble e
ineo p  Shorgham
L} o l‘z‘.'"” ‘ Newhaven
» T . =
Boulogae J
[
|_#J
N Abbevile
p
OPERATION L
NEPTUNE
o L S
_— Amiegi®er""

=ala=

f/_/uwomm Julm

GoLp

- !

- L]
Vire Flers
.

Mortaln
Domfran

Chartres ]
-

Fougéres
. 8!

i j Mayenne Miles
i / \\L‘K a 25
}

’!.—fm«ly'-"“ {

14 SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM



DEPLOYMENT TO EUROPE

“Blood and Fire” was the slogan of the 63rd Infantry
Division, which was activated at Camp Blanding, Florida,
on June1s,1943. After some initial training the unit
relocated to Camp Van Dorn. With the arrival of the 861st
Field Artillery Battalion and other support units, the
division reached full strength by the summer of 1944. In
addition to the 861st Field Artillery Battalion, there was
also the 718th, 862nd and 863rd Field Artillery Battalions,
which supported the 253rd, 254th and 255th Infantry
Regiments. The commanding officer was Major General
Louis Hibbs. By November 1944, advanced units of the
division were transferring to Camp Shanks for deployment
to Europe. Once in Europe the 63,rd Infantry Division,
would log 119 days of combat in the Rhineland and Central
Europe Campaigns. They would take over 21,000 German
prisoners and suffer over 4,500 casualties while earning
seven Presidential Unit Citations and two members of the
63rd Infantry Division received the Medal of Honor.

After completing his Executive Course and returning to
Camp Van Dorn, First Lieutenant James Robinson, by
the fall of 1944 must have realized his fate rested with
the 861st Field Artillery Battalion. During the holiday
season James received a visit from his wife and daughter.
Obviously this was a wonderful moment for the newly
married couple, little did they know it would be the last
time they would see each other.

On December 31, Captain James Young, Jr. filed an
“Efficiency Report” on James Robinson. The report

stated James was his Executive Officer with Battery A,
and received superior grades in all categories. Captain
Young wrote the following in describing James's character.
"A dynamic, alert, forceful yet somewhat talkative and
temperamental officer whose personal magnetism and
ability to think rapidly and clearly under stress qualify him
as a personal leader to an outstanding degree. Is inclined
to slow up on what he considers routine work, out rises

to challenge with superlative results. Lacks educational
background.”

In January 1945, James shipped out to Camp Shanks, New
Jersey, for deployment to Europe.

— o T ¥ .

Camp Shanks. View from water tower B looking North View Orangeburg
Road where road bends, 1943. US Army Photograph, courtesy of
Orangetown Historical Museum & Archives.

Beginningin 1943 until the end of World War I, Camp
Shanks was the largest Army port of embarkation in the
United States. Camp Shanks, fondly referred to as “Last
Stop, USA" by the soldiers who passed through it, saw over
1.25 million troops sail from its docks to Europe and Africa.
Consisting of over 2,000 acres in Orangetown, New York,
the site was perfect for a large embarkation port. There
were two railroads located on the Hudson River which ran
through Orangetown. At the height of its existence, the
base had a population of over 50,000 serviced by Quonset
hut barracks, a laundry, a bakery, a hospital, chapels, stores
and a theater. Gls spent an average of eight to twelve

days at the camp before boarding ships to North Africa or
Europe. Camp Shanks processed around 40,000 soldiers
each month. This was where James Robinson and the
861st Field Artillery Battalion were processed for their
deployment to Europe.

Troops disembark at Piermont Pier from the Brig. Gen. D.E. Horton,
1945. US Army Photograph, courtesy of Orangetown Historical
Museum & Archives.
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They arrived at Marseille, France in the middle of January
1945.

On December 16,1944, the Germans launched a major
counter-offensive, through the densely-forested Ardennes
region which became known as the Battle of the Bulge.
They initially achieved total surprise but U.S. forces
regrouped and by January 25,1945, they had pushed the
Germans back. It was very costly. The U.S. Army sustained
over 89,000 casualties, of which 19,000 were killed in
action.

The use of artillery during World War Il was
unprecedented. Germans interviewed after the war
commented on the fear generated by American artillery
barrages that rained down on them. The gun used by the
861st was the 105 mm howitzer. A battalion had three
batteries, and each battery had 4 guns. When at full
strength the battalion was manned by close to 500 men.
Each battery had about 100 men, 95 enlisted men and five
officers, and each of the artillery battalions were assigned
to an infantry regiment to provide combat support. During
the war there were 238 field artillery battalions operating
in Europe, 36 of which were armed with the 105mm
howitzer. James was one of the five officers assigned to
Battery A of the 861st Field Artillery.

View from a ship of the harbor of Marseilles, France. Gift of Vincent
Yannetti, from the collection of The National World War Il Museum.

When James and the 861st Field Artillery came ashore

at Marseille, France, they were attached to the 253rd
Infantry Regiment. Almost immediately, they were thrust
into heavy fighting. The Germans on December 31,1944
launched Operation NORDWIND with the purpose of
destroying the U.S. 7th Army. James and the 861st along
with the 253rd were attached to the 7th Army to help stop

US artillery troops bombarding enemy positions in Italy on 1 September 1944 U.S. Army Signal Corps
photograph, Gift of Regan Forrester, from the Collection of The National World War Il Museum.
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the German offensive. They halted the German offensive
on January 25,1945. This was the last major offensive
Germany launched. Once they stopped the German
attack, they moved into Auersmacher where they fought
the Germans there from February 17 - 19. After entering
Auersmacher, the next day on February 20, James was

made the forward observer for Company A, First Battalion,
253rd Regiment. On March 15,1945 as the division moved
north east into Germany, they took the cities of Fechingen,

Eschringen, and Ensheim. James had been in Europe for
two months and was already a seasoned combat veteran.

L4
American 105mm Howitzer shelling German forces near Carentan,
France, 11 July 1944. Retrieved from the National Archives.

After a much needed rest, on March 28, the 63rd Division
crossed the Rhine River at Neuschloss. We are not sure if
the 861st Field artillery was with the Division at the time
they crossed the Rhine: However, if they did not cross the
first day then they followed soon after. The crossing of
the Rhine put the Division deep in German territory and
facing the most severe German resistance. By April 1945,
Germany was all but defeated. It was understood the

US Seventh Army
bridge near Worms, Germany, circa 26 March 1945. U.S. Army Signal
Corps photograph.

war would be ending soon. However, the Germans kept
fighting. It appeared they were going to fight until the
very end. The Germans facing the 63rd Infantry Division
and the 861st Field Artillery were the fanatical 17th SS
Panzer Division, seasoned combat veterans who would
not consider surrendering. On April 4, the 253rd Regiment
crossed the Jagst River in the Griesheim-Herbolzheim
region.

Servicemen with a105mm Howitzer M3. Location unknown. ca 1944
Europe. Gift in Memory of Rayford Edwin Alexander, from the Collection
of The National World War || Museum.
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APRIL 6, 1945

A forward observer with a field artillery unit was one of the
most dangerous positions in World War II. Artillery, like the
105mm howitzers used by 861st, was seldom within the
sight of the battle. The forward observer serves as the eyes
of the big guns, radioing back to the artillery battery the
location of the target. On most occasions the shots are not
on target, so the observer sends back corrections to zero

in on the target. The forward observer and his team of two
enlisted men traveled with the infantry. Casualties were
high among the forward observer teams. By the end of the
war they were lucky if they lasted two weeks without being
hit. Forward observers had to be very versatile and have
the ability to think quickly, even at times taking command
of aninfantry unit.

The contrast in battle is best illustrated in a letter James
wrote to Vina dated April 3,1945. “Well Darling I am still
alive and kicking,  am well and in excellent health and
hate the Jerry's more every day. Well we have been moving
fastand | have been through the Siegfried Line and have
crossed the Rhine River. Darling | am not in any danger,
don't worry about me just plan on having a good time
when | get home." He was very proud of his two year old
daughter, Dolores, showing her picture to the guys in his
unit. “She is the pin up girl of A Co. 253rd Inf"  This is the
last letter James wrote.

On April 5 the 1st Battalion of the 253rd crossed the
Jagst River at Untergriesheim, Germany. The crossing
was challenged by enemy artillery from the vicinity of
Kressbach. It was a clear day and visibility was excellent.
The 17th SS Panzer Division, 1800 strong, were dugin on
the high ground between Untergriesheim to the west and
Kressbach and Stein to the east. At 1645 that afternoon
"A” Company led the attack on a hill directly east of
Untergriesheim, sustaining several casualties. Among
the casualties were both of the enlisted men assigned

to 1st Lieutenant James Robinson. Orders were given to
withdraw to Untergriesheim to reorganize and prepare
for a dawn attack. Knowing the attack would begin in the
morning before the sun rose one can imagine there was
little sleep.

US forward observers watch troop movements from atop a hutin
Lanuvio, Italy on 31 May 1944. U.S. Army Signal Corps photograph,
Gift of Regan Forrester, from the Collection of The National World
War Il Museum.

At 0400 on April 6, "A” Company led the attack with a
platoon of tanks. They had moved only a few hundred
yards when the Germans brought down a heavy
concentration of mortar fire on “A” Company resulting

in eleven casualties. Lieutenant Robinson and his
replacements called in artillery fire, which destroyed

the German mortar positions. ‘A" Company renewed the
attack at about 0520 suffering four more casualties. By
this time the sun had risen and visibility had become
clearer allowing the enemy’s fire to become more
accurate. At around 0620, James called in an artillery
attack on a machine gun nest, which was reported as being
100% accurate. During this round of fighting "A” Company
suffered seven more casualties. By 1130 the Company was
about 1000 meters south east of Herbolzheim, German
snipers, machine guns, and mortar fire had been deadly,
with the company losing more than half of their men. The
Company Commander, Lieutenant Magin, was killed by a
sniper which left Lieutenant Adams as the only infantry
officer.
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Lieutenant Robinson’s replacements did not make it past
the morning. Robinson’s new reconnaissance man TSgt
Moody, was killed by a sniper, and radio operator Private
Tackett was seriously wounded and evacuated to a field
hospital. When his radio operator went down, James took
the 78 pound SCR 610, radio knowing he would have to
callin artillery support. At this point there were about 25
men under the command of Lieutenant Adams, who at
about 1200 hours was wounded and had to be evacuated.
The morale of the men was very low, many of them panic
stricken. James was the only remaining officer, and the
situation was desperate. With no other options available,
James took command of the small group.

With “absolute disregard for his personal safety,
completely ignoring the terrific hail of enemy fire, he coolly
walked among the men and told them what he intended to
do." He told each man personally that his objective was to
take the base of the hill from the Germans. Inspired by the
“personal magnetism" of Lieutenant Robinson, the men
rose to their feet along with several walking wounded and
yelled “Let’s go.” The men followed James to the base of
the hill, and witnessed him personally empty his M-1rifle
and pistol, killing ten of the enemy on the spot. By 1400 the
objective had been captured and the enemy killed or fled.
There were 19 men left in "A” Company, and they dug into
the positions for which they had fought so hard.

At 1600 the small group, now numbering nineteen,
received orders to take the village of Kressbach. This
seemed almost suicidal. The men were exhausted, weary,
and reluctant to move anywhere, let alone stage another
attack on a strongly occupied German position. "Again it
was Lieutenant Robinson who inspired them to Herculean
feats.” Men followed, for the second time in the afternoon,
James against a fanatical enemy with superior numbers.
As James led the advance a shell fragment hit him in

the neck, sending him to the ground. He was bleeding
profusely but, he refused medical aid and refused to go to
therear, instead callingin an artillery strike on the town.
He could barley talk, but he encouraged the men to keep
moving.

Sometime after James was mortally wounded, he made
the following radio transmission: “Evans, | want you to
gather up all of my belongings and send them home to my
wife. Also, send up a new Forward Observer Section. | have
been hit,and | don't think | will make it." Even after sending
this transmission; James continued to call in artillery fire
until he could no longer talk. By 1700 Kressbach had been
captured.

Lieutenant Robinson, who could no longer speak,
turned his radio over to the infantry, and walked back to
Herbolzheim to the aid station. He received first aid and
was sent to another field hospital for surgery. At 1900 he
died.

The first page of James E. Robinson'’s last letter to his beloved
wife Vina, written April 3rd, 1945. Courtesy of Dolores Milhous,
daughter of James Robinson.
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MEDAL OF HONOR

The events which followed are all testimony to the bravery,
personal charisma, fortitude and strength of Lieutenant
James Edward Robinson, Jr. Several men, enlisted and
officers, witnessed the activity of James on that fateful day,
April 6,1945.

Brigadier General E.J. McGaw from the Headquarters of
the 63rd Infantry Division wrote a letter dated April 11 to
Mrs. Robinson informing her of the death of James. “It is
with a feeling of deep regret that | write you relative to
the recent death of your husband.” General McGaw went
on to write "Robbie was one of my best officers.” Captain
Charles Young, Commanding Officer 861st Field Artillery
Battalion, wrote to Mrs. Robinson on April 15: “Jim’s ever
present cheerfulness and magnificent courage were an
inspiration to all.” Funeral services were held for James on
April 7and he was buried in a United States Cemetery in
Southern Germany.

On May 18,1945, Vina received a letter informing her "At
the request of the President, | write to inform you that the
Purple Heart has been awarded posthumously to your
husband.” On July 7,1945 for previous action James was
posthumously awarded the Bronze Star Medal with one
Oak-Leaf Cluster.

“For heroic achievement in action on 27 February 1945

in the vicinity of **** During a savage enemy counter-
attack spearheaded by self-propelled guns, machine guns,
mortars and riflemen, Lieutenant Robinson, through

his skillful manipulation and direction of artillery fire in
darkness and fog, materially aided the infantry in repelling
the enemy. Numerous enemy were captured and an
undetermined number killed in this action; and for heroic
achievement in action on 3 March 1945, in the vicinity of
ok % Lieutenant Robinson was forward observer with
Company A", *** Infantry Regiment, which was under
murderous enemy mortar and artillery fire. Although
exposing himself to the same fire coupled with machine
gun and small arms fire, he changed his position tone
which enabled him to observe and silence by artillery

fire two enemy artillery batteries and numerous mortar
positions.”

-
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First page from the War Department's official
statement recognizing that James Robinson was
to receive the Medal of Honor. Courtesy of Dolores
Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

There are numerous documents in the Military Personnel
File of Lieutenant Robinson informing Vina her late
husband had received the Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart. What followed next was the highest honor awarded
to a soldier.

The first document recommending him for the Medal
of Honor which appears in the Military Personnel File of
Lieutenant James Robinson is dated May 28,1945. The
document is from Company A" First Battalion, 253rd
Infantry Regiment, and is signed by numerous officers
and enlisted men who witnessed the heroic action of
James on that fateful day. Many of the men who signed
the document were alive because of James’s action. The
document is two pages and describes the events which
took place on April 6. “After the Company Commander
was killed, and we all wanted to quit, Lieutenant Robinson,
demonstrating again his magnificent leadership and
courage and with his characteristic gallantry rallied us
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around him and led us through a hail of enemy bullets,
personally killing several enemy in his path and taking our
objective and driving the enemy from his positions and
inflicting upon him extremely heavy casualties.”

There exist numerous testimonies to the bravery and
courage of James Robinson. The two most compelling
documents are from TSgt William Brown and Captain John
Fralish. These two reports corroborate each other and
testified in detail to the events which took place on April 6,
1945. The recommendation by TSgt Brown consists of ten
pages, and the one by Captain Fralish is six pages. Each of
these reports explains in detail the events beginning with
the attack on the evening of April 5. Both reports can be
found in the appendix of this book.

The first document recognizing First Lieutenant Robinson
as arecipient of the Medal of Honor is dated October 30,
1945. The letter is addressed to the Commanding General,
Philadelphia Quartermaster Depot, “The Commanding
General, Army Services Forces, directs the Medal of Honor
awarded First Lieutenant James B. Robinson be forwarded
to this office, Decorations and Awards Branch, 2026
Munitions Building, Washington 25, D.C." The letter went
on to instruct the Medal should be engraved as follows:

The Congress To
1st Lt James E. Robinson
FA.US. Army
Untergriesheim, Germany
6 April 1945

James Robinsons wife, Vina receiving his Medal of Honor. Courtesy of
Dolores Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

The date of the award was October 2,1945, almost six
months from the day James gave his life for his country.

All documentation officially announcing James as a Medal
of Honor recipient is dated December 6,1945. Mrs. Vina
Robinson received this letter dated December 6,1945:

“I have the honor to inform you that by direction of the
President a Medal of Honor has been posthumously
awarded by the War Department, in the name of Congress,
to your husband, First Lieutenant James E. Robinson for
conspicuous gallantry in action above and beyond the call
of duty.” The Medal of Honor was presented to his widow,
Vina and their daughter Dolores on December 11,1945. The
citation was published in the War Department General
Orders and can be found in the appendix of this book.

Vina and Dolores. Courtesy of Dolores Milhous,
daughter of James Robinson.
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In the years to come, the honors continued to mount

for James Robinson, Jr. An officer’s candidate barracks at
Fort Sill and a barracks in Stuttgart, Germany are both
named in his honor. In 1948 the French Government
posthumously presented James with the Croix de Guerre
with Silver Star. On September 9,1948 Vina received
the following letter from the Department of the Army:
“l am pleased to inform you that the Army-owned cargo
vessel “Lt. James E. Robinson” has been named in honor
of your husband, the late Lieutenant James E. Robinson,
Jr” James was brought home and buried at the National
Cemetery at Fort Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas.

First Lieutenant James Edward Robinson, Jr. was a
professional soldier. He lied about his age to join the
Texas National Guard when he was a teenager. After
serving in the National Guard for four years, he developed
a desire to join the Army. He resigned from the National
Guard and the next day June 3,1939 he enlisted in

the U.S. Army two years before the United States

entered World War II. He rose rapidly through the ranks
advancing to Master Sergeant before applying for Officer
Candidate School. After completing OCS, he received his
commission and was assigned to the 861st Field Artillery
Battalion and within months was promoted to First
Lieutenant. In January 1945 his unit shipped out to France
and was immediately thrust into combat. By February
20,1945 he was made a forward observer, one of the most
dangerous positions in the war, with the 253rd Regiment
Battery A. On April 6,1945 he took command of Infantry
Company A, now only 19 strong and led them in the attack
against the German village of Kressbach. Wounded and
barely able to speak, James rallied his troops and by all
accounts his leadership and courage were the reason
they successfully achieved their objective. Only after
Kressbach had been taken did he seek medical help,
walking two miles to the nearest aid station. His wounds
proved to be mortal, at 1900 hours he died.

When his country needed him, First Lieutenant James
Robinson, Jr. answered the call. For his World War Il service,
he was recognized for serving in the Rhineland and Central
Europe Campaigns. He was posthumously awarded the
Bronze Star with one Oak-Leaf Cluster, Purple Heart,

Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Service Medal,
American Campaign Medal, World War Il Victory Medal,
French Croix de Guerre with Silver Star, and the European
-African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with two Bronze
Service Stars. For his bravery and leadership, which cost
him his life he was awarded the Medal of Honor, the highest
honor the U.S. Military can bestow on a soldier.

First Lieutenant James E. Robinson. Courtesy of Dolores
Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.

Images on opposite
page courtesy of
Wikimedia Commons,
military.com and

The National WWII
Museum.
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RANKS, DECORATIONS AND CITATIONS
WORN BY JAMES E. ROBINSON,; JR.

1 AARBS

First Second Corporal Sergeant Staff Sergeant Technical Master Sergeant
Lieutenant Lieutenant Sergeant

L

63RD. DIV,
Insignia of the 63rd
Infantry Division

American Good Conduct Purple Heart American WWII Victory Bronze Star
Defense Medal Medal Campaign Medal Medal

European French Croix
African Middel de Guerre with
Eastern The Medal of Honor Silver Star

Campaign Medal
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MOVEMENT OF JAMES E.
ROBINSON DURING WORLD WAR 11
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ames E. Robinson. The documents are drawn largely from his

Military Personnel File, and the collection of papers of James Robinson’s daughter, Dolores Milhous.
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EDUCATION.
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STATE FILE NUMBER

MOTHER'S NAME

LAST NAME PRIOR TO
FIRST MARRIAGE

MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE
Note:

H7335535

JIRRHE

ENCE OF ODH WATERMAR " HOLD TO LIGHT TO VIEW

STATE OF OHIO
OFFICE OF VITAL STATISTICS

CERTIFICATION OF BIRTH

1819057327 DATE RECORD FILED  07/16/1919
JAMES EDWARD ROBINSON

07/10/1919 SEX MALE

OHIO
DOLORES ROBINSON FATHER'S NAME JAMES E ROBINSON

FRECKLETON

NEW HAMPSHIRE FATHER'S BIRTHPLACE NEW HAMPSHIRE

This is a true certification of the name and birth facts as recorded in
the Office of Vital Statistics, Columbus, Ohio. Witness my
signature and seal of the Department of Health this 11 day of

CLiati37%,

State Registrar of Vital Siatistics

SUMMIT COUNTY GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT

VERIFY PRESENCE OF ODH WATERMARK HOLD TO LIGHT TO VIEW

SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM

27



28

%M »%?///,a} fﬁf
Jdames E£dward Robinson Jr.

/ ) .)(fé%;r/rvvé/ /'f.w///'.((.'// Mo 6;)”//9'&:7/ 5 / .}r/(/y/ f‘r‘?jﬂwﬁvz/ /y t{f//e‘?’ ﬁ()ﬂzv/ f}/ :’/( ()zgﬂw{.?ﬁ)?;
/r:)* /2 ://7/ kool ._ﬁ/ ;;//a//»aaw/ i -Z%ﬁ?%f’ﬂ' enditlod to- iy

5 ,_,_-"_ . e — "'2::.:——_."\‘ !.'_. ""_" ‘:-'-‘-_“—- e ,.-.f_:__ _. SN s,

.'Q‘wrw /{/f(é‘/‘ s /ﬂ/m'ﬁ' (f./ ﬂ%&@ép&/ %’; : ’7 / 4747;/ f/{ ¢ 7/' )djj/ 7 j /

}7%2’4‘%/%/?-{/:’-’(25?05"7 W SUPERINTENDENT
f ] /] -y 7z - P - |
;/ /{II’;’ i /7’([6’”’ ; W-t«i#x//}_-
4 BECRE"_JRY PRINGIPAL
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Nufional Guard of the United States

AND OF THE STATE OF%

Qo all mhom it may concern:

’—*—-@mw@@emw, ﬁ%{ ;&wm 7%,
i @wfx/‘ﬂz / __________

Mm/ _4% . @ « TESTIMONIAL OF HONEST AND FaITHFUL
SERVICE, #/ /%ﬂé HoNorABLY DiscHARGED /m # NATIONAL GUARD 5/ Ao

UNITED STATES 22 ¢ / ﬁf’ St . /a@;éup / leaden /

was Lotw

. M .......................... L {}fg H%{é ;/ CQéj)

@/f/% entbited He was)§7% 4 yeals ?//g r/ﬁ@/{;}w batiin oLty
_%4; /g/ M{L W -aé.«%&a’ /m %M fm///ézm ond
wab .. 4. /e%’ 7} w&féfﬁm/%

Fpren wndos ﬂy rié‘fz% N %@a& %

______ Z iy of biloncle (Mﬁw %%M W/MI?#

olonel, ) w245

(é‘} m&wmé‘;y.
WAR DEP ARTMENT * Insert grade acd company and corps or department; “'Bergeant, Company A, Ist New York Infant gk 1, G i
Natonan Gumlﬂmlnu Qul;-t:rmnm:&om Pﬂmhm;?m Cluss, Illhnﬁ{hd.uu: ment."” b B | ST Oet
FORM NO. + Insert ** 1 Guard" ', a3 the case may be.. 3—3066
Ed. Apr. 1-35 1 I discharged prior wumra tion of service, give oumber, date, and { order or deseription of authority therefor,
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3

Cemy ?éES?WE Ect‘waf‘: S torPield Arvillery (unasemd) o serve three

‘ *fwmmFt-' Sam_ chw’con, Tezes

Iataﬂmﬁedmeemthemy(seelmtmdmns)-

: 12. Whatﬂ]nem,dmeﬂam,orm&nhhaveyauhadameecbﬂdhmd?__ﬂgne

14 Haveyonever:msedorspatupblood’l_ng_ f so, when?

- 16. Haveyouembeanmdertreamntatahnspttalorasylnm?_m____ ]fsu,whm,andfnrwhﬂailmmt?

S S ENLlSTMENT RECORD
e REGULAR A

Robinson, *J"am Edward,JT /#6 6%, g,ﬁ\

——ﬁﬁ Illm' M!mm) :

sexial No.)*

Wmmmwtnmmimmm (Qity, town, or post office) - {County)
+Enlisted at%—’a’iii-i-r‘..f}, TEX A , on the 208 gay of Juns . 19__:39, ]

mmmmmm) .. fWord

&AmyuusaﬁmoitheUnmdStaﬁs?_Ieanothaveyonmadelegﬂdechnhon tntention of
Ifadnﬂarantforctﬁsensh:p a.Onwhatdateandmwhatoonrﬁd}dmmkeﬂmdechmmn? e

= - T & Did
%Ummmwm%mmmmmmwmymwmdfwton

4. Are you single, married, widower, or divorced? _Single _ How many ehildren have you? . Non
dependent on you for support? Ng_. If s0, give

5. Have you ever been convicted (a) of a felony? _HQ__  (8) of any offense? N0 Have you ever been b
tence of a eourt in a reformatory, pﬂ.orpemtenhary?.ﬁe._. If so, where?
Have you ever been discharged from the service (Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or National
Smwgmmyothmmrﬂcqmawomd&mbﬂwymthonghmmdaﬂmamvﬂmmﬂmm
everbeendlspbargedfmxnanymea,exnepththgoodchmﬁer and for the reasons given by you to the

6. Have you ever served as an enlisted man in the Stsi;s_, Igﬁ Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or
Bm,staﬁehstmeeanddaﬁeofd:schnmncw cc‘lt-Ang'% ’39 Have you ever served as a ¢
these services? g Ifso,shtehstmee,amidnteandnntmofsep&m&mtbare&m

7. Areynunuwa.memberoitkeNsﬁoml Guard of any State, Territory, ortheDmhmﬁofColumhm?
mmmmmmmmhmm R

a member of the Officers’ Reserve Corps? ___No Enhstedmcmps'r_ﬂn_ National Guard
&mmyoummmwapmfmmmmmw__m__w Ifso,gzvedm,;iaee,

WM,

rejection:
9 H&wymev&nsedmhmm,morphmqmaﬁhmmmyhahﬁmgdmgmmmﬁe?_ﬂﬁ
0. Have you ever since childhood wet the bed while asleep? - Ho -

1. Do you mmderthatmmmwmmdandwdl?_‘fas_ ¥ not, give details

13. Haveyoueverhadanycfﬂxefollomg? Ifso,swedahs- Spells of unwnsmnusness, convulsions, or fits

15. 'When were you last treated by a physician, and for what silment? __Never

17. mmmmﬁymmwmmwm@mmmmmwmm
yontquahﬁmhnnsfcrmhstmentyouamﬁableto‘hmlbycouﬁ-marﬁal for fraudulent enlisiment?
18. ‘Do you 'know that if you are rejected bymusonotanydlsquahﬁuhons known to you and, concealed

ymwﬂlmtbefnmabaiwﬁhmﬁmtnmporhtmnhm;ﬂmof ph ?
DomaglmhmhﬁhﬁeAmy,mhsmumdhbeWﬁyoumfmﬂahedmspom{
zo.Cmm_m.j:nn._B_Bmoks Bpegeant 0 F 2. 10 ifiing Sere
- iy (Nunn) 3 N 2 & . (Grade)
Remsrks:

: Idedm&t%b wanﬂ.mymﬂmeﬁohaveb&nmdtommdthmtmy
mdedandarememan

day of .
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P—— Texas Lo ¥ & . EE A
. Crry, Tows, or Mirrazy Posr ___DE—-!_}_&_S_.___ N »
L* James . __Robinson,
born . duiy = .- 107-h, B : 1919 - a.ndnowaged__g__.
: oty

. Relationship___ROher - Addrem 1122 S. 15th Si., - gl ot

+ . Nome -
* — ii’ane - -
" Tnthe event of my leaving no widow or child, or their deceas before payment i made, T then desigaal
mm&mﬁmv{nﬁﬁgm whoml.scmydg;endmt. n— = - f.eaa
t _Dolores Robinson (mosher) 1122'S: 15th St., Facc, Texas
) (dedspmdmx;ima,nsau) (mmshﬁ)) ®

T my bendima.ry under thé said act tbe relahve named below, who is my dependent :

4 3. E. Robinson *_{father) 1122 S. 15th »t.,;?faco, Te:cas
(Nmnu!dmt:ifmum) (Relationship) A g;’ F
. A . > - - i
Signatmenfsnlﬂmr t e e I S i o i’ e PR
] f-’g ~ (First name)  (Midd@mitial) ; " CastDame)® :
‘w-x Kl 813 'Da,'ﬁas 'Fexas - ) § on . Junc 29 103Q »

OATH AND OERTLF‘IcéTg.OF ENLISTMENT
Tar Unrred ’Sﬂ:ms OF AMERICA

dohmebyaehmleagetohvemmmmam E’lﬂ day of __June

ReguhrAmyoitheUmﬁed SﬁataofAmeneaforthepenodof(wnrdmd figure) -m'eem('f) - 3

preseﬁbed lswunhmsoonerdmehuged propermmmﬂx ‘to accept from the United
rations, byelnttnngssmormy A law. sweu-(maﬁnn)ﬂrstlwﬂl
gmnnetoﬂ:eUmtedStates Ammm thillaerve hmstl andfan‘hfully‘gamxt enet
thathﬂlobeytbem‘demoithermdmtntﬂmUmﬁedShtumdgemdasofthe appmnted

Rules and Arhcies W

Ifu{lmeahfy&gatth?msmlm mn;'igmtely mspetfliedaud *prewmaﬁu befuretr‘;: ?ns bm dt?t‘;feoath tha.t"
was me us su on
sobetandmfunpmwnufmhwmenmfacu]ﬁes ﬂm{tothebeetofmymdgmeniandbehefhefnlﬁ]]saﬂ
and that in enlisting him mhtheaermofthel]mted&at&lhavestncﬁy regn]shmswhmh
service, Ifmﬂmo&rhiyﬂmtﬁeabomoath,asﬁﬂedm,wasmdtoﬂnspphmtbai his subseription th

— . Telesphor. 3. Gai‘rc‘za!’s.
(Signatare) g (Nams typed) “{Grads and organization)

with nsme at top of page 1. tmmmummm‘

dms oath and certiicate must be the same.

NEAREST RELATIVE AND PERSON TO BSE NOTIFIED IN cAsSE oF Ef

Nearest relative._40L0Tes Robinson
(omrmmnmemd) * (Name in fall)

mmburandmw:mlmn‘h;iimmmy . (City, town, ar post affice)

. ) =
Person to be notified in case of emergency liother o5 above.
= s . (Name in fall)
Relationship : Address e : :
- (If friend, 50 state) mummmﬁrmmgfmmm) {City, town, or post affice)

3 Y
DESIG,NATION OF‘ BENEFICIARY e
s,Ded-mdApplﬁznt; schmimﬁnambnamuum&hed)

(nﬂlmmd'iq EmmukmkaMnm}

(Fu!lsddms) £

Inﬂ\seventnfﬁxedeathorquuﬂiﬁ of the last-named d dent rélative before pa.ymhs

i e

Teleschor Csfiacscr.aii, Col,?

(Sﬁmmmdvlmnmﬁng) 25 mmucmmtmun T (Gmdnahdmmkatmn}
. * Qive full neme and address of of each child; Emmmm«ﬂsﬁmhmmmm wm, Nﬁﬁm
beneficiary be & relative of the mmtmmumw No other persom is ble da'
{mmmmrm xigum- idmhnlwﬁh sabscribed to nﬂl enlﬂmen& “ oo
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STATE OF & TEXAS

Certiticate of
%?@fff@g@

ﬁ}]’ Hirtue of a Wirensy awaed a7z e day 0%}

/O’ B ,.ag J 9) /95_3.__41/ the Clerk 0%1%9
%unty Court af /fza.«/t.a_zé‘/ %(mty, Goras
f-j, : v /Mﬁce o/ the SDeace in and
/Mz DPrecinet HNo. one a/ gaﬂf,a/ed Cgaanz'y, Seras

Bo Hereby Certify #at J have this day celelrated the

Rites of Flatrimony
Letween Mr____ [, é’r &, M (Josbe—
Al S

el = 7 ol

7
In Witness ]Eﬂherpnf J hereunto sulscrilie my name and
affir my seal as %=0}l}%c£a L//%-z‘dM/ Gutlie at my

0)//?6'3 in _/cg.a_gd’ Cea ) this the_ 4>
(/ay a/ A D 79 h R

& ‘ff/‘/f. AL{AA@

/Mt:‘ce c?/ the Seace recinct No. One gow?a/ed %zmty, eras
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i MARRIAGE RECORD MARRIAGE RECORD

| ——— e
BT p—
| THE STATE OF TEXAS, v 19434 I waﬂﬁ.ﬁmaw_ﬂhﬁ.,“ ¥ 19437
Dweenly of Gomekia, “ T ALL WEO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS—GREETING: County of TO ALL. WHO SHALL SEE THESE FRESENTS—GREETING:

un.ﬂ.r-. IQEEE%?W&# kﬁﬂ!n—l&r&it?ﬁgl
%m&?&kﬂﬂiﬁi%ﬂ%ﬁ.ghfniitiﬁgl E,ﬁﬂ F .1
Huaband end Wife__ . I ne PN A .mv\.nﬂﬁmt\q s Husbend and Wie. Loms Pty W ", 4

and for o dong this Be ki suglcient authority. nd for so doing fhia shall be bis ruficient exthority., |

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I .rnd..«v&_ rIL&?E&TE of the County Court of Gonseles County, ' IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, \wg..%..hu.sa&ulﬂ.inhfﬂihai af Goassles Coundy,
riiﬁfl!ii?illg;ifﬁ%kk. (LT Aerexnts sbecribe my name Sod fic he seol of suid Cowrt, this__ 57 day of ) ke 19304
= 0 PLAY 1 A Clerk, . L WSS Y - P S .
FRE I e [ Y, {
e h.dv  — Deputy, [ ik e il .. S — — T
THE STATE OF TEXAS, u 1 THE STATE OF TEXAS, w
Commty of. \\Lth\h.u County of Dt pniirn.

aF%EHEt:uui:mtn&lA ) ALz Thin Cerfifies thot | joined in Marrioge oo Husband emd Wite_Tler= g&n\hﬂ!h.&wawmﬂ‘r..i
: F@u«&...;wﬂhﬂ.%uug. mothe __ES by o) e oo An, sy
& _.h\\n\ A.\\.u\tl e A

il wlun.\{

P s K n k) Do

Recorded LT _duy of_fluman Reconied 2.2 _deg HF.DE.E\.? iﬁﬂﬂrﬂ‘&\m\g
. Clesk.
—Deputy.
THE STATE OF TEXAS, | ¥ 195433 THE STATE OF TEXAS, Mo 19435
Comly o Gongsiys. . .| TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS—GEEETING: County of Gonsalos, TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS—GREETING:
ENOW e, That any person. begally sxthorized fo colebrate the Riter of Metrimony iz bereby Beensed to foin in Merrisge, or ENOW Ye, That n-u.u..l.ea_anu___ authorized to celebrate ke Rites of .z.?.lu.. i beraby licemted b2 join in Marriage, o
Husbend and Wife____ S | EE s S Sy ushemd and Wifs P ctamntant L.L....\h.nl\. PP rars B Tctarae B _&h\‘aﬂrs_.r\.!l
exd for 50 doing {his akall be his emficient authorily. : and for 5o doing this sholl be iz suficient anthority,
IN TEETIMONY WHEREOF, I Clerk of the County Court of Gonsales County, IN TESTIMONY WHERBOF, I__ _rbru..f?m\m.a ARWERNM\ Clerk of the Cousty n..u.i of Gonsales Connty,
hereunds subroribe my nene and ofiz the soal of seld Court, this — ey Bervinte rubscribe my neme and afir the .a;.aanqu.:r. IS ol Dec. s
3 Zi8) ek r Jann e h_hrl\t\wuun _Clerk,
By B - Duput | [ a.... L7E Depaty,
G s “ o " THE STATE OF TEXAS, |||m e
Connty of_ | |
Yhis Corfifes 1ot T foed i Marvinpe s sbasd and. Wife FERE Q.u:_cm.nﬂ_.a: that T fuinod e Movriaps as Husbesd axd Wit 2cntit’s \nﬁu&v\,\\u\“\

e L T v and_ Pt g rretime ub@.]\bhri the Bl ey of ) mvandeo A D 135S

aal AR, e e T e il e R
4
- — . S 1Y AR S e ==
Reoorded________ day of — Recorded 7 T _day of | oPriicemmys 198,
Clerk. 4
By — - T L
N CYET: = Y
THE STATE OF TEXAS, o 19436 THE STATE 0F TEXAS,| v 1943g
County af Gonoales, T ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS—GREETING: County of Gomosler. | TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS—GREETING:
ENQW Te, That any person lagally ised 1o colsbrale the Rites of Matrimony iz hereby boamaed fo join in Merriaps, a2 ENOW Te, Thet _!.!ivn_. y exthorized o celefrafe the Riter of Metrimony is hereby Hornsed o join in Marrioge, e

Husbosd and Wife
and for 5o doing this shall be ki sxflci

e Llhﬂvﬂlliun.w\hﬂ‘n\ll\‘ e .n“”.k n”“-”..”._—:% Polalily , (P 4 P | - My .\k\l&r\nn@%%ﬂc

be hix sufficiont exthority. £
IN TESTINONY WHEREOF, I wanu-ﬁ‘h..giigafuo! 'y Conert of Gamsales County, IN TESTINONY WHEEEOF, i Lﬁg\a\h L et Clerk of the County Coent of Gomssles County,

Aerenis suberribe wy nmme and Sz the veal of soid Cowrt, thit__ 28 iy of Bloceredioe. 1957 eronnts sabocribe s aame bat ofi the el of sid Crurd, his_ ol sy af Jmnsrcen oy 19¥ 2
£, 5 \fﬁhﬂEi SRR S —Nmmzniar £ Bataezis gk
: By - Dty | i ﬁh 5 Byl ———  _Dauiy
THE STATE OF TEXAS, M z -1 E e T = e % : 1
Connty of 2, = .N\LYBNE\&?‘ “
This Cortiply that T joined in Morrige o+ Hasband and Wie. ‘klhrn. \\..\r.\%...n.v.c.u._nf

‘. N\\\.b*l\’-

e This gﬂu«bﬂhii‘ﬂlﬂﬂ.n-!litﬂt‘&\ = O |

E\%E.Fwﬂ\ e S s PR ol ) £ PR — i n_
= £ G 7

3 _

o
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e

$an Antonio Air Depot
Puncan Ficld, Texas
Personnel Eraining Peparfment
Fhis corlifics U M[Sgh. Jomes Robingon, Jr.  Has

T ———

‘U‘q____umaﬁ_me.___ cowrss
' @erftfttafc

4 o emee
- _f'ff f / _xf ; 7 N
; / j -
choe s /'71 ‘:b _:,__.--twﬂn

96
96
100

l'ﬁrs Grade
1P
I
56

105! 100
5

100
o S

The completion of 1000 hours in a specific

Mreraft Trade Warrents a diploma.

r

Total of Hours & Average Grade

| Conatruction
| Carburetor, Operation and

BURJECTH COMPLEIED
_Internal Combustion

SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM

boyW¥

SIERD -

35



= |-

woprulisag jo s9g

on TViEES gads A Tear T g

3 <
= ]
u3i._vAb b (X 5«#&4?&“ \«J.hu..-&._ljtb.\d_ _T%_ J.uWr.Z@ .E___E-M;QE%.
——TAFAHNE 38) ég.wv_uﬁzj vy T SNenes AvORe 3%
mm—— ot <A Y U Gl SV W)
K.Wh..\..&\ u~2\§\hknq\ﬁ:ﬁ .NMM« m\.\ T J_. £ nm# “ON wey @an.__.m 1 :_S
sy Ao ST 7 3
mauxﬂ::mf = e : ;
~ “¥ ] g o2 s v vl ik 250
- B 'y Y iy e o
\n_:__ut % . i ¥ : o .n_w
,.?.5.,?5 A H“\\@mﬁm 3 Tl e Y
3 #ﬂ.@ FATI2R ,.mar‘«mu:w. 73 .”m__.u...nw h.M-. )
= Tr SET i >

.4.‘.. oN ..::E.ﬂ
Wokvoiar
- NOJLYHANO

OMY 03A0T4HI 53

5

010 0K LYHM X
L%

d
BOr ¥0 NOLLS

et pa MITAHFLNI 1w ILIN1 (DE) SSTIVIDAGS ANVLIIN NT- NOILVOIA L
—vf FA0D APYNOILTID AYHGILYLNDIO Fi \._...l&f -ZIL 3aed %x‘zo.pua ..qzo_.:lnuuolN
H.?.r Tiid L m_u\ s [ .W| e 1€ e o . 2 2
oA s R eor _ wou 77 LS Siwvaiiinon 2 :
S5 =55 07 L5
ST ST F S mMinS MING e NG TNTSSIovFg NFFTLS "I ¥
rqoa:s NT EAG TI 7T L7 NI 5N TINTWISTIIFIATY MIFd
.w.h,u(o LEIR R MBI NTNA FEES T TE I SEI W e
NOTLVaNDo0 NVITAID NIV E.Hmﬁ !

HNOA 4
T+ g

ikn_:oua TNVITIAID ANVONOD3S @ -(L2)

SuTg eI U0 S|

NOILYIAY ¥

g 9NILOOHS Q1514 HO 37141d mD AHJYHOOLOHd ND -9

’ . s3I8E0H JAILOV
Tx_ 3 _LW_ ey SUTTUTH [Eq3v0d ¥3IHLO B8 %D z_wﬁﬂﬂﬁm a a 3= 1ive 13%sVE ¥ [y o [ X u: ‘_._q;.
(D S, A0d JUEL0N oaas X132 wouwuine3 ¢ [wx[o[ | smons . [ o] | Twve asve € [qx[o [= i
= 519045 ONILvdollavd @ -(#2) —
4 e B - _ e 5 =
El S| aiva » 1S3L EFEER 3Lva | 1s3L 3yYOIS aivd 1S3l 3y005-| ¢ 31¥a i N
< : sis3al (g2) 3N Flie (5. wniof
- Ao g * oy e .}a.\
O > FEs a7l
P _uh... [ ) \\W;_.. ¢ L
e - % ..1.«7 ‘”
5 ol
=7 X e arrt=Juiclo) i SBX9] ‘09BN Al
o ag S , M NEQTHOrVA 1237808, NOILALILSNI 20 FWVYN PR e B
| L £ Nollvonad @-ez) e
: = P ]Illllllﬁu; o A T [ ss3udayaLs
= e <o u FAET
myw.u_m&,_um N Y .. Tt Y ¥ L.M\ s .um... s
T cL] : S
&0 %qﬁ(w 637

._ e

SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM

36



R T e —
e w' I e T R A 1 -3
FI SRy a3 T \

A s e NN
+ Q;FORT OF PHYSICAL EXAMIZ VA

| = (See AR 40-100 and 40-105)

Tt welvons —L nless atherwise pee eribed thes farm will be used for all physical examunations of efficess nursts of warrant oficers &) Mﬁrmuu a3 such mn the Regular Anny National
Guars of Officers Res rve Corpe and carollment in the Reserve OScers’ T runing Corps Lhe typewniter f practscable  Attach |n/;dﬂ|=|mu sheets of roquered.

| ROBINSON JAMES E. JR. I _ .. b29s5z
Ly nume) 0 it na ne) Middie snatial) (el pusber) 4
2 M/SGT. 1,TH ADG. DULCAN Fl..-:.LD,Age 23 Years of service . 4 YEARS |
(Grrde) (Organuzanicl 1wl ruoe service) (Meareat buthday) (Whole pusmber caly) 43
3 Nature of examination ! OFFICERS' CANDIDATS SCHOOL Component of Army?  ARAY. OF THE IINITED STA
4 Typhod vaccination  No series completed 2 Last senies SEPT. 1941 19
5 Date of last smallpox vacuination SEPT. 1941 Type of reaction . DMUNE . . <
6 Other vacairabon or immunity tests TETANUS TOXQID, YELLOW FEVER YACCINE 1941 5
7 Medical history * USUAL CHILDHOQD DISEASES 2 2 e it
. 1927, TONSILLECTOMY AND ADEJOIDECTOLY G

DENIES AT OTHER MEDICAL HISTORY

8 Eyes NOR{AL i . .
Dustant vision Fighe 20/ 20 correctible to 20 = = by * - - sgic
(Snellen type) Left 20y 2Q correctible to 20/ = = by ¢ - - .
Near vision  Rught J§ 1 corectible to J§ = = by* - DSt =
(Jaeger type) Left 44 1 correctible to J#. T 7 byt i SRt o N W
Refraction * (under cyeloplegic) Right 2 2 - = Left bbb ey
Color perc+ption (red and green) ® NOBMAL TQ ESEUDD ISOCHROMATTIC.PLATRS .. o
9 Ears . NORMAL - Y & = o
Heanng (low conversational soice) Right .20 /20 Left . 20. /20  Audiometer (percent loss) Right . w—=Left pum
10 Nose and throat . _NOSE KORMAL: _ TONSILIAR TAGS, BILATERAL. NS HD : P —
1l Teeth 7 Right (Exarminee s) Left hy
7654321 12345617%K Infate Retorable cara teth by O onrsarble canous et
X615 131211109 9710 11 12713 14005 1%
Remarks, including other defects = L NOME . .
A % . . Classification w T
Prosthetic de l?lﬂspphanccs > - NONE. - w e =
12 Posture A Figure  MEDIUM _ . Frame HEAYY .. .
{Cac lent good far bad) {5k wler mediem stocky obese) (" ght medium heavy)

& ‘
13 Temperature 9846 Height 69 1/@ches Weght 16  pounds Chest Rest . 35 inches, mspiration . 37. inches, 7
expiration .34 inches  Abdomen . .31 inches ut
14 Cardiovascular systern Heart . . NORMAL iR R e e e et
Blood pressure S 1z, .D 8 Pulse Rate—Sitting . 84 Immedately after exercise 116,
Two minute, after exereise . . 88 _ Character S & FULL AND REGULAR. .. . . .. _ __ 9
hrteries - SOFT AND COMPRESSTBLE .. Vancose vems . NONE.. R SR

I5 Respiratorv system NORMAL - ol i :
16 Xray of chest ¢ . NEGATIVE 9/14/42

i

17 Skin and lymphatics  NORMAL 5 e Cndocnine system - NORMAL . .. . =20
18 Bones, jonts, and muscles  NOHMAL . - o . S e

S e Feet  PES PLANUS. 15T DEi. NS _N'D.{at
19 Abdominal vizcera . NORMAL. . . _ . = i -
20 Herrua . NONE . Hemorrhaids HONE. 2 -

1 Apporstment. proms son _ctirement snmial active duty special

Regular Anny’ Natonnd Guard Oficias Foeberve Carp Riserve Offcers Tra n ag Corps

Il anual piynieal ¢ heminatson recerd enly fos past 3 o

1 " lﬂnl:;.inh,uhl examinstion recerd only distant and near vaon and state whether defect 1 properly corrected
When wrlions

ieas
* Mat requs ol for an ual phy seal e smisstion

1 1F rejected for nprenn ment in Reqular Anny beease of malocclusion send plaster models to the Surgeon Genera]
¥ Required for ca tes for commass on

W D,A G O Formbho 63
QTR B ]
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PERSONNEL

- R
answers should be made as the action taken by the War Department i i
will depend upon the completeness of the mformation furnished l
Where more space 1s needed, attach additional sheets J i
If practicable, attach a recent photograph showing on back thereof date 1t was made i J
(Print or type answers to questions ) Boxes in broken ines for use of War Departmentonly ‘== -c - - ;
e ! 3
(23 R i |
(Data of application) Pl
1 Name Robinenn James SR - MR b A
(Last) (First) (Middle)
Army semal No (if any) L-1181988
Mailing address ...A122_S 15th treet, ‘aco, legas
(¥amben) (Btroet) (City) (Btata)
ting residence _._Texas, Felennon . freemn i
Legal or voting residence T canox L i
Person to be notified 1n case of emergency
Name ... Mrs. Vina E, Bobinson - Relationshyp ___¥1fe
Address ...1122 _So 15th Street, taco, lexas T .
2 (a) Barth ._July 10, 1919 tnledo, Chip . B e !
(%) Age last birthday .23 (Date) (Placo Stateor name of cOUBLEY 8t Lo Of BIFth) ==eese=e= on 4

3 (a) Parental nativity Country of mother’s birth Australia
Country of father’s birth United Statee
(%) If married, country of wife’s birth .-United States o X
4 State whether or not you are a atizen of the United States and whether by birth or
naturahzation (If the latter, append evidence of naturalization or if evidence not
available, state on what date and 1 what cowrt naturalized yby_ barth

5 Mantal status (indicate by “X') Smgle ..._______ Married .. X_____ Separated __..______ [l
Davorced ... Widowed __. ___ N

6 Dependents (number completely dependent on you other than wife) g e

7 Race White X.... Negro _.___. Indian ______ Other (speeify) ... 3]

8 In what fields and 1 what capaaty do you consider that you could be of special service
to the Government? (List n order of ability )

rELD I nEAsONS
—Qfficer Field Artillery .. _ _ - |-Becevse of mlitexy. . . . ___ .
—Officer Avmy-dir Corss ... . _ _ | exwerience in.hath _ . _
e s R e o - |- branches of servies . P .

9 (a) Chronological statement of service mn the Arm , Navy, Manne Corps, mcluding service as g
cadet &t U S Military or Naval Academy, {Iatmna.l’ Naval Volunptems, Natl§nal Guard m

Federal service, as a Reserve officer on active duty, or at mihtary tramning camps, or as a con-

tract surgeon serving full time, or as a studentn the C M T C or R O T C, Basic Course,

. ~ -Advanced Course, and Advanced Course camp, guvng nclusive dates for each day, month.
and year, if practicable, from your personal records Do not write to War Department for

exact data
DATES Full name and
Highest Orgamzation (include u € B0
Wi To_ grnde B OF Servics) Daty Frder = :::d iato

6/39._|10/39 | Fvt
10/39 _|"/40 PPy

6/40__|9/41 | s
9/41_3/42 | ¢

Pty C, 15th FA |Cannoneer '" R lhomas, 1st IE,

_Ptry I 1sth FA  [Cierk 7| 8. L. Barbour, 2nd

Bty F. 15th FA [Clerk ~ 7~ 7 | % ' leb Lt
irvy O 37th FA |Tnets r.Gr rd

3 _Inst‘ny_rieét:_ st |

3laa _|2/43 |V - |3hon, sumerantendent “hilin B Pars bur
2faz R . !
: Student [Peul S SheiRase 1s-Ite-,
WD,A .?pn?nlf?%No 0B5) 18=—20311-3
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10

11

12
13
14

15

16
17

18

(6) Were you ever m%cct,ed for any branch of the mulitary service .....N2___.._ or for the
ROTOC N0 orC M T C ..Mo 7 Iiso, state when and where

rejected and cause

(c¢) Service, showmng dates of service and highest grade held, in Officers' Reseive Co
(mactive), National Guard of the United States, Enhisted Reserve Corps (inactive),
Naval or Marine Corps Reserve Forces (inactive), National Guard or Naval Militia
not 1n Federal service, or in milifary or naval forces of foreign countries  (State
name of foreign country and when service was performed )
-Sept 1935 to June 1939 Texss Mationel Guery, Lormercl

tone. _____ .
(¢) Were all discharges granted under honorable conditions? ... Yes _._... No
(/) Have you already established mihtary preference with the Crvil Service Comuussion?
...... Yes .%..No
If so, check kind of preference below
...... Veteran ...... Disabled veteran
Are you now & member of —  SOLDIR, AUS Yes N
(a) National Guard -
(b) Officers’ Reserve Corps. B " "y )
(¢) Umted States Naval Reserve. S g
(d) Marme Corps Reserve
(¢) Coast Guard Reserve " -
Have you registered under the Selective Service Act? ____._ Yes ___4& No If so, mve
address of local board i :
If classified, give your classification Your order number ____________
Are you now receiving pay as a retired officer? (Enhsted man)? _____. Yes X_._No
Are you now drawing compensafion or other benefits from the Veterans Administration? ;
______ Yes __7_No If so, state amount
Physical condition 1s Excellent ..X. ... very good ... ... fawr ... ... poor _____
Height wathout shoes _.__5___ feet .10____ inches Weight ..167.____ pounds
(a) Have you any physical defect or disability whatsoever? ______ Yes x.._No

(b) Have you ever hiad a nervous breakdown? ______ Yes _X._. No
If your answer to erther (a) or (b) above 1s yes, gve full parficulars

Have you ever been turned down for hife msurance? . __ Yes __x.. No

Do you hold any elective or appomntive office, Federal, State, or mumeipal? ____.. Yes
X-.-No Ifso, give detals __.___.. 2 i

Are you now emplaya%b£ the Federal Government? -;i;__:Y;as ..... No .

(a) If so 5. Army . -

(Department or agency) (Barsau)
bi now are b o employed, tes
( iﬁﬁ %5:}:111 Junemlsi%ge ever been s Pt‘;}' give g?-eseq& p

(Montb) B 5 (Yem) {Manth) gy
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i P First, M

{Lost

‘CES AOMIN

.
SERV

'3 RPOBINSON, JAMES ERWARD i s TN 18198
! > rRTE g SERVICE DATA : . ..
rsif,f”ﬁf;gﬁim; PN 2 R o ACTIVE SFRVICE * (ﬂ_’il‘. spaceglfor additional
eavh entrance | ‘o e :'ilgrﬂa:;n::t ;z:r‘:i:de‘u:in
:.;SL;;BJ_::&:W; of| EFFECTIVE DATE FROM ting placegofl sctien etc
A B [ B ‘— 3
LNL NG (TEX) Sep 9, 1935 Corporal with How Co
R 143d Inf '
[ION DISCH sJun 1, 1939 (No Active Federal Service)
¥ INL RA Jun 2, 1939 i At Dallas, Texas
T Jun 3, 1939 Btry C, I&T, 15th ¥
0 F4 Sam Houston, Texy
§ PROM Nov 10, 1939 Pravate Specialish ¢
« {f PROM Dec 9, 1939 & Private Specialist
PROM Jan 4, 1940 Private First Class
- DISRATED Jun 1, 1940 : Private Specislist /¥
' PROM hug 7, 1940 Private Fairst Cl
Specialist 4th C
- PROM Sep 1, 1940 Corporal
T Oct 1, 1940 Btry C, 37th FA
F+ Sam Houston
. | PROM . May 12, 1941 Sergeant
{5 T Mar 17, 1942 14th Air Depol
i : Sq , Duncan Mg
= W Mar 17, 1942 Staff Sergeant 73
"PROM fMay 16, 1943 . Technical Serged
#PROM Jul 1, 19423 Master Sergeant;
lr » Feb 10, 1943 Field Artillery
-t /;-ﬁ ok '_’. . . Ft 5111, Gk]'-: -
~ |, HON DISCH May 12, 1943 Jun 2, 1939 | Mey 12, 1943 To accept a commis
i “COMMISSION " ¢
w 4" AUS May 13, 1947 Second lieutenan
T May 23, 1943 . . FARTC, Ft Sall,
\ T Jul 20, 1947 (Continued]) Hq, Btry C and &
sAytertskx after dates in coflumns € and O denote ACTIVE DUTY FOR TRAINING OHLY ‘?
TIME LOST (Incluatve dates) -
‘l FROM TO FROM TO -’F_RDL'
: s
ﬁ
T » g
ALBUTHA=A tive buly low KFY TO ABDREVIATINNS N il et
' o Eeiatag gL (1) (REngl L BTN n) BTy con Wb
t::‘i,r:'_n“m'“nlrtir: t‘fl”l? I1IL—?:|;::::d'nﬁservt Carps :;a::ﬁ"':': Trainang E'""f" :irl_l_‘ﬁ::;-r?—fll‘-lmir;{
MDocsZllad Condr U Biachsrge F1%-1xpleation Term o nnL;-o?rTc,,'ﬁg?:?§¢ iyl Sl e i
"’:::__:l “‘5““‘:‘ e of (ov't __5”"":‘* OTH--0ther Than Honoruble 1,|||,(,--_z|qnp|- ﬁor\
s e e LR by SR PUON- Sraks Llsk) (1) uuuc--uﬁ'}‘.“r'{z’d.n
© eI U o e istment D= Tnduct{ed) fathon g Wt pettve Duts _you--0"S Nad
[ gl ]
. Comme General L . )
T Lo i
; o e i

tn W LhD

|EF REFERENCE SERVICE BRARCH
1litary Porsonnel Records Centar
Ganeral Services Administretion
5t Louis 32 Hissour! /

ENVERA-2C/GS ’

Form 1

Jyl &2

(L rariplic to DD

hprbay o =103

i)

{Thia forw not valid withou

T
R6-1071, Jan 62, RE-1082, Jun 62 which

H

t official sesl)
are obsolele .
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Axmy of the @nited States

To all who shall see these presents, preeting:
o e, %MW/MMMWWMM &ﬁé/&%m&/&f%ﬁﬁd

~ Pvt lel Sp 4cl JAMES B, ROBINSON, 6295276, Battory "', 15th ¥ St 4;”@ ng;,{m
*  gorporal, Battery "M, Fifteenth Field Artillery .y ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
to vant as sock ﬁ"”‘ e _ Tirst a/ay % Septenber
cne Livwsand nene fndved andd Loxvy e o éfep@tﬁ’s Weﬁ@ and JJM
to dischmnge the dlulyy off T Sozsora) by dicing andflorfermeng all manner of
dfmyﬂ Lhereends fsﬁnyéy. et P oo dém':@ fe e and gpeees ol NMencommeisioned %’m
awa(.cjfﬁ" /e }&i.... A o o obediont to A6 ders ad __ Cornoral

Wéééaﬁeﬂwafaa{foﬁmdﬂcf tord and derectec J’ Lene Lo Leine, @b fe ifal? rececwe
{wmﬁ gty’mm%d cndd o Moncommeisconed %«l del over A, Wﬂdayé e veelos anel
chiogidiive, off Wn.

@51;031’; MWW&/ Headguarters Fifteenth Field Artillery, Ford Sam Houston, Texss s

é&j first i tt&y &/’a—ub’ﬁ'ﬁ nber P J&yeaof o‘/aaw Lowed one vctsand none
frenalied aned _ LOTEY i o @
Colonel, 15th F.A,, Commanding
W.D., G 0. Form No. [ A tatl G erERNE T ST
‘j.‘iﬂ‘w 58 ”wlg:‘imwmwwm;&“wl ompang A, 134 Infaniry,” “Sergeant, Quarlermuster Corpa.’” e e
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Ay of the ﬁ&mied States

o all who shall see ﬂxzzz presents, greeting:
E,K ony 113, & ﬂ/ﬂ‘%ﬁd( %gm/ Wma/w%fwmrw ﬁéf?‘&é/&@mﬁ'ﬂ// 7oed

Cbrporal JAMES 5. ROBINSCN, Jr.,6295276,Battery "C", 37th Field Artillerv Bn # .4 ,{;m@ ngdﬂ,ﬂm
:Sg.!;'ge_a.nt. Battery "C", 37th Field Artillery Battalion , ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,

b sernds s decedt /ﬁmﬁ e twel fth a"ag; % May

one divusand e fiendied cond forty-one. e o (/gmw%(fva mﬂfm@ ane {rﬁ%:ym@
/4 aééwfmys e ety % T Sergeant: é/ﬂ’a@gy and /exﬁm)zdaf all manner ff
dffdzﬁ erecnie fééﬂy&zf. S I o d&o’a@ fe wpe aned greces @tt’ Moncommeiseoned Wéﬂwﬂ
cenel Tobideoss corclor Sie i bo do aboddiont to Aes ordlors as Sergeant

Mdfﬁﬁiaﬁo/ﬁmmw;g/ﬁmdaa{, olerd and derectic J“g tline to tome, as fe sholl recerve
‘,i’féoﬂa 7 g%wz&x Wuwu ol Moncommdisconed @%MJ ded over S, dong 4o e seclos and
&éjb%a of M.

BN cnator sy fwnal alleadonarters, 37th Field hrtillery Battalion, Fort San louston, Texas

¢ s .‘ 3o Ll ‘{“f GZ/ May zo2 éﬁfaym# (fmm Lord one Socsand reoe
p. / s;mz/ﬂez/ awa’ forty-one. ,

l b \ "
.. 214 Lieutenant Colonel, 37th Field Artillery Battalion, Commanding.

W D A.G. 0. Form No. 58 ¥ Jruserl grods, company, and regiment or branah; ¢. g, *'Corperal, Company A, Ist Infentry,” *Sergeeni, Quartermaster Corpa.”” s P
Merch 25, 1924 t Jaset grade: e
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Drmy of the Wited States

T o1 who shall see these presents, preeting:

Lo 5, dheed roficstng ficcriod trest and conglidlonce tin e flcteletly and albetbtios
f JAMES E, ROBINSON, Jr., 62952?6 4 4 : ‘ﬁaé P .sr WM%

STAFF SERGEANT (TEMFORARY) 1hth Rep Sq.,14%h AD.G. 22 , ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
o ﬂfmwfami JMJ&GWI e Seventeenth x/ag; ?(o Mereh
s Lhsiarssf noisn fumabsol ol XY Bw0 e i orafors careglelly andt diliyendly
é&g@,%@{f STAFF SERGEANT é‘J.y“’m//j ,;f -y adZ o
ﬁéyj Lhorecends &éxﬁw’% et P ot ﬁé{é@ e wpe and regeees alt’ N dec ’@KM
andd Soliliors cndor fizs o lo b abediond o fvs oxclors a5 _ STATF SERGEANT
Mu/tﬁaﬁfaoﬁerwma’%d«wf dend cenicl clbiectes ﬁafn titne o tome, ab Ao ifial? recocve
d&oﬂsifﬁig}/ﬁwm% W%}W% ded over fein, mrézhfé e weedes corcd
dicghline of Wen.

BN wncton sy dand ad—_ .-

P W ceventeenth

feenctiee! anal ___ Forty Twos

G -
WILLIAM Fo GEESLIN,

Mojor, JAr Corns
HOTy Py

* Jaser grede, compainy, ard vegiment o arm oe scrtice; e, OB ANy 1! Infariny” "Sergeant, Quartermaster Covga™
1 Insert grede.
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Aoy of the Wnited States

To all who shall see these presents, preeting:
o ue, //’ﬂ/ﬁ/ﬁm%/ewﬂ/éwa/m/mf%wwﬁz%/%/@am/a{f/%m

qf__smr SERGEANT JAMES E. ROBINSOL th AGpes, oI o Meredy afifioind fim
TECHNICAL SERGEANT (TEMPORARY) , ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,

éx wand b daelfﬁm)a e Sixteenth t/sx‘y @/7“&‘{— X

cne Sivesand nene fundocd and Forty-two SHa & tﬁéﬂ?ﬁ»@ ('a}’(ﬁl/{’vﬂ cenel ol (2" ewa@

to discfarge Mo dilly off 1 1:CHNICAL SERGLANT by dotng and fienformeng all manner of

Gicngs Giereunts bolongeng. Tnd I oo stectly chasge and regucie all Noncommeéisioned Cyfffcers

and Solitbors wunder fics command to de ofedsond to A ordlers @s __ TECHNICAL SHRGEANT

Mﬁdéoﬁm&sdas{ﬁﬁmw- clers and divectee ‘ﬁm&wé&ézm&,m&dﬁ"a{?ﬁma&a

ﬁown;fd g?y"wn&r WM MJMWWWM%M dot over Aein, mﬁa@ayf lo e seelos and

aﬁw/zﬁw @/me.

Givent wouction wisf oencl el Duncan Field, Texas
b 16th - ey %’ May & %yaw g/mﬂ Slosct one hotcscened nene

fieenddoed and __Forty-two o / 2 2 "‘jaf & pi &

WILLIAW F. GES:ZLIN,
Major, Air Corps,

It e computs, s i o o i . "G, Compary R TPFAT M cgcant, Quentamater Garpa”
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To all who shall see ffxzsz presents, greeting:
ﬂﬁmw 1.32, %ﬂfﬂ%ﬂéﬁ%WMMmmeﬁéﬁgﬁéaw/ﬂ///m

,%/ B8 B, B 6 T ot /féﬂsé& Wam&'zﬁ/m
¥ MASTER SERGEANT (TEMPORARY) "’f , ARMY OF THE UNITED STATES,
o mwégm ﬂlafﬁm % — i a@}; duly
i ] B Gl s tirefine careflly and! diliyonty
o aﬁa(mye e a@éf %T linster Sergeant %‘ aéﬂy MM’”W aﬁma’mﬂeﬁf %/
Lings thereunto belonging. Lnd I stbectly charge and reguiie all N sned Oyfecers
and Fobtiors ander £ command to lo olods ’étﬁdv derd ezl astor ear o
Wﬁméaﬁmsandﬁ%ww lers and wes ﬁmémsééswe, m/osw(a{?mmﬂe
ﬁam/ﬁdg’:yiww%ﬂd WWMMM%AMMX Ao, /aéfs eetes cerned
Meﬁw %/er

@inm o gy it il Duncan Field, Texa, —
ek Pirst ——-—————-"/“i}”}’ duly e &ysmv famt E%m(m éﬁu«imd’;wnc
ﬁbwﬁ%ﬁ;‘mmﬁ ;}m%:mnn-ummuwumwwu4 b c..m!cuwwd,mwni: -Snn'lf Quarlermaser Carpa,” s

Fo
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August 21st 19424 40 & -
e, 1
SUBJECT: Application for Officer Candadarte School, Army A Forses 4 9 .
%,

Tos: Commanding Officer,  l4ith Repair +3 14th Air Depot Groupy

1, Under provasions of WD Circuler 126, dated April 28th 1942 roquast
that I Be granted permission to attend Officer Candidate School,iymy Air Forces.e 7

e

2. Applicants alternatc choice Offacor Cendadate School, Field i

3. In connection wath the above requgajc; the followang information is
submatted:

Agos____23 years 1l month
Martaal Status:_Married s
Edvcations H,S,. Graduate s

Service:__3 yrs.3.-months.s

ifda lo'ip

1, Incl, k
Tnel - WD AGO Form 170 (Im traip). James Edward Robinson Jr
M/Sgt 14th Repaar,

201 - ROBTNSON, James Edward Jr(Enl) Ist Ind, Duncan Field Texas ’

-
Headoporters, _14th Repaix . _«;14th Air Depot Group, Duncan Field Texas, -~ <~
. To: Commanding Officer, 14th Air Depot Group, AAF, Duncan
Ficld Texms, )

1. Approvcds
2, Applicant has demonstrated outstanding qualities of leadership.

3, Character of Applicant, = R e -

4, T have carefully considcred bthe technical rcquirements of = Second
Lacutenant of the arm of Service for which applicetion 1is being made and I belicve
applicant possesscs qualificavions which will enable ham to completc satisfactorily
the course of instructions at the Officor Candadate School.

v

5, Army General Classafication Test Score, 127 . .«

6, Statement of Service Verified, v

1 Incl - No change, &L&IEMEAHC.} WESTOVER,
COMMANDING,

Wi
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201 - ROBINSON, James Edward Jr., (Enl) 2nd Ind, B
(¢-21-32) "
Headquarters,l4th Alr Depot Group, Army Aar Forces, Duncan Field Texas,
August 21st 1942, TO: Commanding Officer, San Antonio Air Depot, Dunecan
Field, Texas, (THRU: Training and Iiaison Officer, Duncan Field Texas.,)

Approved,

For the Group Commander:

444
1OUIS SOBEL,
1 Incl - n/e 2nd Lt., 4.C.
Adjutant,
sl _ )
&
201-ROBINSON, James Edward, Jr. (Enl) 3rd Ind. AdD/ad

HEADQUARTERS, TRAINING AND LIAIS0M OFFICE, Duncan Faeld, San Antomao, Teras,
August 25, 1942, To: Commanding Officer, San sntonio Air Depot, Duncan
Field, San Antonio, Texas.

Approved.

For the Trsining and Liaison Officer:

#
ARTHUR J. DALE, b‘f
1 Inecl. d. C. {(JG). A U.S.
No change. isst. tn Iraining & Liaisen Officer.

4th Ind. JB/ma

1 dqu;ﬁ.e{i'&, San Antonio Air Depot, San ntonio, Texss, mwrust 25, 1942,
o+ President, Board of Officers for Officer Cand.date Schools, Duncan
Field, Texas.

4pproved.

By order of Colonel [ILKII'S

P, L. POUITREE, JR ,
2rd laeut., A C ,
1 Incl. n/e Assistant Adjutant
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AG 352 Appl. for O. C. S, (A-1)  5th Ind. )
X 201 Robanson, James Edward Jr. (Enl) i

Hg., II ASAC, T. & P. Building, Fort Worth, Tervas, October 1/, 19/2 TC:
Commanding General, Field Services, Air Service Command, Pattersor Field,
Fairfield, Ohio.

Approved.
For the Cormmanding Officer-
:'L‘ﬁ'? ‘:- ] --LJ' e
AFNOLD A, ALTWAN,
3 Inels. Mator, f., G. D,,
Inel 1 - Form 170 (train) Adjutart Genersl.

Inel 2 - Form 63 (trip
Inel 3 - Form OC-8 Suimary & Disposition Sheet

6th Ihd. "4 /e
Fsa )0 K
Headquarters, San Antonio fir Depot, San Antomin, Texas, December 3, 1942,
To  Commanding General, 2ACiC, Texas & Pacific 3maldine, Fort Jorth, Texas

Transmitted herewith application for Officer Candidate Schoo? of

M/Sgt James l. ROBINSON, JR. 6295276.

For the Commanding Oflicer- ’}
o’ I

“P. L. nwouNTREE, SR
Ist Dty 405
Incls WNo Change Asgistant Adautani hd
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AG 201 Robansen, Jemes E , Jr. (Enl) (A-1) 7th Ird.

Hg., II ASAC, T. & P Bwldanp, Fort vorth, Texas, Decerber 7, 15/2. To
Commandang Officer, Sen Antonio Axr Depet, Duncan Faeld, San Antonio,
Texes.

Returned for accomplishment and ferwarding of
. New W D., A.G.0,, Form 63 °

. Score Sheet for Offirer Candifntes”
, 0Officer Candidate School Beard Report

[z (=]

By command of Brigadier General MOLLISCH

"oty

H. H. KTHRADE,
lst Lt., A C,,
3 Incls. n/c Actg. Asst, Adj, Gen.
- - f

Fth Ind. MA/dh

Hwadquarters, San Antonio Arr Depot, San Antonio, Texasy December 10, 1542
T0: President, Offirers Cendidate Board, for Officers Candidate School,
Duncan Field, Texas.

For compliance with preceding indorsement.

By order of Colonel WILKINS:

e P. L. ROUNTREE, JR.,
lst Lt., 4. C.,
3% Incls: No change. Assistant Adjutent. )
e -‘:
iy
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HEADQUARTERS, OFFICERS CANDIDATE BOARD, For Officers Candidate School, Dun-
cen Field, Texas, December 14, 1942, TO- Commanding Officer, 14th Air De-
pot Group, AAF, Duncan Field, Texas.

Attention i1nvited to 7th Indorsement.

For the President of the Boara

// el —

RICPARD J. GH™TIS,
2vd Lt, Air Corpe,
Pecorder.

10th Ind. v/

Headquarters, Sen fantonyo Air epot, San Antomio, Tesns, Jenurry 6, 1oL3,
TC Cormanding Genersl, Pottersen Pield, Fairfield, Ohilo.

Attached pepers are in acrora. nee with requirements on rate I appeared %
before Loard of Officerc.

For the Commandang Of7Lcer

B, Ty 10U P, O,
1t Lgsy £4 Coy ( =
1e53 o ndoro uta g ks =
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FField grtilfery School

Frort Sill, Oklahoma

Officérs' Candidate School

Certificate of Proficiency

@his certifies that

James Edéward Robinson, Jr.
o Moy 13, 1943 , completed satisfactorily the @. €. S. Class No. 64
Field Artillery School, in the following subjects:

Fire Direction Materiel Axtillery Tacties
Firing Battery Motors : Reconnaissance
Observed Fire Methods of Instruction Signal Communication

Unobserved Fire ‘and Training

BRIGADIER GENERAL, U. 8. A,

COLONEL, FIELD ARTILLERY,
COMMANDANT

ASSISTANT COMMANDANT

Recorded as graduated:

il e T

LT. COLONEL, PIELD ARTILLERY,

MAJOR, FIELD ARTILLERY,
COMMANDING OFFICER, STUDENT REGIMENT.

ABSISTANT SECRETARY

RUONENNNNMNNII PRI PNPIP I PSS

FAS, Fort 8ill, Okla., (4-12-43—1200)—27042
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11g FIELD ARTILLERY SCHOOL
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT

FORT SILL, OKLAHOMA

In repl

rEflﬁpté’ 201 Robinson, James Edward, Jr. May 13, 1943
Subject: Temporary Appointment,

To: 2d 1t. James Hdward hobinson, Jr.

Army of the United States. A 0-11819828

1. The Secretary of War has directed me to inform you the President has appointed
and commissioned you a temporary Second Lieutenant, Army of the United States,
effective this date, in the grade shown in the address above. Your serial number is
shown after A above.

2. This commission to continue in force during the pleasure of the President of
the United States for the time being, and for the duration of the present emergency and
six months thereafter unless sooner terminated.

3. There is inclosed herewith a form for oath of office which you are requested to
execute and return. The execution and return of the required oath of office constitutes
an acceptance of your appointment. No other evidence of acceptance is required. This
letter should be retained by you as evidence of your appointment,

By order of the Commandant:

ALAN B. ABT,
Ist ILt., F.A.
Inclosure: e sy Bafiys
AoG Lo LAN SkC ETARY .
Form for oath of office. SSISTANT RETAR

hccepted May 13, 1943

F.AB, Fort 8ill, Okla. (8:11-42—24,000)—25538
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,‘: / APPLICATION FOR AIR CREW TRAINING IN OFFICER GRADE

d’ (All officers including Warrant Officers & Flight Officers)
(Check One) Cemp Ven Dorn, Mississippi
; (Place)
z | Pilot
TO: COMMANDING GENERAL

[ ] Bombardier _24 February 1944

Army Air Forces (Date)
f:l Navigator

Washington, D.C.

(Other - - - - Specify)
iyisi

:) Dord iniantry S )
(Appropriate Military Superior)

1. Request is hereby made that I be considered for Air Crew Training, as indicated
above, in officer grade with the Army Air Forces. This application is submitted with a view
to pursuing the standard course of instruction prescribed by the War Department. :

2. Personal statement on the reverse side of this sheet has bheen executed.

8. My present mail and telegraph address is Btry A, 86lst FA Bn, AP0 410,

Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi

4, Physical examination for flying was (not) accomplished

(date)
at

/ JaMEs BSRUBIRUNAPRieant
Jl / 2nd Lt, FA
NOTE: Application is to be submitted in duplicate

(This space for recommendation of appropriate military superior)
1. Applicant (is ) (is not) recommended for Air Crew Training.

4 /' .2, Reasons: (If applicant is not recommended)

Y% (Signature

(Application to be forwarded to Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Aviation Cadet
Branch, Washington, D. C, )

W-5252, AF Rev. 9/13/43
(OVER)
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24

PERSONAL STATEMENT:

...JAMES  EDWARD . ROBINSON... JR».. 20d.. Lt,. . FA,. 01181988.... O R R
Type or Print Full Name, Rank, Branch and Serla.l Numher

1. I am a citizen of the (United States xafcterBhikin and have
(Delete one no’c applicable)
been a citizen thereof for not less than ten years immediately preceding the date of this
application.

2= My component is ,'-_-_\-.--uv-.’ ormrpciBeser ot hinnad o (A,U.S.).
(Delete components not applicable)

3
3. Iam a member of the .......Whibe..............ccccoiiiiiiiiriiinnnna race,
[ ]
4, 1 was born at T0led9.,.0hia..............on the.......... Yo O T 1 |
.......... R TSI Rt e s [T - [ =

b
5. I am in good health. am......-.E'L'T.Q....feet.....19%........_......... inches in height,

and weigh.,.....AS........... pounds.

My military training and services has been as follows..Erom..9..Sep..1935. 5a...
1 June 1939 Howitzer Company, 143rd Infantry (Cpl) From 2 June 1939 to 21 Mar 42

15%h. Field. Ackillary. (Sgt)..ﬁ.‘mm..zz Mar.1942.%0.12.Fah.1943. .14th. Repair. Squadron,
14th Air Depot Group (Mr Sgt) From 13 Feb 43 to 13 May 43 FA ocs Ft 3111, Okls..
From.ld.May..A3.to..Pressnt.2nd..Lt.FA.861s%. FA..Battalion o coveeeens s

B T T R PP R T T TR R R AR PR R AT

7. Flying Experience:.

a. Have you ever completed a course of instruction in a Service flying school

leading to an aeronautical rating? No.
o iR R B R o

b. Have you ever been eliminated from a Service flying school........... .....JN9Q.,
yes no

I yes, specify name of school, location and type of training...........c.evecenierens
If yes, check reason for elimination: flying deficienCy......ccvieerveirivnnrsnensinnns
academic deficiency......ccevvevvesnnnesnssis.moral reasons..................unkn_own......

Y T e e L e e e e

----------- e T T R T T T E S PP T TR e O T R T

/..W é‘/;{a‘/

\/ sums BB Rson, JR.,
2ndLt, FA

BN R R EasEEEERTERARRE RN R R

W-5252, AF, Rev. 9/13/43
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8am Houston, Texas

-

. 1. Under the provisions of 4R 605-12, 3 Februuscy 1944, the followaing nemed
officer is recommended for promotion to the grade indicected

a, ! ' I 2nd It O1 181 988 FA ADS

Emameg (Grade) ~ (ASH) (Arm or Serv) (Comp

Date of last promotion 13 Moy 1943~ .
(Date of D order =nnouncing promotion)

Grade to which promotion 18 recommended Firet Iieutenant, Fi

b. A position vacancy exasts as defined n paragraph 4 a and b, AR
605-12, &nd no officer of the Jppropriate grede dand arm or sorv-
ice 1s available under the jurisdiction of this hecdguarters for

- assignment to the position vacancy.

¢ T/0 position now occupred 1s Battery Executive Officer, Bitry A,
B6lst Fo A, Boe

, 7/0 grade for positiun occupied is. -Flres Lieutenant, FA

T/0 position vacancy to be filled is _Battery Erecutive Officer |
- By 4,7 86lgt Fo Al Boo o d

1/0 grade for position to be Filled 1s —First Iieutenant, FA ..

s Officer hdas served in present grade for' 14 months During this
he has clearly demonstrated his fitness for the responsibilities and

T the position and grede for which recommended. He has clearly demon-
‘ated his oualification for higher grade for a period of et least three (3)
nbhe by actual oceupation of 2 position and performence of *duties applopriate’
the prude end corresponding to the duties of the position he 1s.to ecoupy.
Record of service during present grade 1s as follows: <.

‘r. ,

RECORD OF SERVICE

dctueive Dates Position Held  T/0 Grade Unit Performance i
153May/'45 to 19 Jul 45 Student FAORP 20d It FARTC, Ft Sill Very satisfastoryy]
i Juli4S.te 13 Dec 43 Operations & Tng  None 86lst FA Bn  Excellemt '@ .

& i Staff Offiocer - 9 (Atchd
” unasgd ) .
o 31 Jen 44 REon O lst Lt Btry C 86lst Excellent
oy FA En
date Btry Exec O 1st Lt B}:Ky Bg: 86lst  Excellent

” s
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Y ax@u_ion whach m.ml %otion has notr been taken willinot exceed:the -’
i '&9"@ di‘fﬂ.cqr an gride snd bronch eurrently authorived by #ablesaf:’,

:.:."-.‘"f,_\- i ey
B O _ Lt. Col, F. L.v:,{«-u,
&l ets

P

. o - -._ﬂ‘

lst Ind SRR IPREE ) S .

_&m DIVISION mmm-; Calzp Van Dorn; Miss? 31 July Louks

Lo

i .‘pproved

T MB, P vac ncy ;I.n gr~de and arm or sarvice exists -ar the -command end »
-mli axast after the pranotion of ell-other officers previously recormended
&n whose recommendations finel action has not been taken.
Jr ' 3. Ea\rorable act:l.on on this recommendertion and on those -prenously aub-
! mt‘ted upon which final sction hs not been taken will ncbt evceed the nqmber

v of officers in grade snd branch currently authorized by taoble of 'organi?:.tlon. '

mmcw, Camp Van' Dom, lb.saissiiggi 1 Auguat 1944,
J’“&nga(}aneral, XXI" Corps,: ﬂamp Polky Louisiana . ‘

’Fg“*’

e.and arm or service exdists in the command and
of eﬂl other officers .previously recommended
“action | hah got been' t,eken.
M "4 Q.; TARER A
vt :r'e td.on “4nd on‘those previously sub- -

Gkgn yi1l not exceed the number
ho ed. by ta‘ble of- ﬂrganiﬁation.
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210.2 GNMKG-Robinson, James E, Jr. (Off) 3rd Ind. /oS
EQ XXI COkPS, APO 101, Camp Polk, Ta, L Aug 19hkL.
TO CG, Fourth Army, Fort Sam Houston, TeLas.,

1., Approved

o. |/ vacency 1in grade and arm or SerilCe exlsts 1p the
command «nd v1ll exist after the prowotion of sll other o fi-
cers previously recommended on whose recormendetions Tinel
action has not becn taken.

Tor the Comranding Ceneral

1Y Ml Bt
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FIELD ARTILLERY SCHOOL
Fort 8111, Oklahoma

13 October 1944

(Date)
SPECIAL SCHOOL REPORT
(As requited by par 3d (1), AR 600-185)
‘ Student Officer at Army Seivice School
TO  The Adjutant General, War Department,
Washington, D C
’
- Robinson, Jemes B. gr.  (0-l181ses) lev Lt 86lst FA Em, AUS
(Name of student) (Serial No ) (Rank) (Ol:g] o

1 FIELD ARTILLERY SCHOOL, Fort Sill, Oklahoma
2 Course pursued Officers' Battery E?‘_“EY‘?EEO“.‘W.?' .E;"_sf. Ff’_‘, ""‘l -

3 Officer attended school during period .9._weptenher 1YLl
o4 <Graduate Xawgxaduas
3

to 8 October 1944

S

1% 6" Academic rating . _ _ Excellent =
¥ S No ¥ efficiency report for this period will be rendeied
5 For the Commandant
3
8 i

:OLkle (911 44—2 500)—a0044
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638D DIVISION ARTILLERY
CAMP VAR DOFN, MISSISSIPPL
1 DECRMBER

FINST LIRUTEMANT JAMES L. ROBINSOR, JH., ASN 011819€8
HEADCUARTERS, 861ST FIELD ANTILLERY BATTALION,

For superior conduct of Wight Exercises, Close Combst Course,
"_,4.:?& M Infiltration Course, all arowund excellence as Forward Observer end

Battery Officer, and for the credit reflected upon himself and his

organization alike et Fort 5111 by his excellent demonstration of
& film strip on "Direct Laying®.

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:
i ,

] %‘u’g‘ e ‘"rq

E. J. McGaw,
Brig. Gen., USA
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PREPARE.THIS REPORT WITH . RACY) 2115, VALUE LIS IN .THE DEGREE: OF. ‘OBJECTIVITY,
IMPARTIALITY, ANDSOUND; CONSIDER unsmsm DISPLAYED BY THE RATING OFFICER, READ INSTRUCTIONS,

"“;,," A PLACE OF ORIGIN OF kzPok'r
i | ORGANIZATION AND NIT

MG'E’; WEEVLE T4 T sl 1 o4 balug Bﬁlst F4 Bn

33 Infantry Division 31 Dec 44
: b L rumiis g ey, Tt waa F } B OFFICER - mmn UPON
VIasT Nﬁw-eﬂl?ST-NAME—.{WDDLE INTIAL - - ) SERIAL NUMBER GRADE ARM OR SERVICE COM v
.'n‘ﬁ-
"ROBINBON, JAMES E., JR. 01181988 lst Lt FA AUS
DATE OF BIRTH SERVICE OFFICIAL STATUS OF OFFICER WITH RESPECT TO YOU PERIOD COVERED | FROM 10
IATES BY REPORT
Limited | Genenl ’ !
]!i' 10 Jul 19 X Bxece OfF of w7 3abtors 1 Jul 44 31 Dec¢ <4,
1 C STATIONS AT WHICH OFFICER SERVED AND DUTY ASSIGNMENTS f
| PLACE X INBOX OR BOXES TO CLASSIFY DUTY 1
STATIONS DUTY ASSIGNMENTS DAYS STAFFNOT COMMANDO —]| Ay | Ao 1
GOMBAT | cOMBAT | COMBAT | comaat| NG |&EXEC i

Blr: nx-c. O 1584W X
Student B L € sl 2o {
Te we 14

TAATEEED 14 REFERKED TO THE £
A‘d’yﬁ*émicﬁalert fgr?%?fl?ﬁ.mﬂ;rggt somewhat talkative and temperameital officer

who s€ personal mag;netisn and ability to tnink ramidly =no clearly under
"P stress quelify him as a nersonal lezder to an outstanding dezree., Is in-
[, clined to slow up on whei he consider=s routine work, out rises to a
T,r'hn'l'l enge with r-u*)er-latlve resulte. Lac:. educals omﬂ bacls o und.

14*MF GENERAL ESTIMATE OF THIS OFFICER_REFER TO POINTS OF WEAKNESS AS WELL AS STRENGTH UNFAVORABLE ENTRIES OF OPINION IN THIS ESTI ;
]

G, WAT DEGREE OF SUCCESS HAS HE A'ITAINED UNDER THE FOLLOWING 7 PLACE AN X
INDICATE VOUR ATTITUDE E mﬁ% %SLCIEME mﬁ TOD:'I.GVN.UE MO WALUE HOUL%FB?LEIE;T%LREIE)
WouLD you FOR A RATING OF UNI Ncm.i INSTRUCTIONS ON THE REVERSE SIDE
RAT [ Unsat. Sa| V 5 EXC. sup Un TOTAL VALUE
X ATTITUDE X VAL | —4 |12 )3 45|67 |[mewn| _Toul | +Touwl
71 Physical Actr nd End
PARTICULARLY DESIRE HIM? pros err N prosmes X 7
X ¥ 2 Stability Under Pressure "x 6
0 o 3 Attention to Duty 5
SERMATION OF] T HIM?] b,
B IS WORE BE PLEASED TO HAVE o = 5
5 Initia
BE SATISFIED TO HAVE HIM?) cliidis X 7
& Intelligence s 5
7
PREFER NOTTO HAVE HIM? foce X d
B Judgment and Common Senze ¥ (5]
9 Leadersh
DEFINITELY NOT WANT HiM? il K 7
10 Ability to Obtain Results ¥ 7]
‘ Fi bl ¥ J ¥ 4
+ ~Y:::‘:Nr> Durm the p:rind l:mrgcf by th!l report el n case unfavorsble entries have been L Totels . 63 i
Yesg i the ur{ Mlolrrurv made other than In D sndfor F were = - - )
Unfavorably nusuu that ’hauld bc included on hes the df.hcuncles brousht to the officer s """ v
Commun Yes or Mo record 30, enclose seperate statement attention while under your command Met . i
M?T-. e no of nature and sttendant eircumstances no and prior to preperation of this report? Value 63 }
IJTS‘I‘AND NG SPECIALTIES OF VALUE IN MILITARY SERVICE MAKE NO ENTRIES EXCEPT M .
HE 15 LI\ISED AL OBSERVATION OR OFFICIAL ﬁEPD‘ETlsas EHO\V En:er numencal rating using the follow Mhiserical y
D{OF RVER RATINGS OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS besis Mumerical rating equals the net £rIcs
(K&‘ mdcd by total nmlnbcr of | Rating
m 1 ~
::;“;w:n 2 numenicel reting . 6.5
Enm ad:cdlwl reting based on nu
merical uhn M) Use Followmg code
Below O (—4) -—Unun actory
00w 192 Ad, 1
201349 —E.rm satisfactony Rating d
53707 e W | Superiorg
‘BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF ALL ENTIRES MADE HEREQM ARE TRUE AND IMPARTIAL AND ARE IN ACCORDANCE WITH AR 600 185
TYPE NAME GRADE AND QRGANIZATION COMMANDING WHAT?
g ,Ioi',c.&;h& + CnARLES & YOUNG JR; Jept.FA Bipv A BBlat ma Bn
£ 7
edes WL D Form Mo &7 € July 1943 110 10-3sc1a=a
%Ilsliun\allrpcm §: ljan 'l:r Rf.ctl:'l‘ of This Rcw: ) - —
T o Pl
~+ Jt w ¢ i 5
/ ey
e ] £ —nilkss
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g -

wa-,—-—-«-«-_—---r-rﬁ "

Waah;lngtcn, 25, Do Co
THROUGHs Command Channels.
S 1, Under the provisicns of aragra T 3, AR 600-45, 1t ig
Bat ery "i", 86lst rleld sriillory datialion, ve uvr.oC 1RO o
of Honor, posthumovaly, for censypicuous gallantry and inteepiad
ot risk of 1ife abcve and LEy -ohd the call of uty, in action
involving actual conflicts _

2, (a) rxact status at tho vime of rendition of orvice:
Field Artillery Forward bserver ptvacned to Comeny "', 2534
Infantry Regiment In combrtl.

(b) Grade and a.signments 1t Licubenant, . iele wrtil

st ory "A", B6lst flold artillery sattalion, "
(6) Officor dled of wounds & April 1945,

{a) List of iveviocus awmards s S

1. Bronze Star lhedal, geneoral (rde:s 61, deadyuer X

634 Infantry Divislon, 28 hes ch, 1940,
2e {4pot Oak .eal Cluute: TO Bronze -tar Ledel,
Genoral Crders 86, Headquariers 83a Infanbry Division, & wrily
(Posiiumously) e 3
{a) a4 simill-r recommenat lon has not been provi: - sly
submitieds
(£) Initiuting "fricer n.oc norasopal lnowledge ¢f '@

service rendered.

3, (2) On the evening oif © april 1948, " U Cpmoanyty ood
Infantry, veinforced by cne plat M 51 =4 taaks undor tho comaant

L
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~ missions The fanstical 17tk e 2 0NZO

1 Tank Battalion,

vas in aw hss@bly srea-in Untergrieshein, Germany, near the

amend post of the 1st Babtalion (1)e At 2100 the Company rseeiva
an order to attack and seize tho highground directly orth of '_

Eressbach (13)e Thls somrarding ground was a Koy terrain ferture,
and was all importent to the querugsful comrletion of the Rogimen

r Division, numborling 1800 «-.-=-r-_-"

were well entrenched all alony the ri ge from (19) to (13), on ¢

hills at (20), (1), (22), (23), ana in too wouds al (24), (25),

(28)¢ he sourse of "A" Compehy's action carried them along the

Horth slope of the ridge from (10) to (13), Where they encountered:
flerce and fanatical roslstence fyom riflemen, machine gunsy mor

artillery, and self propelled guns all th- way to their oo_]ectl_

Starting at 0400, 6 April, 1945, the company moved to 2
{n the woods at (2), Here Lt. Maglin, Company Commander, gava

iagt-minute instructions for the attacky AL 0430 {;ha

deployed and meved esst along th odgo of the woods and ncwﬁ{

n the vyicinity of (38). The company wao deployed as

onen ground i
chine suns attachod§

followsi Ths 2nd and spd platoons with the n-

were leading, 2nd platoon on the righte ho five Me4 tanks

sollowing in echelon with one Lank on the road along “h;j 76 g

the others to its left (north) Vetween Lhe road and he woods 1 :

the 1st platoon was protertling 'L_

north (27)e A half-squad from
th rlatoth, corposed of 6C mn %

tank as they reved enstwarce the 4

and conmy AUy headguartess porsonnels crought up the roals

vhs Singt gasualiies sustainod in the cotion cccurod nere

- D

& These numbers refer to the corresponding numbers on the 8c-= /

sompanying overlay. -

e 20y 5
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m«mm men 'Hm killed :w wounded 'y thig mortnsy fire, and we o

evacuatod, Lt Robinson uiekly anc accurntely acjucted our ar ills
on thess mortars, silencing ihem, cn the ocmpany again uoved i‘orn
ward 2t 0520

The company encountered sworanic reslatance f‘rom\s;niyer;; < .
riflemen, out by 060C had reccio: (4)y where the les ing socoutb L
wounded by a heavy machine gun firing from {31}.‘ nis machine
after wounding the scout, fired at ;he leading elements 88 the a
platoon which was on our right (south) flank, malntalning .
physical conbsct »1lth elements of .he 2nd a'tallon at (L)e he
2nd platoon sustained three caf;ua].tias‘ es a result of this »a -
gun fire, Lt Robinson, from an observitlon post &t (6)y odjusted
our artillery on ihe machine ~un, killing all three of 1rr crew

The company m ved forward again at 0645, Visi~ility = |
tmproving, and from this point on "A" Company a3 unuer cw\wat
by tho enemy, and received continous sniper flre (rom the i‘lmks
from the front (north, south, 'nd ezat), At 0305, the comvany
by an incressed volume of sriall um- flve at (7)e Ths fire came
the reed and cut between (7) and (8). One he vy mechine Lun OpIKE
up on the comany from (32) and another from (33)e &t this 1o d
the ecompany lost most of ity key mon commissioned ofricers,

Tha £nd platoon lort o/ .gb John wuzso, platoon .orgoant,

8/.gt “heodore Lierterth, wlatoon yulide, all of its sgusa ler e n?
one acsistant squad lexusr, "he 10t Hlntoor loot it Carvel .a, a g

gquad leader, and other non commliasl nw! ofifiders and rene In llg

the company lo.' about 20 mon ot this olnt. BOAED
; GONSIDERED BY THE DECORE Bpe

2y ]
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-

of whom was an Unterof: cler, no oilsr aachine un coaced fileing
and withdirew,

Yhe company agaip mKved foroery, and ot 1150 hac vancpned a
at (9)s The snipor fiie hea rscome decdly, and evevral ca.uslties
were glucnd under the Lridge "l -his point ror protectlon and ri_f'
aild, the com any hed in.onded voorganization In the draw ot this

Mpgﬂ:ﬁt,ngthgihg%aﬁaioitmpﬂ;noiiblﬁ"b::;u;e of the 11:11_3._ of oneny ..
At 1156, 1/b Charlcs D o G R e B ey Y
sergeant and radio op¢rator for id ohinson, ware b imuitanafuaﬁ
spipers at (10). Hoody dled om Liw spob, an -acke , whc » R
the penis and testiclma, wald evacunted. Lt Adams, plafoon Lanuor:?

of the 2ud platoon, zustainec a very painful weun in 98 leg @

o

could scapcely walk, ile wns ovacuated a short time 1 tor tox» ot
time unknown) e

At 1230, there we:e 23 uninjured riflenen end o fovw Wé'li!»:i
wounded who were still able to fight,

“he morale of the men .su very low b thia . oint, A1l of
koy elis’ed men of the rifle platoons 'eve cns plties, he enorggd
kept up & withering hall of mching gun, vifly, and mor T l
some artillery. “very man in the company Jaolioved nirm-ali deorne 18
unless the company !thdiew,

Such wa. thc ate e of demoraligation wren ot oninson ' o7
command of the com any. -ully oware i ke Lo ale sness of the |
situation, lknowing tn t 1T vhe com any Tom insa in tle t oncsiiion
they would be annihilnted in o veor, shorbt clo, be would have oeen

-

!
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¥
ey

' gllymﬂ.stﬂ:efk

iy ! A4 =% # Lt Hobinson neroice

0 continue ‘on the com any's wission.

- %ith complete disregard for nle »1 .onal safory, amid the
deadly hall of enemy bullets enu vhells, he gallantly end coure
ageously rose to his feet and coolly walked svout among the men,
shouting encouragemeni and gi‘vine; ordora to them, e ordered tho
tarks to establish a base of flre on the obysectlive from the vicis
of (38), His magnificent example gave 'ho men noev hope and energyg
and in response to his gallant leadershiy Lhey “roce re-ardless
tho enesmyy fire and joinod him In the assualt on vhe objeciiva,
assault started at 1310,

As they rughed the enemy stronghold, amid the haill of mac ke
guny; rifle; nd mortar fire, ten enemy riflemen {ired at tuen ot
point blank range from four intevcomnecting fox heles ot (12) :
causing two casualties and threateneing to repul e our a:suslt,
Lt, ilobinson personally assualted *he enemy in their foxholes,
exptying his Hel rifle and his pistol st the cromy anc killing s
ten of them, -ithout pausing, he continued to loac trne a_snali
the last enemy; had Leen Iilled or driven feom th ogkc fve, nt ‘

Lte Robinson, immediotely ..pon teking the objJocii e, reong
ized the vremaining nineteen men, dug in on the hill, and sent ¥
one patrol of two men and an.vthey of three, (ne aviomatlec rifle
was taken wlth each patreol, " Lo llwce-man va~rol came .- on 2 LR
of 21 enemy atiempting to withdvaw at (18), and %iliec 81l of *L
on the apot, “hile the man vere dig inmy iIn, + . o2frgon a2f. & ed_
artillery on the town of Kress bach (36) ond -m the woods al (£5)y

koeping the enemy flie at a winleum, discouraging and preveniting

countor-attack, - WA Ly 1 h L, Cptwe Fossy
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objectivey He gent three tanks back to Untesgri-sheim to get

mashine gun and tank empunitions st 1500, orders .are rece’ved to
aleze Kre-sbach (36), Lt l.obinsen aad .l . 1ernoy maxe plane ana
orders for the '* acks Lhe ts‘mkb returns 2t 160C with the
ammunition, .he men wore agala vory .eluetan’ te be ia op J‘uaiz_
with such reduoed strengthy and again it was Lt. opingun who -
rallied the company. He vem to each man and personally acked -'L_'f
to join in the atback on ‘he towne e men could not refuse %o "
respond bto Li. Hobinsem's 1oade *snly,, and he ¢ . any moved to t
atiack of Kressbachs

During the progress of the atraek, ot 1615, {i. Roblnaon |
on the right (west) flank of the company at (16). “ore he was nl ;-':;
in the larnyx by a fragment from a mortar shell. imeny machine o
mortar,'and artillsry fice had o ecomd very heavy, iost of the f
come Trom the direciion of the woods at (25) and {(28) . Lt.%ob#n.
glthough painfully and saeriously wounled, crefused medical aid, '
inslsted on veing allowed LU continue, :or ‘he - cond tim Lity
four huurs, Lt .tobinson, vith cm lote Aisreg ra for 18 poTSOnRiS
safety, with consplcuoas gallart y end cours 8; "8T A mngnl‘ir:e
example for the mom srounc idn, lav svinc then i accomplish
superbumrn feabs, /hile sufferin, intonce paln and rleeding Lofid
and w 1le scercoly anls o o8 Ky 70 cont inued to personally cn '..
and operats hils heavy 1sdlo in srder tc stcp vhe yT arous snewy "‘;’?'
pausing only to give inatr ction to the srsili ry llalson efzic ¢

recdlo operator to send all nie pensonal eof outs home to nils wife,

. i
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ho adJusted dera I CURTCINES Sqy Diliitond at (25) and (26)

and (sqiiﬁﬁb : ‘ the enemy machino sun
and mortar firey; and b 1700 the capture of Kress. ach vas camplate:;
only thon did Lt, Hobinson, finding that ho csculd no longer s;eak,'
daside to voturn for medical a}towtion. e sallkec o ck Lo tho
forward aid station ri Herbolsnel:, 3000 me:ers AWAYe (~.0 roule
followsd on ovorlay), iese J?h y: sn £ir: 148 and  ent to the ;j
rear for further treitment, .o diod - 1900 on »ae O @YD AN taglég
be (1) Charncter of terraln, . .t ¢1 03 rction pic™ wlac;i
on open terrain, rrom the time whon Lt, ilobinson adjustéd on the
maching gun ot (81), the man c.uld 6 seon cloarly , -h enomy VAR
wove dug im all along bhe ridye to their on f, in rho woods 2.t
of HKressbach, and on rgvoral hiils to thx south. he terpaln was ;ﬁ
very favorable to tho enemy's defonce in hat Luey wero %gal £
organized on the commanding _round, “nd there ere no Fona ute;ﬁ
ap.rcach intot helr positions, ~h¢ only soluklion wav a frontal '
oc-8ualt across cpen terraln, sosiile o. o otion was xich hﬁt?er”
ours, “hers was no point whieh Li #obinson could use .5 & concenl
observation poste -
Enemy fire wo~ ‘L heavlesi cver sneountored vy this uni
Jeventy-one casualtles :ore gistained by he com eny curing Lhse
day'e aciion, 4t tno oow leticn of ‘rn 1ction, the o moans hae 1§
rirlemen loft, ¢ mon in Ind olt oy . TR v, 1ot b vrens Pé
to 2nd losving none in 1. , aw Toprr In et 116005
(2) “he ot ucl saritasuw col T tagliad, ut ta ¢ ' 7

alert sndi helr woeli 2L cavset .ome ¢f valll ‘e [ o230 vi to) ityd

was falr, albhough some what overcmss, oend .o a red BC thr | apoub

days The acrlon le “ed uriil © avth 700 BourSe
-'?w
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the ridge {am o«mﬁﬁﬁ“’* a isaa pesitions 1y Xressbach +nd stein,
and in the woods between. 'hey were peinforcod with anti~tank and
self propelled guns and supported by a considerable nur o of
artillery and mortars, noth mecdimm and light,

(4) Morale of our forcos ag excellont during he initlal
action but was ery lcw al he (ime when Lt .obinson took comman.gf
at the veginning of whe abt sck on ireasbach, .nh+t of the enemty 1ﬁJf
nelieved to nave been ver, goow T L. veginning of “he ac.lon. 1
Later 1o onemy's morele v ¢ an unimovm quantity.

{5) Casualtiso were extremely high on both idec, 'A"
Company lost 71 men and offic~ s, (.he com any ve not 1 O ful?f
strength at the deginning of the action,) 3

(6) Lt, dobinson's retion was directly responsible for gfl
succossful accomplisiment of the company's mission, which was £
Pirst step toward & ~peakthrough of the enewy's dafenaigfmggﬁit ;;
and contributed immeasurably to he succeas of th regimont in 4
almost com lete anpninil-tion of » 17 38 ranger Div,

44 8 JOMOS 2, Hobinson, dre,; O=1 181 988, rield Artillery,
Battery "A", u6lst vielc wrtillory sgtiallon, for consploucus
and intrepidity at the rick of hl+ 1ife above and beyono itho c’é:
of duty on 6 April, 1945 In 2o vicinlty of Unte: rleshelr, Norm,

be Lts Robinson was forvapd oLoipver wi‘h a vadly shot Uy |
ini antry Company ~llech had alpoauy lo.t no 't o its nion-cormies 16?
officors, and key men, and all of{ic 78, in an miack on & 111l

was fiercely defendsd o 8 guperior forcoe of fanacieel 5. brnona,

sell entrenched, anc gupporved vy gdlf-provelled guns, WO 8Fo, u

PSSR
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and all Infantry offieors with the company in a.citlon to many

non-commlssioned of ficor: aaw riflsmen, becam: cataglties, all
of Lt Rebinson's forwnrc oe.crver rty, ecopt .fnrelf, o e hlsod

killed or vounded, ihe com eny hu. Lventy-ihree Nely demoralizod

- o

riflemen loft and the enemy i'ire threasiensd to annihillate Llosce
Lt, Robinson realizing Lhe ncplessmess of rernmlning long In hat
nosition, took command, & nd with com;leioc disreg rd Iur ~A8
personal safety, did; laying cone, icuous lewdership wnd courale,
tgnoring tho deadly hall of enemy filve, ro.¢ to his feet an cool ,,
walked around smong the men issulng order and enc uraging tLaonm .
through his gellant words an actions, "aking nco. hopo and
from kb magnificent example, hw remalning btro. Ly-iiwoe riflnmm
arose and Joined Li. Robinson in lhc assuslt, h.le mehung the
strongly entronched onemy on .he hill, tne 11l le group Ferg
by ten enemy riflomen who fired a. them av poini~llanl 1‘;:}1_{6 fr
thoiy f.w inter-ccrmoctiing foxh.les, i, nobinson personadly
acsualted vhese foxbolos, <1llin, ai: .en of th Uoprmans itk ni ;
rifie and his pisiocls Ho then coniinued &t ibe he-c ol tho ow
wntil the objoctive wae taken end the enemy were Jrlvon Jrom T
positions with oxlremely heavy cacugltlios, -
Two hour. 1 ter, in an a'tack on o fortifled towl, i y
Robinson o5 kil in Lhe lornyx by a foagment from » & oLV umll.%
nealizing that withouo Lie mitillcry sur ori wich in 2inms 2 uld
give them, i1he inf n'ry wulce s, un. le 10 '2 o .0 .0Vl e
vofused medicaleid, n wilh com.izte disreg ru for Lis -orsonal
safaty, while sufforing int.nse .ala and vlweding proiu elys ,“fALe

able to tslk, Lt, oulinsonm cont puve wo L.o°F cnel iy carry snd oper
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aocomplished, He then walked 3000 moters to he aic stition end vasy

evacusted to the rear, where he died on the ovoraticn tazles

Iwice within o posdod’of four hiour., Li. lobinson's heroic
and valiant a ction, nis oonspicuous gallantry and courage, and hiag
magnificent example so inspired U O zmen arcund ndm bat It was 1u;5
possible for the caupany to fedl in it nlssion, :he sumess af 3
the company's action sot ths stage for the Initial realdhrough
of th enemy's defenslve posltlons, and led to ultimate annihilasﬁi
of an ansmgspanzar ¢ivision, ho cool femrleriness, excoptional :
age, and outs!anding jendership displayed b, Lt, .obinson reflectlj
great ¢ redit on himself and tho milltary cervico, ana are a.r;hy;;
of the highest recognition and pralces ;
ntored military @ ervice from :8co, -exuas,
Nearest relotivet krs, Vina T, -obinson { 17 )

Stpeet Addressi 1215 broole .wonus, "4C0, “CXALe

/&2&&%&A§4ﬁwaw’ﬁﬁ”’?

TLLTih e # 6 1 (Thon 7/5gtg
wnd Lt,, Infantry p
Initl ting Officor.

=10
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615T F
stmaster, New York, New Yorks
A

At 1500, 5 April 1945 the foot elements of the 1st Battaliongia,

o5%rd Infantry, hed finished crossing the Tagst River ab Untergri
sheim, Germeny, under shelling by enemy arvillery from the vicl
of Kressbach,in preparation for an attack on the ridge between UX

griesheim and Kressbach. This high ground, and the adjacent towd
to the south and east, were held by the fenatical 17th SS Panzer
Division, numbering 1800 men, end their positions were extrenely’ _
dug in and fortified., The Battalion Commander, Battalion S-3, aﬁr

the Artillery Lialson officer (undersigned) made a reconnalssanc

at 1600, the Battallon Commender jssued an attack ordeT. In exe

cution of this order, npn Compeny started an atback on the hill d.

rectly east of Untergriesheim ab 1645, The weather was clear,

the visibility was excellent., The enemy were dug in in superior
1 the high ground between Untergriesheim on the wesy)

and had all of the domainan

numbers on al

and Kressbach and Stein on the east,

servation., For these reasons, and because there was RO concealed

our action was unsucg

route of epproach into the enemy position,

ful, "A" Company sustained several casualties, including both ofy

the enlisted men with 1ST LT. JAMES E. ROBINSON, JR., Artillery T8

ward observer with the Company, and withdrew bto Untergriesheim o*

reorgenize and O prepare for & dawn atbackKe

At 0400, 6 April, A" Company reinforced by & platoon of 7

tenks, mowed out of Untergrieshein, aﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁm%ngﬁﬂﬁgﬁgﬂfhe"f
! THE DECORATIO
-1~ , ._\

Seeni #2a ‘ - [
2 s menuedee e §

_,.__.r—..—:&m—’.,.—d...—-_____-d.;&-n——-—ﬂ""‘"—— =
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a few hundred yards when the © ery much on the alert, hes
our btanks movling forward, brought dowa & murderous concentra}?i
mortar fire on the troops, ceusing eleven casualties. This ooéi
between 0430 and 0500, ILieutenant Robinson, whose enlisted perso
had been reélaced, immediately brought down upon the enemy morta
positions a series of prearranged concentrations, apparently des-
troying these installations or causing the enemy to withdraw, si;
these mortars were not heard from again.

n " Company moved forward at about 0520, under constant firg
from snipers end light machine guns. At 0620, Lieutenant Robinsgo
reported DY radio that the company was under heavy machine gun £
and that the scout had been hit, and he quickly knocked out this
enemy position, reporting 100% casualties on this mission. "aA"
Company had sustained a total of four casualties ab this point.
By this time, deylight was approaching, and our visibility was
proving, but so was the enemy's, end his fire grew moTe accurate 3
as a result.

At about 0815, Iieutenant Robinson again reported that the
company was under machine gun and small arms fire, and that sevex
men had been hit. He agaln brought down our Artillery on the enf
destroying one machine gun and 1ts crew with a direet hit, and

foroing the other crew o ebandon their position. He also report%b

heavy casualties from the enemy fire. st

By 1180 the Company had reached a bridge in a draw about 10003
meters SE of Herbolzheim. Sniper, machiné gun and mortar had bz.'

deadly, end the company nad lost more than half of their paqs
-5 - 36 e o B

b g %,
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At this poimt,’

qutsnant Magin, Company Commender, was killed’smgg@f
sniper, leaving Iieutenant Adams &as the only Infantry officex Jw;'°

the Compeny. 4 few minutes later, Tec 5 Moody lLieutenant Robing

Teconnalssance sergeant) was killed by a sniperT, end Private Tac,

(radio operator) was seriously and painfull? wounded, Because th

were only about 25 men left with the Company, Iaeutenant Robinson:

carried and operated his heavy radio (weight 78 pounds) in additiﬁ

to carrying his otheT equipment this point on, in oT der that all

the men present could be as effective as possible.

About noon Iieutenant Adams was wounded, and had to be evacw

a short time later.

By this time, the morale of the remaining few men of the Coﬁp

was very poor. Some of them were almost panic stricken, All of ¥l

non-commlssloned officers and other key anlisted men had been kil%

or wounded. Epnemy fire was terrific, and to expose oneself 1o thg

3
'
~

view of the enemy was almost sulcidale

Iisutenant Robinson realized that the plight of the little ;Qﬁ

group was desperatbe, and that their only hope to succeed in the

Compaeny's mission lay 1n making & pbold, and ferocious assault on.:

men were exhausted, demore

-

the objective. He also knew that the

jzed, and ready to quite

1ieutenant Robinson made & decigion which was characteristiY

of his collossal fortitude and courage, and his unfaltering devot

o duty. With absoclub
jgnoring the gerrific heil of enexy fire,

o disregard for his personal safety, comple
he cooly walked emong *:ah'.;.,r

men and tq}d them what he 1ntended to do, and asking each 1n turn

Iieutenant Roblnson's
s

n in the assault.
i 4

1f he were ready to Joi

B

b
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magnificen® leédership, outstanding personal magnetlism, and hié;ig
gallant action were here clearly portrayed. EVery uninjured mif T
and several walking wounded rose to their feet shouting, "Let{q_
go". This was the beginning of the most remarkable action which?
heas ever 00me to my ettention. The 1ittle group, led by LieutenJ
Robinson, moved qqickly to the base of the hill which was the ob-
jective. When so;e men started to lag behind, Lieutenant Roblnsd
> 'gave the order to double-time. The tenks, acting under ILieuten '

Robinson's order, had established & base of fire. They led the

meneuver element into the enemy posiﬁions with their mechine guns,

firing into the foxholes and trenches. The maneuver element, led™
by Iieutenant Robinson, encountered a group of enemy riflemen 1in
four foxholes. Without pausing, Lieutenant Robinson emptied his 7
M-l rifle and his pistol at these enemy, killing them all (2 late
count disclosed that there were ten), end continued to lead tThe &g
seult on the hill, By 1400, cepture of the pi1l was complete, bR
enemy had alllbean killed or driven from their positions and "aA"
Ccompany had mineteen riflemen left.

Two small patrols went oute. The remeining men dug in. One:
patrol caught a group of 21 enemy in a draw south of the hill nealss
Kressbach, and killed them all, Lieutenant Robinson kept the énr
mortars and machine guns in the town of Kressbach end in the wooc
the south pinned down by adjusting our artillery on them. This al
lowed our men %o dig in and prevented the usual German counterattacy

At 1445 Iieutenant Tierney, Company Executive officer, arrive”

to teke commend. He sent tenks back to the emmunition dump 1

e 7
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Untergrigsheiméto v ‘ ﬁ: Nhe
Teturned, at 1600, orders had been received to take Krassbdf._

The men were in worse physical condition tEan pefore the cepture ofal
the hill. Another attack at this time seegéd suicidal, and ageinj
the men were extremely reluctant to move. Again 1t was ilautenen
Hopinson who’insplred them to Herculean feets., Responding to his
powerful leadership, they prepared, for the second time within an
afternoon, to assault a position which was held by a fenatical en
in superior numbers, in prepared positions.

At 1615, Lieutenant Roblnson was hit by a fragment from &
mortar shell. His larnyx was severely lacerated, and 1t was Very:
difficult for him to speek. He Dbled continuously and profusédy. .

Enemy mortar and ertillery fire, in addition to rifle and
machine gun fire from the woods south of Kressbach end from a hil
east of the town, were meking it very difficult for the compan# ?3
enter the towm. Lieutenant Robinson kmew that success of the qﬁm»
in taking the town depended on whether or not this enemy fira"ﬁ
be stopped. He was the only person present who could,ﬁ3%9?p§7!j
that, He refused medical ald, paused long enough to inferm}the:
liaison officer's radio operator, Corporal Joseph E. Evansy %hat
had been hit, that he didn't think he would be eble to earrwicng;
that it would be necessary to send up en entire new forwagﬁ-&pﬁy
section. He apparently knew that he was mortally wounded becanse 9
he also asked Corporal Evans to send all of his personal effecta” -%@

home to his wife. ’ i
After that, Iieutenant Robinson continued to perform his duty,

adjusting our artillery on the enemy positions, neutralizing thi

-5- : Y

\
\‘
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fire, and by 1700 the cgpture og.Kressbach had been compldﬁgdlz
further casuelties. Lieutenant Hoblnégé could no longer speak, SO ™3
he turned his radio over to the Infantry and walked back to Herbol
heim to the Aid Station. Here he received first aid and was sen?,

further back to be given surgical treatment. He died on the opersy

ing 4able at 1900.

During my experience in the service, both in training and 10

combat, I have had the opportunity to viork with meny forwerd obseu

=5

vers, some of whom were superior in the performance of their dutys
Iieutenant Robinson, in my professional and personal opanion, he
peer among these nor eny others. His leadership, courage, resours
fulness, and devotion to duty, demonstrated so many times and unde

all conditions and ecircumstances, are an exemple for alle. His exp

xnowledge of infentry and artillery tactics, his speed and accuracy

1n placing our fire on the enemy whenever end wherever he showed 1

self, and his superd teamwork with the Company Commender are legemn

emong the men of Compeny A. His schievements 1n this, his final

action, in which he gave his 1ife so that his compeny might accqmpﬁ

their missiony have not, to my knowledge, been equaled, and they W

never be forgotten by those who survived the experience.

/ fffvf. ( & M

P JOHN C. FRAIISH,
Cept., 86lst FA Blle
Tisison Officer. ?
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HEADQUARTERS 63D DIVISION ARTILLERY

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

APO 4iC

c/o Postmaster, New York, N.Y.

11 April 1945

Mrs Vipna E Robinson
1122 South 15th Street
Waco, Texas

My dear Mrs Robinson:

It is with a feeling of deep regret that I write you
relative to the recent death of your husband, lst Lieuten-
ant James E. Robinson Jr, ASN 01181988. I realize fully
that there is very little that anyone can say, at a time
like this, to compensate for or ease your burden. However,
you should know that "Robbie", as he was known to me, was
one of my very best officers, irrespective of grade. His
eagerness, determination, and consideration for others
earned for him the admiration and respect of all the offi-
cers and enlisted men of the entire command. His courage
was outstanding end was recognized on two occasions by
the award of a Bronze Star Medal and an Qak Leaf Cluster
thereto.

I am certain that you would wish to know that Robbie
gave his life on the battlefield. He was then, as he al-
ways had been, an inspiration to his men. His passing was
a great personal loss to me. Please accept my deepest
sympathy. I pray with you that this sacrifice of his shall
not have been in vain, and that we may soon look upon a
world blessed with peace.

Sincerely yours,

53, McGAW
Bl'.‘i L ] Genog USA.
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SRV AT - g
SRS, ATTERSEL ¢ TR
Lo

S e T
gt o . e )
Ly : ‘ ;
" .~ WAR ‘DEPARTMENT .
- THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
WASHINGTON 25,D C
REPORT,OF DEATH AC/ess/3811 pare__ 28 April 1945
FULL HAME - \_; :‘" 3 2 ARMY BERIAL NUMBER GRADE
Robinson, James E,, Jr. 01181988 18t "t

HOME ADDRESS N ARM OR SERVICE DATE OF BIRTH

) ¥Waco, Texas FA 10 July 1219

CAUSE OF DEATH DATE OF DEATH

' _Wounds recedved in Action § Aor 1345
STATION OF DECEASED DATE OF ENTRY ON LEMGTH OF SERVICE
CURRENT ACTIVE SERVICE FOR PAY PURFOSES
YEARS l MONTHE DAYS
ea () : 13 May 1943
(HAME, RIL -

£ Mrs. Vina B, Robinson, wife, 1215 Brooke Ave,, Waco, Texas
aulwlc\umr (MAME, RELATIONSHIP & ADDRESS)

Mrs, Vina B. Robinson, wife, same as above

Martha D, Robinson, daughter, same as above

IHVESTIGATION BUTY owH SCONDUCT WAS DECEABED AUTHORIZED IN FLYING PAY OTHER PAY STATUS
MADET 6 LINE OF b vl OH DUTY STATUS ABSENCE STATUS (SPECIFY BELOW)

YES | No rm | wo Yeu I ™) YES NO Yes I Ho YES | HO YES | Ho
X

AGDITIONAL DATA AND/OR STATEMENT * e

Bjum—rl.: DNON BATTLE |8

Bene7iciarics continued:
Mys., Joleores Robinson, mother, same a&s above
Kr, James . Robinsen, Sr,, father, same &s above

swidenge of desth rec'd in WD 18 Apr 1945

COPIES FURNIBHID:

i $.6 0 rei yo,u s A BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR:
"
o ARMY EFFECTS BUREAU
e AIEER CASUALTY BRANCH FILK =

G A.D VET ADMIN A G 301 FILE

" THIS FORM SUPERSEDES WD AGO FORM 521 1 DECEMBER 1944,
< WHICH MAY BE USED UNTIL EXISTING STOCKS ARE EXHAUSTED

WD AGO FORM 521
%1 Framuary 1945

B N i

; -..1-'3\“5-»:.,.__ i Gk T TE
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28 April 1945

wrs Vina E. Robinson
1215 Brooke Avenue
fdaco, Texas

Dear ¥rs Robinson

The War Department has informed me that your husband,
Lt. James E, Robinson, Jr., hae given his life in the
performance of his duty. It is therefore with deep
sympathy that I addres:z you on behalf of this Command and
extend every possible comfort and aselstance.

We have a grateful and lasting interest in the brave
men vho have given their lives for our Country and in ths
dependents of these herces. The Army has mede provision for
you to have the benefit of our best counsel and advice in
the adjustment of your problems.

You will find the Personal Affairs Tfficer in your
vicinity not only willing but eager to help you. The address
of the officer nearest you may be loceted by referring to the
list which I em inclosing with this letter. Should you need
this service or assistance, please fesl most ffee to use it.
The nearest chapter of the American Red Cross also 1s avall-
sble to provige counsel and assistance.

I hope that tre passing days will bring you comfort and
a consoling pride that your husband gave up his life to set
men f ree. His rame will be honored among all who were
privileged to know him.

dost sincerely yours,

RICHARD DONOV AN
¥ajor General, o4
Commanding

SOLDIER DOSSIER | THE NATIONAL WWII MUSEUM

81



82

1

&

'ﬁd Sp e
# tﬁ A
s 7

., One Red Cross sewinz kit

25 April 1945

SUBJECT: ~Invehtéry ol Pérsonil "iffects of;
Roblnson, James e JTr., 1st Lbt., AoN Ol 181 988.

TOs L'fiheots Quartermaster, Coumunication sone, ETQ usa,
U, 5, Army.

 -i7le  above named individusl of -Bettery i, 861st Fleld
Artillery.Battalion, AP0 410, New York, New York was reported
killed about 8 April 1945, i

begignated Beneficlary: .rs, Vina 'll:obeth H'c;b;inaon,'
(wife), 1215 Brooke Avenue, waco,'Texas

.

i T T e T W RS R @ @ e 1‘5,_,

INVeNTORY OF EFFuCTO

One Sewing kit

Two pair cotton socks, 0D .
8ix cotton henkerchlefs
one pair grey cottoh socks

gne Fleld Artillery insiznie -

!_
4

One cotton undershirt
“Two pairs cotton shgsr’ts
one Yool oD shirtf-;:, Tyt - I_‘-"J‘(’:_ pd
Ons towel o B ¢
one jacket, leathey, ?01 1lincd
One l1lst Lt.’ i . ﬁ’ P‘:P’!.: S T i
One blue glove dsmptafping serman merks
One bundle 1ett% B o e
one envelope conbe qﬁng Pré tur'es
e - ’A .

- N, e <

e T e e

)
«'{M\.
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gAVE B
WAR DEPARTMENT

“IN/REPLY REFER TO: THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
AGPD=R 201 Rokinson, Jr., James E,  WASHINGTON 25,D.C.
01 181 988

7 July 1945

Mres, Vina E. Robinson
1215 Brooke Avenue
Waco, Texas

Deer lrs. Robinson:

I have the honor to inform you that, by direction of the President,
the Bronze Star Medel and one Osk-Leaf Cluster, representing an additional
award of the same decoration, have been posthumously awarded to your hus-
band, First Lieutenant James E. Robinson, Jr., Field Artillery. The cita-
tion is as follows:

ERONZE STAR MEDAL AND ONE OAK-LEAF CLUSTER

"For heroic achievement in action on 27 February 1945
in the vicinity of #**x, *x%, During a savage enemy counter-
attack spearheaded by self-propelled guns, machine guns,
mortars and riflemen, Lieutenant Robinson, through his
skillful manipulstion and direction of artillery fire in
darkness and fog, materially aided the infantry in repelling
the enemy, Numerous enemy were captured and an undetermined
number killed in this asction; and for heroic achievement in
action on 3 March 1945, in the vicinity of #*x%, %x¢x, Lieutenant
Robinson was forward observer with Company "A", *** Infentry
Regiment, which wes under murderous enemy mortar and artil-
lery fire. Although exposing himself to the same fire coupled
with machine gun and small arms fire, he changed his position
to one which enabled him to observe and silence by artillery
fire two enemy artillery bztteries and numerous mortar posi-
tions."

The decorations will be forwarded to the Commanding General, Eighth
Service Command, Dallas, Texas, who will select an officer to make the
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Mrs, Vina E. Robinson
AGPD-R 201 Robinson, Jr., Jzmes E,
01 181 988

presentation. The officer selected will communicate with you concerning
your wishes in the matter.

Mey I again express my deepest sympathy to you in your bereavement.
Sincerely yours,
o ANt/ J‘;m»4i:;44
EDWARD F, WITSELL

Brigadier General
Acting The Adjutant General
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AGPD-B 201 Robinson, James E.
(20 Jun 45)

’

¥ys, Vina Elizabeth Robinson

| 1315 Brooke Avenue
Waco, Téxas -

' *

Dear Mrs, Robinaoni .

I have the honor to inform you tha
under the provisions of the Act of Congrs
¥eédal of Honor has been posthunously -2né
}ge name of Congress, to your husband, FX
. 'for conspicuous gallantry in actiqn a’:ﬁ
"‘*fé';éear Untergriesheim, Germany, on 2/, March s

tion of the Presideny
9 July 19184 a 3
ar Dep £

: bﬂ“, i .-!ihe

| The Commanding General, Eighth Servig 2
directed to select an of fider to repEOARNE Ll

his decoration to you. Tou will be figrther advised as to time
§ of presontation by that officer Whogrl
gush arrangementsges will be most conve

May I extend my deepest sympathy in your bereavement,

Sincerely yoursy

dosmrd ¥. @itachl
., ED®ARD F, WITSELL
' +Major General .
Attang The AdJutant Cgp@ral .

i

7\" b1 "‘-‘3'_!,

- - _'
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14 ay 1943
Zuttlingen, Ger, cny.

I certify thac I heard the radio tromsmission cade by Lt 2obansen on
6 npral 1945 in which he gave instructionsto the Licison Officer's wadio
Uperator wno was in the CF of thc 1st Bn, 2b3d Inf at Unterm icsheim cfter
Lt 4 binson had been sounded. His 1nstructions were 95 follo s.

uiyens, I want you to gether up all of 7y belongings ¢na cunu then
home to my wife. 4lso, send up & nev Forwsrd Ubserver scction. I have been
hit, ana I don't thank I wall meke 1t.". . . or words to thet effect.

1 further certafy thai after Lhis trans'assion, Lt zobansen conlinued

to adjust artillery fire on aporopriste targets until he could no lenger speals,

/s/ Frenk J. Tettemer, Jr
e/ Pt le Jo £2070 LR, JR
Capt, 25,d Inf
S=5, lst Bn
APG 410, o F INC WY

", TRUL CCPY"

GuCRGE ve daDést,
WOJG, USa,

asst Aajulent,
861lst FA Bn.
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AG 201-(0ff) Hobinson, James E. 1st Ind §
SPLBG-B (6 Dec L5) | i o
Heedquarters, Bighth Service Command, ASF, Dalls

T0  The Adjutant General, Washington 2%;

The ¥edal of Honor posthumously a'w

1215 Brooke Avenue, iaco, Texas, b
USA, at this heaaquarters, on 2% D
1]

FOR THE ‘COMMANDING GENERAL:

]

; -

' Incls w/d S IARKIN GTON
Capta:.-n, £ ga.ntry
Actg: Asat Ady,]utant General

¥ -

§ J I
] : b 2 e - LJL/‘_} L+ E i
! » @
%
4 : i 4 j I
ey {0
j o
3 %
t
. 2 '
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WAR DEPARTMENT

~ - ~

Bureau of Public Relations
PRESS BRANCH-
Tel, RE £700, Brs. 3425 and 4860

SIS Release (-596
FUTURE RELEASE

-

First Lieutenant James E. Robinson, Jr., field artillery forward
observer with the 63d Infantry "Blood and Fire' Division, has been awarded
the Medal of Honor posthumously for rallying and leading a commanderless
infantry company-through two assaults, in the second of which he was :
mortally wounded, the War Department announced today, The action took place
near Untergriesheim, Germany on April 6, 1945, y

Presentation of the Nation's highest award will be made in the near’
future to the hero's wife, Mrs. Vina E, Robinson, 1215 Brooke Avenue, Waco,
Texas. .

Lieutenant Robinson of Battery A, 86lst Field Artillery Battalion,
took over command of Company A, 253d Infantry Regiment, when its commander
and most of its key enlisted personnel had been killed by German fire, While
leading the attacks, the slight 130-pound officer carried and operated his
heavy 78~pound radio himself in order to leave the remaining men of the
dwindling company free to handle their own arms and equipment,

The courageous officer killed ten of the enemy who threatened to halt °
the first assault, then led his men on to a successful mopping-up of the area,
Ordered to take the town of Kressbach, he rallied the group and spearheaded
the successful assault. Then, wounded in the throat, he walked two miles
to an aid station, where he died soon after,

Two eyewitnesses to the action, Captain John C. Fralish, of 716
Fleming Street, Key West, Florida, liaison officer of the 86lst Field-
Artillery Battalion, and Major Robert K. Liedling, of-421 Hill Strect,
Kohler, Wisconsin, execubive officer, First Battalion, 253d Infantry
Regiment, told of thc intrepid observer!s courageous leadership,

"Sniper, machinegun and mortar fire was deadly and the company had
lost more than half of its personnel," related Captain Fralish, "The morale
of the remaining few men of the company was very poor. All of the key men
had been killed or wounded. Enemy fire was terrific, and to cxpose oneself
to the enemy's view was suicidal,

"Lieutenant Robinson, with colossal- fortitude and courage and with
absolute disrcgard for his personal safcty, ignoring the terrific hail of
enemy fire, coolly walked smong the men and told them what he intended to
do, asking each in turn if he were ready to join in the assanlt, Every
uninjured man and several walking wounded rose to their feet, shouting,
1Let's goft ]

"Lieutenant Robinson led Gompany A, after the commanding officer
died in action, in an heroic and successful assault on an objective held by
a stronger force, well cntrenched," liajor Lieding reported, !"Two hours
later, painfully and mortally wounded, knowing that failure to have medical

-~ More =
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attention would cost him his 1life, he remained with his company., He kept
the enemy paralyzed by the deadly accuracy of his fire, while the men
proceeded to the capture of another objective. This would have been im—
possible without the artillery support which he along was in a position to
give !

Seriously wounded and fecling that death was near, Lieutcnant 5
Robinson radioced Corporal Joseph E. Evans of 7403 Perry Street , Defiance,
Ohio, Headquarters Battery liaison officer's radio operator: "Evans, I want
you to gather up all of my belongings and send them home- to my wife, Also,
send up a new Forward Observer Section. I have been hit, and don't think I -
will make it." This message was heard also-by Captain Frank J, Tettemer, Jr.,
of L) Crescent Street, Hewlett, Long Islend, operations officer of the lst
Battalion, 253d Infantry Regiment. 3

Lieutenant Robinson, known to the men as Mone of the best infantrymen
in the company," was rcported as having an uncanny ability to spot the
source of enemy fire. At the time of this action he and his little group
of infantry were frcing the famed German 17th Panzer Division,

Previously Lieutcnant Robinson had been awarded the Bronze Star
Medal for dirccting artillery fire in darkness end fog, shattering the cnemy
who werec counterattacking with sclf-propelled guns , machineguns, mortars,
and infantry, on February 27, 1945, An Oak Leaf Cluster to the Bronze Star
Medal has been awarded, posthumously, for an action on March 3 5 19457
wherein the heroic officer exposed himsclf to mortar snd artillery fire
while placing friendly artillery fire on enemy batterics,

A commercial artist, Licutcnant Robinson wns born July 10, 191095
Prior to his enlistment on June 2, 1939, he lived with his mother at
1122 S. 15th Street, Waco, Texas. He served with Howitzer- Company, 143d
Infantry Regiment, Appointed private first class August 7, 1940, he rose
steadily through csch of the noncommissioned renks until on July 1, 1942,
he was promoted to the rank of master sergeant,
At the time he was appointed to Officer Candidate School,- Licutenant
Robinson was serving with the 1l4ith Air Depot: Group, Duncan Ficld,-Texas,
He graduated from the Field Artillery §chocl, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and was
commissioned a second lieutcnant May 13, 1943. Promotion to first licutenant
came on August 24, 194, /
Besides his wifc, Iieutenant Robinson is survived by a daughter,
Miss Martha D, Robinson, who resides with her mother in Waco,

The official citation follows:

"First Lieutcnant James E, Robinson, Jr,, Battery A, 86lst Field
Artillery Battalion, was-a ficld artillery forward obscrver attached to
Company A, 253d Infantry, near Untcrgriesheim, Germany, on fpril 6, 1945.

"Eight hours of desporate fighting over open terrain swept by -
Germen machinegun, mortar and smell arms fire had decim~ted Company 4,
robbing it of its commanding officer ~nd most of its key enlisted porsonnel

= lore =
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when Lieutenant Robinson rallied the twenty—thrce remaining uninjured
riflemen and a few walking wounded, and, while carrying his heavy radie
for communication with American batteries, led then through intense fire
in a charge agninst the objective, ;

"Ten German infantrymen in foxholes threatened to stop the assault,
but the gallant leader killed them all at point-blank range with rifle
and pistol fire and then pressed on with his men to sWecp the area of all
resistance, Soon afterward he Wwas ordered to seize the defended town of
Kressbach,

© "He went to each of the ninctean exhausted survivors with cheering
Words, instilling in them courage and fortitude, before leading the little
band forward once more, In the advence he was seriously wounded in the
throat by a shecll fragment, but, despitc great pain and loss of blood,
he refused medical attention and continued the attack, dirccting supporting
artillery fire even though he realized he was mortally wounded. Only after
the town had been taken and hc could no longer speak did he leave the
command he had inspired in victory and walk nearly two miles to an aid
station where he died from his wound ,

"By his intrcpid leadership Licutenant Robinson was directly
responsible for Company A's accomplishing its mission against tremendous
odds, !

RECQMMEND NATIONAL RELEASE
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL

S WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
IN REPLY REFER TO:

AGAQ-T 600.05 (9 Sep 48) 9 September 15%8 Al

Mrs. Vina E. Robinson
P. 0. Box 1765
Waco, Texas

Dear Mrs. Robinson: L |
By direction of the Secretary of the Army, I am
pleased to inform you that the Army-owned cargo vessel
"Lt. Jemes E. Robinson" has been nemed in honor of your
husband, the late Lieutenant James E. Robinson, Jr.

Sincerely yours,

IO

ARD F. WITSELL
Major General
1 Inel. The Adjutant General
(60 No. 52)
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Campagnes pour la libération de 1a France
(1944 - 1945)

—

Décision N°.

CL0 o7
Ze :-.?r‘;;-z})exzé due ﬁuveﬂwﬂzeﬂé @:mbﬂz}’e
de Zd < ;] w/b(zé%?ae,

Cite a I?Ordre ...................... de Ia DIVISIOIU

det Lt James L, ROBIHSOH

" Pour services exceptionnels de Guerre rendus au
" cours des opérations de libération de la France.”

Cette Citation comporte Vattribution de la Croix de

Guerre avec.. Itoile d!'irgent

PARIS, le.. 12 Jduillet TGA6

2.0, Le Général d!'Armée JUIH

LY
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UNITED STATES ARMY
THE CHIEF OF STAFF

22 October 1948

Dear Mrs,., Robinson:

While it is beyond the power of anyone to add to
the renown of those brave men who have won this nation’s
highest award, the Department of the Army has prepared
a history of the Medal of Honor, dedicated to those who,
while serving with the Army, have distinguished them-
selves conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at the
risk of their lives above and beyond the call of duty.

The name and the distinguished acts of heroism
of your brave husband are recorded for history in this
volume, and I am happy to send you a copy as evidence
again of the honor due his memory from a grateful nation.

As one of his fellow soldiers, may I tell you of

my own great admiration for his heroic achievements.

Sincerely,
Ovireqy H Ol 5

Mrs, Vina E. Robinson
P. 0. Box 1765
Waco, Texas
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First Lieutenant Jﬂes E. Robinson's grave in
the NationahiCemetery at Fort Sam Houston,
San Antoni as#Courtesy of Dolores

Milhous, daughter of James Robinson.
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