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in the war that changed the world – why 

it was fought, how it was won, and what 

it means today – so that all generations 

will understand the price of freedom 

and be inspired by what they learn.
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A Letter from the Chairman
When I accepted the gavel as the new chair of the board of trustees 
from former chairman, Governor Pete Wilson, I knew that I 
had some big shoes to fill. Pete’s devotion to the Museum, with 
the support of his lovely wife Gayle, was made evident time and 
time again during his tenure with initiatives in distance learning, 
his tireless work on behalf of the ongoing Road to Victory capital 
campaign and his personal commitment to advocacy in Washington, 

D.C. on behalf of the Museum.  As an esteemed governor and U.S. senator, Pete has 
played a monumental role in moving this institution forward. I want to thank him for his 
past service and make sure he knows how grateful we all are for his continued dedication 
as a member of the board. 

As the son of a World War II veteran, the Museum holds a special place in my heart. But 
as we find ourselves getting further and further away from that pivotal era of our nation’s 
history, fewer young people will have the privilege of knowing one of the heroes firsthand. 
That is why it is imperative that the Museum not only continue to expand and explore all 
areas of this global conflict, but also find ways to embed the story of World War II in the 
hearts and minds of future generations.

In fiscal year 2009, I was privileged to participate in a nationwide research initiative 
undertaken by the Museum, partnering with industry leading Edge Research, to better 
understand the relationship that different generations have with the war and how to best 
reach out to them. The result was a report that will guide the Museum forward for years 
to come with ideas that will allow us to fulfill our mission in new ways, some traditional, 
and some very new, exciting and creative. 

No amount of outreach will be effective, however, until every American knows that 
there is a Museum in New Orleans that tells the story of World War II and the sacrifice 
and service of their fathers and grandfathers, mothers and grandmothers and all other 
Americans who were a part of the war effort. That is why we have continually increased 
our marketing efforts leading up to our November 2009 Grand Opening. Through the 
countless national news stories of the past year, we have only begun to shine the light on 
this precious national treasure.

We also increased our advocacy efforts on state and federal levels, garnering major 
bipartisan support from our elected officials. These efforts were crucial in securing the 
funding to move forward with our expansion in the coming years.

I look forward to continuing to serve you as your chairman as we work on all fronts 
to grow the Museum in size, awareness, reputation and educational impact. I thank 
all of you for your invaluable support, and with fiscal year 2010 off to a record-
breaking start, I look forward to delivering more good news about your Museum in 
the future.

Sincerely, 

Philip G. Satre
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

On November 6, 2009, trustees, donors, 
government officials and Museum stakeholders 
cut the ribbon to officially open the Solomon 
Victory Theater, Stage Door Canteen and 
American Sector restaurant. Thousands 
attended the full weekend of events.



A Letter from the President	
On November 6, 2009, The National World War II Museum celebrated one of our 
proudest days, the Grand Opening of the Solomon Victory Theater, the Stage Door 
Canteen and the American Sector restaurant. Thousands looked on as we cut the ribbon, 
including hundreds of World War II veterans who walked the red carpet to be seated in a 
place of honor for the ceremony. Thousands more joined us online as part of a live webcast 
of the events. But those who were with us on that day are but a small portion of the 
hundreds of thousands of members, donors and supporters who have stood with us since 
we first opened the Museum on June 6, 2000.

Fiscal year 2009 was a year of building for us, in a physical sense. But we have been 
building something much larger than Stephen Ambrose’s original vision for The 
National D-Day Museum in 1990. Were he still with us today, he would be so pleased 
and amazed to see our progress. And he would be grateful, as am I, for all of you who 
have joined us on this great American journey. But we still have more to do, and very little 
time to do it. 

It is our goal to complete the expanded Museum campus by 2015, not just because we feel 
that the world needs to remember the lessons and values of World War II, but because 
we do not want to miss the opportunity to thank our World War II veterans who are still 
with us. And while important to honor their history, it is more important to show them 
how this Museum honors those who did not make it back. Now, as we prepare to begin 
construction of the United States Freedom Pavilion and the Campaigns Pavilion over the 
next two years, this urgency carries us forward.

In 2009, the Museum continued to expand its New Orleans campus just as we extended 
our resources to the nation. Through Distance Learning, our Science and Technology 
website, free lesson plans, our affiliation with National History Day and grassroots 
programs like Knit Your Bit and Kitchen Memories, we carry our mission beyond the walls 
of the Museum to people of all ages. And these are only a few of the successful programs 
launched this past year. Thanks to the work of our Educations, Collections and Exhibits 
and Research Services staff, I know we will continue to reach more and more people who 
are not able to visit us here in New Orleans. 

I also want to give special thanks to our 130,000 national members for their continued 
dedication in 2009. While it was a year of economic uncertainty for our country, 
Museum members went above and beyond to increase their support, many in spite of 
their own financial circumstances. We heard again and again that preserving this epic 
part of our nation’s history was just too important.

Finally, I would like to thank all of our volunteers, trustees, donors and staff who made 
this landmark year so memorable. I am continually inspired by all of you. In 2010, I look 
forward to continuing our growth as a world-class Museum that honors the Greatest 
Generation while inspiring generations to come. As Rosie the Riveter, that icon of 
WWII productivity said, “We can do it!” I have every confidence that we will.

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Gordon H. “Nick” Mueller 
President and CEO
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TG Solomon served in the Pacific Theater  
in World War II.

Solomon at the Grand Opening celebration 
with actor Tom Hanks and Museum 
President and CEO, Nick Mueller.

In November 2009, The National World War II Museum 
dedicated three new venues on our campus that have opened 
to rave reviews. The first is the multi-sensory Solomon Victory 
Theater, featuring Beyond All Boundaries, a 4-D cinematic experience created by 
Phil Hettema and executive producer Tom Hanks, which portrays the epic story 
of World War II in a dramatic and memorable production.  The second venue, the 
Stage Door Canteen, is a live performance venue that  features a light-hearted song 
and dance revue of music of the WWII years, as well as the Museum’s own Victory 
Belles.  The final addition is our American Sector restaurant, created by master 
chef, John Besh, which explores a fusion of New Orleans food with 1940s era 
culinary offerings in a delightful manner.

All of these new venues have the same goal:  to provide audiences of all ages with a 
new way of understanding and experiencing the war years. Reaching out to the next 
generation, is a focal point of our mission and requires the utilization of new technologies, 
along with more familiar ways of teaching and learning. These new attractions convey the 
values and strength of the American Spirit in meaningful new ways.

Funding for the new Solomon Victory Theater was led by a monumental gift from TG 
and Doris Solomon and their family.  TG, a long-time member of the Museum’s Board 
of Trustees, is a World War II veteran who served in the Pacific.  His highly successful 
career in developing and building movie theaters helped to inspire him to make the lead 
gift of $5.5 million to name the Museum’s Solomon Victory Theater, the home of Beyond 
All Boundaries, our signature cinematic experience. 

The year included many other significant and generous gifts from donors of all levels.   
We are especially grateful to our board of trustees, who led a challenge beginning in the 
June 2009 board meeting that brought over $12 million to the Museum over the next six 
months.  This momentum helped to boost our national advocacy efforts with members of 
the US Congress, the State of Louisiana and donors all over the world.  

This past year, the Museum’s Road to Victory Campaign reached a wonderful 
milestone, with over $50 million raised from private funders since our efforts began 
in 2004.  Each of our generous donors is helping to build a place where future 
generations will always remember the courage and valor of the Amercian men and 
women who won World War II.

The Stage Door Canteen was inspired  
by the wartime venues founded by the 
American Theatre Wing.

The American Sector features a menu by 
James Beard Award-winning chef, John Besh.

Right: Beyond All Boundaries uses cutting-
edge effects for an immersive experience.

Capital Campaign



Honor
Mr. James L. Barksdale
The Doris and T. G. Solomon Family

Freedom
Mr. and Mrs. H. Mortimer “Tim” Favrot, Jr.
Madlyn and Paul Hilliard
Shell Oil Company Foundation
The Starr Foundation

Liberty
Richard and Nancy Adkerson
The Annenberg Foundation
Donald T. “Boysie” Bollinger
The Joe W. and Dorothy Dorsett Brown 

Foundation in honor of D. Paul Spencer
Entergy Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Fisher, Sr.
The Ella West Freeman Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Louis M. Freeman
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Hayes
Raymond E. Mason Foundation
The E. J. and Marjory B. Ourso Foundation
Phil and Jennifer Satre
The Lori and Bobby Savoie Family
Mr. David R. Voelker

Valor
FedEx Corporation
The Goldring Family Foundation
Gulf States Theatres, Inc.
Harrah’s Entertainment, Inc.
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Knott
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Stone
Whitney National Bank
The Woldenberg Foundation

Alliance
The Almar Foundation
Anne Anthony in honor of Robert J. Hanbury
The Ashner Family Evergreen Foundation
The Booth-Bricker Fund
Boyd Gaming Corporation/Treasure Chest 

Casino
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Cowan
Mrs. Betty B. Dettre
Collins C. Diboll Private Foundation
Dathel and John Georges
The Gheens Foundation, Inc.
The Perry and Martin J. Granoff Foundation
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Mr. and Mrs. John P. Laborde
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Libby-Dufour Fund
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The Charles N. Mathewson Foundation
The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin P. Reilly, Sr.
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Stone Energy Corporation
Mr. Jack C. Taylor
Frank H. Walk
Walter Oil & Gas Corporation
Virginia Eason Weinmann and Ambassador 

John G. Weinmann

Independence
Mr. and Mrs. Herschel Abbott, Jr.
AOS/Associated Office Systems
Apogen Technologies, Inc.
AT&T
Battelle
Bechtel Group, Inc.
Mr. Stephen D. Bechtel, Jr.
Mr. Donald Bren
The Boeing Company
Boh Foundation
Mr. David Boies 
Mr. Charles E. Bondy
Gen. and Mrs. Walter E. Boomer USMC 

(Ret.)
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Bouillion
Arabelle J. Burnett Trust
Raymond C. Burton, Jr.
Charity Hospital School of Nursing Alumni 

Association
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Coleman
Angus R. Cooper II
Cooper T. Smith Corporation
Mr. James A. Courter
Bob and Carol Cudd
Cudd Foundation
A. M. Dachs Foundation
The Diebold Foundation
Disabled American Veterans 
John M. Duff, Jr.
ExxonMobil
Fabiani & Company
Jerry and Nanette Finger Foundation
J. C. Flowers & Co. LLC
FMC Technologies
Mr. and Mrs. Alan I. Franco
Frantzen/Voelker Investments, LLC
Fremont Group
General Dynamics
Mr. and Mrs. Elias “Elliot” H. Goldstein
John and Cynthia Fry Gunn
In memory of Calvin (Kelly) Haase
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Hines
Grace O’Connor Hogan
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Hume
Invemed Associates LLC
The Charles and Ann Johnson Foundation 
JPMorgan Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Kalikow
Mr. and Mrs. Norman V. Kinsey
Kirkpatrick Family Fund
Mark R. Konjevod
Koret Foundation
Ambassador Bill and Jean Lane
Mrs. Dorothy W. Lester in honor of George 

H. Lester, Jr.
Littlefield 2000 Trust
Christy and John Mack Foundation
Maersk Inc.
Dr. Neil Maki 
Duncan & Shirley Matteson
The John J. McArdle III & Joan Creamer 

McArdle Foundation
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
Colonel Fred B. Morgan, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon H. “Nick” Mueller
Musée Airborne

Mark P. Norman
Northrop Grumman
Mr. and Mrs. William Oberndorf
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph O’Dowd
Patton Boggs LLP
Rich and Jan Pattarozzi
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Payne
Carmen and Gail Policy
Mr. and Mrs. M. Cleland Powell III
Mr. and Mrs. Herman J. “Dutch” Prager, Jr.
Prospect Creek Foundation
Records-Johnston Family Foundation
Raytheon Company
The Reily Foundation
Mr. David Rockefeller
Barbara and Richard Rosenberg
The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Safeway Inc.
SAIC
Mr. Charles R. Schwab
William E. Simon Foundation, Inc.
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP
William A. & Madeleine Welder Smith 

Foundation
Standard Mortgage Corporation
Stanford University Hoover Institute
Stephenson Foundation
Stone Foundation
Mrs. Carroll W. Suggs
Alice I. Sullivan Charitable Trust
Sun Drilling Products Corp.
John B. Taylor and Allyn Taylor
Mr. Donald F. Textor
The Toler Foundation
Ms. Rachel Trinder
Eli and Deborah Tullis
URS Corporation
Verizon
Mr. and Mrs. St. Denis J. Villere
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Weggeland
Wells Fargo & Company
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce N. Whitman
Governor and Mrs. Pete Wilson
The Wunderkinder Foundation

Public Support
The United States Government
The State of Louisiana
Louisiana Economic Development
The City of New Orleans, Department of 

Public Works
U. S. Department of Commerce
Economic Development Administration
Regional Planning Commission

Special Partners
Mr. Tom Brokaw
Capital One Bank
Enhanced Capital Partners, Inc.
Mr. Tom Hanks
National New Markets Fund
Mr. Steven Spielberg
Stonehenge Capital Company, LLC
Whitney National Bank

ROAD TO VICTORY  
Capital Campaign Donors FY2009
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In fiscal year 2009, The National World War II Museum built upon its growing 
reputation for world-class exhibits, lectures and events that brought veterans and scholars 
together to educate and enlighten a diverse array of audiences.

The Mason Lecture Series kicked off in November 2008 with an inaugural presentation 
by Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General John “Jack” Vessey. This series 
continues to bring in high-caliber speakers and growing crowds. Additional presenters 
in fiscal year 2009 included Tom Brokaw, Alex Kershaw, Carlo D’Este, Rick Atkinson, 
Donald L. Miller and a multicultural veterans panel in honor of the exhibition Fighting for 
Democracy, Who is the “We” in “We the People”?

Additional Lectures 
Our twice monthly Lunchbox Lectures included free, hour-long presentations on a 
wide array of World War II topics from specific battles and equipment to the role of 
Hollywood in the war and the effects on the Civil rights movement.

Lagniappe Lectures and Meet the Author events allowed Museum guests to increase 
their knowledge of the war and meet both established and burgeoning authors in the 
field. Noteworthy presenters included Senator George McGovern and Patricia Gaffney-
Kindig with the American WWII Orphans Network, who gave an emotional and 
uplifting account of her quest to bury the father she never knew.

Nick Mueller, Jack Vessey and Ray Mason at the 
inaugural Mason Lecture in November 2008.

Tom Brokaw at the Mason Lecture Series, 
December 2008

The Raymond E. Mason, Jr. 
Distinguished Lecture Series 
on World War II



Lives Remembered: Photographs of a 
Small Town in Poland 1897 -1939 
Sponsored by  
AT&T Real Yellow Pages
September 27, 2008 -  
January 11, 2009

Lives Remembered offered a poignant glimpse 
of a community lost to the Holocaust.

Real to Reel: Hollywood and WWII
April 10 – August 31, 2008

Real to Reel focused on the role of Hollywood in WWII 
and the effect that the war had on the film industry.

Fighting for Democracy, Who is the 
“We” in “We the People”?
A traveling exhibit  
from the Japanese American 
National Museum
Sponsored by Chevron
February 8 – May 17, 2009

Fighting for Democracy focused on seven young men and 
women who fought for freedom both at home and abroad.

June 1944: One Month in the War 
That Changed the World 
Sponsored by Veolia Transportation 
and Environmental Services
June 6 – October 4, 2009

June 44 highlighted a landmark month in the war which 
included the liberation of Rome, Normandy, Saipan, the 
Philippine Sea, the signing of the GI Bill and more.

Changing Exhibits
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The Museum’s Collections and Exhibits and Research Services departments have the 
daunting task of collecting the artifacts and oral histories that will tell the story of World 
War II for generations to come. This ongoing quest has taken Museum staff across the 
country, even around the world. Here are just a few exciting acquisitions from 2009.

Artifacts 
Even though the Museum has not broken ground for the planned Liberation, 
Campaigns and U.S. Freedom Pavilions, staff have been hard at work building the 
exhibits for these spaces for many years. Fiscal year 2009 included a number of 
exciting acquisitions that will reside in the expanded exhibits, helping to tell countless 
stories of the war to Museum visitors. Here is a selection of some of the items 
accepted into the Museum collection this year. 

Below: Bette Davis penned this letter to Bob 
Hope on Hollywood Canteen stationery, 
thanking him for donating his time.

Below right: This doll was modified to 
represent Chef Joseph Milani, the food director 
for the Hollywood Canteen, known for having 
the celebrity volunteers sign his chef ’s jacket.

Entertaining the Troops
Inspired by the addition of the Stage Door Canteen and the needs of future exhibits, the 
Museum acquired a number of items that centered around entertaining the troops. The 
effort to maintain morale on the Home Front and in the field was an invaluable part of 
the war effort. Artifacts included items from the Stage Door Canteen and Hollywood 
Canteen, costumes and musical instruments from USO shows and art created by 
servicemen to pass the time during lulls in combat.

Collections



Above: Robert Covell poses with the  
Museum’s Sherman tank as part of a  
Behind the Lines Tour. 

Above left: The Bf 109, assembled by 
Messerschmitt in the 1930s, was one of  
the first of the modern fighters and one  
of the most significant aircraft of the war.

Left: The Museum is currently sponsoring  
the restoration of another SBD Dauntless  
that will replace the one currently on loan  
from the National Naval Aviation Museum.

Behind the Lines Tours 
In 2009, the Collections and Exhibits 
department launched a new VIP 
tour that allows visitors the chance to 
upgrade their Museum experience. 
So far over 200 guests have gone 
“behind the lines” to put on white 
gloves and handle select artifacts, 
climb inside the Sherman tank and 
other hands-on activities. Curators 
lead this three-hour tour through 
the Museum’s vault and large artifact 
storage areas.

Bf 109
This German Messerschmitt faces off against its old adversary, the British Spitfire, in the 
Louisiana Memorial Pavilion. The aircraft was constructed from salvaged parts of other 
Bf 109s, original parts located at former factories and carefully replicated replacements. 

SBD Dauntless
On loan from the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, FL, this SBD 
Dauntless saw action at Guadalcanal and was assigned to the USS Enterprise before 
returning stateside. It was lost in Lake Michigan during a training exercise and 
remained there until 1990 when it was recovered and restored by the US Navy. 
The aircraft will remain on display in the Museum until another Dauntless, also 
recovered from Lake Michigan, can be restored for exhibit.
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Oral Histories 
According to Veterans Administration statistics, the number of living World War 
II veterans will slip below 2 million in the coming year. Compared to the 16 million 
Americans that participated in the war, this number has continued to drive our 
urgent mission to gather as many invaluable oral histories as possible. To date, the 
Museum has collected over 3,500 priceless personal accounts from every branch 
of service and theater of operations, from the battle front to the Home Front, 
including men and women of all races, even some who fought for the Axis powers.

In fiscal year 2009, Museum historians were able to record 407 video accounts in high 
definition, representing vets from 36 states. This collection will not only be available to 
future researchers, but also play a prominent role in future exhibitions and the Museum 
expansion. Here are just a few of the veterans they spoke with in 2009.

Jesus Gonzalez – Vancouver, Canada
Gonzalez grew up in Manila during the war. His older brother was a member of the 
Filipino Resistance who was later captured and executed by the Japanese. Prior to that, 
Jesus and his brother assisted in the escape of US Marine Captain James Carrington 
from Bilibad Prison in Manila.  Jesus and his brother aided Carrington in his escape by 
putting him in their horse-drawn cart and evading Japanese guards until Carrington was 
able to join the guerillas in the Filipino jungles.

Jim Goodrich – Iwo Jima, Japan/Enid, OK
Goodrich enlisted in the US Marines in 1942 at the age of sixteen.  Assigned to the 
2nd Marine Division, Goodrich first saw action at Guadalcanal and later at the bloody 
battle of Tarawa.  His tour complete, Goodrich was sent home to the US where he 
was picked up by the 5th Marine Division and assigned as cadre for the new division, 
slated to land on Iwo Jima in February 1945. Goodrich landed on Iwo Jima in the first 
wave with the 27th Marines as a machine gunner.  He was ultimately wounded on the 
20th day of the battle by machine gun rounds to the stomach.  While on a trip to Iwo 
Jima, Museum staff met Mr. Goodrich and documented his first return to the island 
since the battle in 1945.  A formal oral history was later conducted at Goodrich’s 
home in Enid, Oklahoma.

Edward LaPorta – Smyrna, GA 
LaPorta served in the 1st Armored Division, 6th Armored Infantry Regt, G Co. He was 
involved in the invasion of Oran, captured at Kasserine Pass and carried a man 85 miles 
from one POW camp to another just so the man could get back to the states and meet 
his daughter.

Karl Mann – Yardley, PA
Mann served with the 45th Infantry Division, 157th Infantry Regiment, HQ Company 
from the invasion of Anzio until the end of the war.  After the Vosges Mountain 
campaign Mann was recruited by Colonel Felix Sparks to act as Sparks’ German 
interpreter.  He was with Sparks at every moment including the liberation of the Dachau 
Concentration Camp.  Mann and Sparks were among the first Americans to enter the 
camp and find the infamous “Death Train” and liberate the tortured and emaciated 
victims of Nazi barbarity.  Ted Paluch survived the infamous Malmedy 

Massacre, an atrocity that galvanized troops 
fighting in the Battle of the Bulge.



  
Ted Paluch – Philadelphia, PA
Paluch served with the 285th Field Artillery Observation Battalion from its activation 
in the United States until the end of the war in Europe.  On the morning of December 
17, 1944, Paluch and the 285th were in a column heading towards the Belgian town 
of Malmedy when they were attacked by elements of Kampfgruppe Peiper.  The small 
column was quickly overwhelmed and Paluch was taken prisoner.  Germans began to fire 
into the crowd of American POWs and many were killed.  Wounded, Paluch managed 
to escape, one of the few survivors of the infamous Malmedy Massacre.

William Pena – Houston, TX
Pena enlisted in the US Army in 1942 after completing his college education.  He was 
assigned to the 28th Infantry Division where he first saw combat as a platoon leader of an 
infantry platoon in the Huertgen Forest.  While in the Huertgen, Pena lost more than 
half of his platoon to the fierce fighting.  While serving in the Colmar Pocket in 1945, 
Pena stepped on a mine and the resulting injury caused him to lose his left leg.  He was 
awarded the Silver Star for gallantry and the Purple Heart.

Gunther Rall – Bad Reichenhall, Germany
Gunther Rall ranks as the third highest scoring fighter ace of all time.  He  enlisted in the 
German Luftwaffe in 1938 and first saw action and claimed his first victory as a fighter 
pilot in JG 52 during the Battle of Britain.  Rall went on to serve with JG 52 throughout 
the war serving on the Eastern Front and on the Western Front in 1944 scoring a grand 
total of 275 aerial victories.  General Rall died in October of 2009.

George Sichler – Los Lunas, NM
Sichler served as a Platoon Sergeant in E Company, 2nd Battalion, 157th Infantry, 45th 
Infantry Division where he took part in every operation the 45th ID was involved in. 
During his time in the 157th Infantry, he saw intense combat in four different countries 
and was wounded numerous times, three of which were received at Anzio. 

Veterans of the U.S.S. Laffey (DD-724)
Several veterans of the famous destroyer Laffey were interviewed for inclusion in the 
Museum’s planned Campaigns Pavilion.  On April 16, 1945, while on picket duty at 
Radar Picket Station #1 off Okinawa, the Laffey was attacked by no less than 80 Japanese 
Kamikaze aircraft.  In a running battle that lasted almost an hour, the Laffey sustained six 
kamikaze hits and four bomb hits.  Through the intrepidity of her gallant crew, the small 
destroyer remained afloat and managed to shoot down eleven enemy aircraft.  The Laffey 
was awarded the Presidential Unit Citation for her actions off Okinawa Radar Picket 
Station #1 that day.   

John Wicklund – Dallas, TX
Wicklund was a member of F Company, 2nd Battalion, 382nd Infantry, 96th Infantry 
Division. He saw action on the Philippine island of Leyte where he was involved in fierce 
combat against the Japanese who were occupying the island. Originally assigned to carry 
the M2 flamethrower, he was reassigned as F Company First Scout after dropping his 
flamethrower in the swamps just inland from the invasion beach he landed on. 

Gunther Rall later served as an advisor for the 
US Air Force.

Ari Phoutrides was one of the veterans of the 
U.S.S. Laffey interviewed by the Museum.

The U.S.S. Laffey prior to attack.

The heavily damaged crew’s quarters of the 
U.S.S. Laffey.
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The National World War II Museum not only serves as a 
tribute to the men and women who won the war, but also as 
a historical resource for people of all ages and at all levels of 
understanding. And now the lessons of World War II can 
be shared regardless of location. These are only a few of the 
programs that have educated and inspired the public in the last 
year.  See our map on pages 16 and 17 to see what we have been 
doing to bring the Museum to your state!

Science and Technology Website 
The World War II years ushered in more advances in 
technology, medicine and other math and science related 
fields than any other era in history. Now students can 
explore how these advances affected not only the war, but 
our lives today, at The Science & Technology of WWII 
website (www.ww2sci-tech.org).

The Museum produced the site as a creative and educational 
tool for exploring advances in everything from the food we eat 
to the way we travel to the atomic bomb. The website, as well 
as a colorful and informative free classroom poster, was made 
possible in part through funding from the GE Foundation.

Inspired by World War II era designs and themes, the site  
lets visitors enter a darkroom to discover artifacts from the 
Museum’s science and technology collection, travel a timeline 
of the Manhattan Project, submit answers to ethical questions 
about the use of technology in warfare and send a top-secret 
coded message to friends.  Interactive features such as “Ask the 
Expert” and “Top Ten List” allow students to get feedback to 
their questions and vote for what they think some of the most 
important breakthroughs of the war years.

For teachers, the site offers lesson plans investigating radar 
and sonar technologies and analyzing how the Allies used the 
moon and tides to plan the D-Day invasion at Normandy.  A 
free classroom poster traces many modern conveniences back 
to World War II advances in science and technology. 

In addition to the teaching tools on the website, The National 
World War II Museum also offers a Virtual Field Trip 
videoconference focusing on science and technology in World 
War II. This is one of many programs available to schools with 
videoconferencing capabilities.

National History Day 
For the first time since 2004, Louisiana 
students joined those in 48 other states, and 
the District of Columbia, in participating 
in National History Day.  The state 
competition was held at The National World War II Museum 
in New Orleans on Saturday, May 2, 2009. Students that 
qualified on a state level competed in National History Day in 
College Park, MD on June 14 – 19, 2009.

The Museum took on the challenge of sponsoring National 
History Day in Louisiana and addressing the needs of thousands 
of National History Day contestants across the country 
who created World War II-themed projects.  The Museum 
sponsored a prize at National History Day for the best World 
War II-themed projects in both the Junior and Senior categories.  

National History Day, which began in 1974, is the nation’s 
leading educational program for history education in the schools.  
The program annually draws more than two million participants 
in grades six through twelve from all over the country.  National 
History Day also provides educational services to students and 
teachers, including a summer internship program, curricular 
materials, online resources and annual teacher workshops and 
training institutes. 

Travel 
With behind the scenes access to historic sites, world-renowned 
historians and the personal accounts of World War II veterans, 
the Museum’s Five Star Tours are the ultimate field trip. These 
luxury tours allow participants of all ages to literally walk in 
the footsteps of the Allied forces for an experience that is both 
educational and emotional. 

In 2009, the Museum took groups on the popular Victory in 
Europe Tour, coinciding with the 65th anniversary of D-Day, and 
a Battle of the Bulge tour. 

William Cormier from Ridgeview Charter School in Sandy Springs, GA, 
placed first in the 8th Grade category of the Museum’s Art Contest.

Education



The Museum thanks the following donors whose support makes our exhibits, educational programs, outreach initiatives and 
commemorative events possible. These generous individuals help us increase understanding of the war that changed the world amongst 
people of all ages across the country.

Stone Energy Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. C. Paul Hilliard
Whitney National Bank
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Laborde
Mr. and Mrs. Philip G. Satre
Mrs. Virginia Eason Weinmann

Chevron
Superior Energy Services, Inc. 
Veolia Transportation Inc.
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Cox Communications
Entergy
Mr. and Mrs. Alan I. Franco
Humana, Inc.
Tawani Foundation
Mrs. Stephen E. Ambrose
Anonymous
Capt. and Mrs. William A. Bisso III
Mathes Brierre Architects
Tidewater Inc.
International Matex Tank Terminals Ltd.
The Ralph M. Parsons Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond C. Burton
Mr. and Mrs. H. Mortimer “Tim” Favrot, 
Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. John E. Koerner III
Mr. David R. Voelker
Jewish Endowment Foundation
aos/associated office systems
AT&T South
Bisso Marine Company
Cudd Foundation

Eugenie and Joseph Jones Family 
Foundation

Jones Walker Waechter Poitevent Carrere 
& Denegre LLP

The Lupin Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Lorise N. Naquin
Peoples Health
VT Halter Marine, Inc.
Mr. Frank H. Walk

Patrick F. Taylor Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. M. Cleland Powell III
Peter A.  Mayer Advertising, Inc.
Capital One Bank
Gainsburgh Benjamin, David, Meunier, & 
Warshauer LLC

Brig. Gen. and Mrs. Thomas Beron
Commodore Thomas J. Lupo Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. J. Ollie Edmunds, Jr.
Harrah’s New Orleans Casino
Hasbro, Inc.
Japanese American National Museum
Col. James N. Pritzker (Ret.)
Textron Marine & Land

Crescent Sound & Light, Inc.
Stewart Enterprises, Inc
Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. St. Denis J. Villere
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Becker
Mr. Leonard C. Tallerine, Jr.

Acadian Ambulance Service Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Adams
Baptist Community Ministries
Mr. Mark Konjevod
KPMG Peat Marwick LLP

Chemsearch
Mr. D. J. Miller
Mr. Roy A. Pickren
Bollinger Shipyards
Mr. Charles Boudreaux
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Bunce
Burke Properties
Mr. Arthur A. and The Honorable 
Jacquelyn Clarkson, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William M. Detweiler
Mr. Red Dumesnil
Mr. and Mrs. Robert T. Hayes
Mr. James B. Haynie
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Hess
Ms. Jean W. Horn
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin L. “Buddy” Jacobs
Laitram, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Malott
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Mistrot
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Munchrach
NCHM Charities
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Pattarozzi
Maj. Gen. and Mrs. Oliver L. Peacock
Preis & Roy
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Shannon, Jr.
Stewart Capital, LLC
Thibodaux Orthopaedic and Sports 
Medicine Clinic

Program Supporters FY2009
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In New Orleans
High School Quiz Bowl – This student 
competition focuses on WWII facts, trivia and 
ideals, like teamwork.

First Thursday Wargames – Gamers at all 
levels meet to discuss educational Wargames 
and plan future events for the public.

Lagniappe Lectures – The Museum regularly 
hosts historians, authors and veterans for 
these free lectures.

Living History Corps – Once a month, 
volunteer reenactors explain the uniforms and 
weapons of the war to Museum visitors.

Lunchbox Lectures – On the first and third 
Thursday of every month, guest speakers and 
Museum staff offer lectures on a wide array of 
WWII-related topics.

The Mason Lecture Series – This monthly 
lecture series has featured such distinguished 
guests as Tom Brokaw, General Jack Vessey, 
Rick Atkinson and other historians, authors 
and WWII vets.

Music at the Museum – Featuring everything 
from local musicians to travelling bands from 
universities and high schools, the Museum 
takes every opportunity to feature the music 
of the war years and patriotic standards.

Sunday Swing – This popular summer 
programs includes free dance lessons and 
music by some of the city’s most talented jazz 
and swing musicians. 

Quiz Nite – The twice a year Quiz Nite brings 
WWII buffs from across the region to test their 
knowledge.

KEY
Art Contest – Middle school students from 
across the country participated in our annual 
Student Art Contest. They were asked to 
create a work of art in conjunction with the 
exhibit Fighting for Democracy: Who is the 
“We” in “We the People?”

Distance Learning – Advances in technology 
have made it possible for students to take 
Virtual Field Trips to the Museum. Since the 
beginning of this program, the Education staff 
have been able to reach students in several 
states as well as Canada.

Essay Contest – High school students from 
across the country participated in our annual 
Student Essay Contest. They were asked to 
research and write an essay in conjunction 
with the exhibit Fighting for Democracy: Who is 
the “We” in “We the People?”

Field trips – Students travelled from across 
the region to visit the Museum in New Orleans. 
Many had the opportunity to tour the exhibits 
with an actual WWII veteran.

Heat of Battle – WWII gamers came from 
across the country for the Museum’s annual 
Heat of Battle Convention. This educational 
wargaming event continues to grow each year.

Operation Footlocker – Students had the 
opportunity to experience WWII artifacts first-
hand with this travelling collection. Students 
donned white gloves to handle WWII ration 
books, magazines and more.

Kitchen Memories – The Museum collected 
hundreds of accounts of food in wartime 
with this new program. Participants also sent 
recipes that made do with limited quantities 
for the greater good. 

Knit Your Bit – In 2009, the Museum collected 
over 3,000 hand-knitted scarves from knitters 
around the globe. These warm symbols of 
gratitude have been distributed to VA Centers 
across the U.S.

Oral History – The Museum’s Research staff 
are on the road much of the year collecting 
as many stories of the war as they can. 
These first-hand accounts have been used 
in exhibits, Museum film projects and more 
and will be an invaluable resource to future 
studies of World War II.

Speakers Bureau – Veterans and volunteers 
travel throughout the region to talk about the 
Museum and the importance of its mission. 
They have visited libraries, schools, corporate 
events, clubs and retirement centers, inspiring 
everyone in their wake.
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Like many non-profit organizations around the country, The National World  
War II Museum faced unique economic challenges at the start of the 2009 fiscal 
year.  Yet thanks to the commitment of over 130,000 Charter Members, the Museum 
received enough operating support to surpass the program’s goal for the year.

Charter Members’ consistent support throughout the 2009 fiscal year allowed the 
Museum to gain $5.2 million in gross operating revenue.  

This level of support was particularly inspiring because many Members were dealing 
with the impact of the nation’s economic slowdown themselves.  Invoking the spirit of 
teamwork demonstrated by the Greatest Generation during WWII, Charter Members 
responded to our requests and made a special effort to renew memberships and give 
additional gifts.  By the end of the fiscal year, their collective generosity provided $689,227 
more than the budgeted goal for 2009. 

The National World War II Museum is grateful that Charter Members chose to continue 
their support this past year.

Geographical Distribution of Charter Members
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Like the Charter Members, Patriots Circle members remained committed to the Museum. 

Through gifts ranging from $1,000 to $10,000, 599 individuals and organizations around 
the country provided $942,798 in operational support for the Museum during FY09.  
Their contributions were a huge help in maintaining the quality of Museum exhibits, while 
providing valuable resources to collect meaningful artifacts and personal accounts from the 
WWII era.

While the total gross revenue was down about 10% from FY08’s record-setting year, the 
Museum was greatly encouraged to see that despite the economic climate these high-level 
members made a special effort to remain engaged with the Museum.  

A special thank you goes to the Museum’s Board of Trustees.  As testament to their support 
of the mission of The National World War II Museum, Trustees contributed a combined 
total of $381,517 to the Patriots Circle during FY09.

Knowing that the leadership of the Museum was willing to contribute their own funds 
to help the Museum was great encouragement to members when deciding to renew 
their support.  

Geographical Distribution of Patriot Circle Members
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Four Star
Mr. and Mrs. Herschel L. Abbott, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Barksdale

Capt. and Mrs. William A. Bisso III

Joy and Boysie Bollinger

Gen. and Mrs. Walter E. Boomer, USMC 
(Ret)

Raymond C. Burton, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Coleman

Angus R. Cooper

Mr. James A. Courter

Mr. and Mrs. H. Mortimer “Tim” Favrot, Jr.

Mr. James R. Fisher

Alan and Diane Franco 

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Georges

Mr. and Mrs. C. Paul Hilliard

Mr. and Mrs. David M. Knott

Mr. John E. Koerner III

Mr. John Leseth 
IHO Trygue A. Leseth and Marcelle G. 
Leseth

Mr. and Mrs. Frank L. Levy

Kevin and Lesley Lilly

The Gustaf Westfeldt McIlhenny Familiy 
Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Gordon H. “Nick” Mueller

MWH Global, Inc.

Rich and Jan Pattarozzi

Major General and Mrs. Oliver L. Peacock

Winifred and Kevin P. Reilly, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William P. Rutledge

Phil and Jennifer Satre Family Charitable 
Fund at the Community Foundation of 
Western Nevada

Lori and Bobby Savoie

Curt and Shonda Schilling

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore G. Solomon

Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Stewart, Jr.

Paul Tagliabue

John A. Cori and Jean Treber 
IMO T/5 Edward L. Simonson; 348th 
Combat Engineers; 2/43-10/45

David R. Voelker

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Weggeland

Mrs. Virginia Eason Weinmann and 
Ambassador John G. Weinmann

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce N. Whitman

Gov. and Mrs. Pete Wilson

Three Star
Mr. and Mrs. W. Ross Anderson

Brandon and Daphne Berger

Anthony and Karen Buckingham

Bill and Mary Lee Dixon

William & Martha Ford Fund

Mrs. Agnes R. Hayden 
IHO Donald C. Hayden

Mr. and Mrs. Donald C. Jones

Dorothy Whitworth Lester

R.E. “Bob” Miller

Mr. Edward C. Mathes

The John J. McArdle III and Joan Creamer 
McArdle Foundation

Lucy N. and Lorise M. Naquin

Mr. and Mrs. M. Cleland Powell and the 
LinHunSco Fund

Leta Reiner 
IHO LTC Raphael A. Reiner

Gladys Schneidmiller and Gary T. 
Schneidmiller

Ms. Alma Jane Shepard

Mr. John Turner 
IHO Bert Sigler Turner

Two Star
310th Bomb Wing Veterans 

IHO James and Susan Gundlach

Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Beckman

Dr. and Mrs. Scott LeGrant Beech

Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Bouillion

Estelle C. Brashears 
IHO Charles W. Brashears

Arabelle J. Burnett Trust 
IHO Waldo C. & AraBelle J. Burnett

F. Gary Cunningham 
IHO 1st. Lt. John H. Cunningham and 
Roderick Henderson Outland, USN

Donald F. and Peggy S. DePascal

Steve Stumpf 
IHO Edward C. Durr

Lawrence and Ashely Garcia

Maj. John J. Groth (USA)

LTC and Mrs. Ronald M. Guiberson

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory J. Hammer, Sr.

Adrea D. Heebe

Capt. and Mrs. Earl L. Ittmann, Jr.

SGT. Robert E. Jacoby, USA (Ret)

Lisa and Tom Joyce

Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Keith, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Adrian S. Kornman

Gregory A. Kozmetsky 
IHO George Kozmetsky and E.W. 
Hendrick

Mr. Robert F. Le Bien 
IHO James Arthur Lazerwitz

Jose F. Luna 
IHO Gus B. Luna WWII Vet-Army

Max and Pearl Ann Marco

Tom and Marla McCullough

Dr. Joseph and Mrs. Marianne Ojile

Mr. Thomas O’Lenic 
IHO William D. O’Lenic

Ms. Peggy Powell 
IHO James R. Connors, Jr. and Mrs. 
Margaret Connors

John & Lynn Raber 
IHO Dr. Paul Raber and Mr. Dick Arnold

David and Lynn Rodrigue

Mr. Michael Russell 
IHO Harold C. Russell

Patriots Circle Donors



Mr. Jack D. Samuelson

Nicholas G. Sarikas

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Freeman

Robert and Debra Patrick

Robert V. Siebel

Katie Sinclair 
IHO Staff Sgt. L. M. “Buddy” Sinclair

Curtis and Helen Sorrells

Mr. Ben Stapelfeld 
IHO Verva J. Moyer and Bernard F. 
Stapelfeld

Mr. Manfred Steinfeld

Patrick F. Taylor Foundation\Buddy Jacobs

Margie and Sandy Villere

Mr. Michael R. Wallace 
IHO Stephen E. Ambrose

George P. Waters

Mr. Richard L. Weaver 
IHO Howard Dale Weaver; Donald L. 
Weaver and Harry Clark

Jack Wheeler 
IHO Edward Gillispie Wheeler

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Wolf

Ms. Cathleen Woomert 
IHO Earl R. Woomert

One Star
Acadian Ambulance Service

Joseph M. Accurso, M.D. and Mrs. B. 
Renee Accurso 
IHO Mr. Sherlock A. “Skip” Herrick Jr.

Acme Refrigeration of Baton Rouge

Ron and Karen Adams

Mr. Robert A. Akins 
IHO T.W. Akins

Renee Allen-Carlson 
IHO Desley D. Allen

American Legion Post #19

Mr. Paul Andrzejczuk

Agnes Arne 
IHO Sgt. Robert S. Higgins, USAF 
16,057,678 and Frederick M. Arner

Mr. Dick Askew 
IHO Lt. Col. Hugh Askew

Mr. Joseph H. Astrachan

Mr. Walter T. Autry

Mr. Robert J. Bailey 
IHO Leonard Crawford

Mrs. Judith M. Baldwin 
IHO R. Gamble Baldwin

Robert H. Barlow

Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Baty 
IHO Marcia Stanhope Baty

William and Sherry Beasley 
IHO Roger A. Allen and Richard L. 
Beasley

Mr. Michel Bechtel

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Becker

Mr. Justin Bein

Mr. Richard McCree 
IHO Harold E. King

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bell

Col. Henry J. Benit, USAF (Ret.)

Mr. Robert A. Benz 
IHO Frank C. Humphrey, Jr.

George W. Bermant

K. Marianne Berner and Dr. Todd Berner
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Beyond Reynosa Foundation

Mr. Donald Bidwell

Ms. Shirley Bleaman 
IHO Milton Bleaman

Mr. Dick Boyce

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald A. Boze 
IHO All Veterans

Mr. Philip S. Bradford - VT17

Mr. Donald F. Brady 
IHO Lionel Hymel

Harry A. Brandt

Mae Leathers Bray 
IHO John C. Bray

Mr. A. Vernon Brinson

Jeremy T. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Ollie D. Brown, Jr.

Stephen W. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Kim Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Abe Brownstein

Broyhill Family Foundation

Stephen A. Bryant

Colin K. and Kerry Hendon Buell 
IHO Ralph L. Buell III; L. G. Brown and 
Marvin G. Kleypas

Kenneth S. Buran, M.D.

Michael and Patricia Burke 
IHO Joseph Michael Burke and John G. 
Malloy

Terri L. Burton

Marilyn A. Callaly 
IHO Hugh F. Callaly

Mr. Robert K. Cannon 
IHO Alfred Richard Cannon - WWII 
Vet and Herbert Edwin Cannon - WWII 
Vet

Mr. Robert D. Carone

Mrs. Nancy Mikell Carruth 
IHO Samuel D. Haas and Franklin T. 
Mikell

John B. Carter

Mr. Stephen H. Cate 
IHO Frank T. Cate, SGT. Army and 
Robert G. Harper, Lt., USMC

Mr. and Mrs. James Causey

Mr. James Causley, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Clinton M. Cavett

Central Parking Corporation

Mr. Winslow J. Chadwick

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Charbonnet

Mr. and Mrs. William J. Chaucer, Jr.

Mr. Charles E. Cheever, Jr. 
IHO Col. Charles E. Cheever, Sr.  
       (3rd Army)

         Mr. Darryl K. Christen 
IHO Louis M. Christen

J. N. Cimino

Mr. and Mrs. Dudley W. Coates

James B. Cobb, USAF (Ret)

Tyrone J. Collins, M.D. 
IHO Dr. Limone C. Collins, Sr.

Mr. Anthony Comparato

Lisa Condrey

Mr. Merlin L. Conrad 
IHO Marvin H. Conrad

Mr. Rulon William Cook

Mr. John D. Cooke

George A. Costan

Mr. George W. Couch III 
IHO George W. Couch, Jr.

Mr. David Crockett 
IHO George L. Crockett - WWII Vet

Mr. Kenneth W. Davis

Mrs. Paul M. Davis, Jr. 
IHO Dr. Paul M. Davis, Jr. and Stephen 
Ambrose

Col. and Mrs. William J. Davis

Mr. Samuel A. De Leone 
IHO Pasquale De Leone and Carmen  
De Leone

Mr. Gerald D. Deeney

Mr. Robert V. Delaney 
IHO Cassin W. Craig

Frances K. Dibner

Marjorie L. Dickman 
IHO Charles Dickman

Mr. Caleb H. Didriksen 
IHO Caleb Didriksen, Jr. and William J. 
Brown

Mr. Bill Dinis

Mr. Harry A. Donovan

Mary Dumestre & Guy Johnson



Ms. Beatrice A. Eckart 
IHO Jose Peria Vazquez

Ms. Patricia Edwards

Dr. and Mrs. Steven Eisenfeld

Mr. John Elder 
IHO Charles S. Elder, Jr.

Mr. Clayton Englar

Clayton E. Erickson

Mr. Michael Esposito

Mr. Jerry B. Estein

Trish and John Eubanks

Mr. Lawrence W. Evans

Mr. Thomas Falgiatore 
IHO 1st Lt. Anthony T. Falgiatore

Ms. Julie Fallin 
IHO Jean R. Sutton

Mr. George Fancher, Jr. 
IHO Clyde Keithly

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Farnsworth

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas B. Favrot

Gilbert R. Larson and Denise Larson 
Fenton

Mr. Todd Fernstrum 
IHO Robert William Fernstrum

Peggy A. Fisher 
IHO Arthur Lee Fisher

James F. Fleming

Shirley Foreman 
IHO Roy Lee Foreman

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald E. Hodnefield

Mr. William L. Fraim 
IHO John Pearson Fraim, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. James B. Francis, Jr.

The Alta and John Franks Foundation 
IHO John Franks

Mr. William S. French 
IHO Thomas McIntyre French

Ms. Lorraine C. Friedrichs 
IHO Donelson T. Caffery

Mr. Marcus Frost 
IHO Alton Frost

Ms. Yoshie Fujioka 
IHO Mitsuru Fujioka

Mr. Rafael Matienzo

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald N. Furseth

Dr. Keith R. Gibson 
IHO Frank P. Alfano - WWII Vet

Mr. Mark S. Gilman 
IHO Joseph R. Gilman

Mrs. Mathew Gladstein 
IHO Mathew Gladstein

Mr. Lane Gober 
IHO Halphen Bernard

Ms. Clem Goldberger

Mr. Barry Gossett 
IHO Joe B. Gossett, USMC

Candace Ann Graham

Mr. R. N. Graham

Mary Winton Green

JoAnn and Harry Greenberg Fund

Mrs. Maureen R. Guerry 
IHO John J. “Bud” Ryan

Mr. and Mrs. James O. Gundlach

Gus Gustafson

Dr. John M. Hale 
IHO Mr. John P. Hale

In Memory of James Halverstadt

Mr. Dan Hammond  
IHO Elmer M. Hammond

Lawrence C. Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Hart N. Hasten 
IHO Bernard Hasten

Cheryl A. Herman 
IHO John Dale Allenbaugh

Mr. James B. Hersch 
IHO William R. Hersch, USN and Leon 
Hersch, USN

Mr. Donald Hitzeman 
IHO Irene C. Hitzeman

Mrs. Lauraine Hoensheid 
IHO Warren Ralph Hoensheid

Lathrop G. Hoffman 
IHO Hallock Brown Hoffman; Peter B. 
Hoffman; Donald G. Hoffman and Robert 
C. Hoffman

Dan and Sarah Hogan

Mr. and Mrs. T. Jerome Holleran

Mr. George Hoskins 
IHO Raymond N. Hoskins

Hotel Management of New Orleans and 
Michael Valentino

W. D. Howells 
IHO William White Howells

Mr. Wendle W. Huddleston

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Hutson

Mr. Jerold D. Jacobson

Mr. Daniel C. Jacuzzi

Mr. David James

Mr. and Mrs. Frank T. Jeffes

Mrs. Le Clair Johansen 
IHO Harry G. Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Johnson 
IHO Edward H. Taylor

Mr. John A. Johnson

Pearl Don Johnston 
IHO Mr. Charles E. Johnston

Mr. and Mrs. Earle F. Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Harold B. Judell 
IHO John Freiberg

Mr. Buck Kamphausen 
IHO Capt. Dan Kamphausen

Mr. Brian M. Keelty

Mr. Charles Ray Kellogg, Jr. 
IHO Charles Ray Kellogg

The Kelly Family Foundation

Mr. Jack R. Kemp 
IHO E. D. Bergeron

Mr. John M. Key

Mrs. Fenton Keyes 
IHO Fenton Keyes

Karen Kilhenny 
IHO Joseph P. Kilhenny

Marvin P. Kimmel 
IHO Stanley Kimmel

Mr. Brian Kincaid

Mr. David Knox 
IMO Mr. Allan A. Rimmer, Lt. 
Commander, USNR
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Mark R. Konjevod

Mr. Ken Kriz 
IHO Don Kriz and Ernie Coufal

Robert “Moose” Kustra

Mr. Joseph Laborde

Mr. Charles W. Lane III

Mrs. Aubrey J. LaPlace

Lauricella Land Company Foundation

H. Ward Lay Foundation

Lois H. Lazaro

Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Leander

Mr. John G. Ledes

Mr. Wendell R. Lee

Joseph and Stephanie Leimkuhler 
IHO Mr. Donald W. Pullan

Mark and Patti Lenz

Mr. Jack Levins 
IHO Samuel Levins and Melvin Newman

Jonathan L. Levy

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Levy and Ann Levy 
Kantor 
IMO Ben Levy, Jr.

Nancy F. Lindau 
IHO Paschal Riley Yarbrough, USN

Deborah G. Lindsay

Lorance D. Lisle 
IHO Samuel Dix

Mrs. Ross Little 
IHO W. McKerall O’Niell

Donavon & Glorianne Loeslie

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Long

Charles Towers, Jr.

Herbert J. Louis, M. D.

Mr. Luke Lynch

Mrs. Rebecca Mackie

Ms. Lorinda Madison

Dr. and Mrs. Neil J. Maki

Ms. Jane R. Marlatt 
IHO Lt. Willis Charles Marlatt

Mr. and Mrs. B.A. Martinez, Jr.

Russell H. Mattfeldt

Col. and Mrs. David F. Matthews (Ret.)

Ms. Marie L. Matthews

Mrs. Carol McCarthy Duhme 
IHO Lt. Sheldon Ware

Mr. and Mrs. Paul E. McCrea

Richard and Cindy McCurdy

E. Jean McDuffie

Mr. and Mrs. Albert S. McGhee 
IHO Col. Lloyd E. Arnold, USAF

J. Thomas McGreer III 
IHO John Thomas McGreer, Jr. Maj., 
USARMC

Lieutenant Commander Chester Andrew 
McLarty, Medical Corps US Navy 
Reserve

Peter T. McLean

Capt. and Mrs. Richard P. Meaux, USN 
(Ret.)

Patricia A. Meid (Lt Col, USMCR/R)

Mrs. Joan S. Mendenhall 
IHO William Mendenhall III - WWII 
Vet

Miami Corporation

Mr. Michael W. Michelson

Mr. John C. Miller

Mr. Stewart C. Mills, Jr.

Mr. Peter Mindock 
IHO Stephen W. Mindock

Charles K. and Lorraine W. Minton 
IHO Sgt. Ned Jones Winkler

Mark G. Mod

C.M. Mohney 
IHO Lilburn H. Lay

Mr. Jerome Moiso

Mr. Theodore R. Montuori

Arthur Moore

Edward E. and Michelle S. Moore 
IHO Joseph J. Schuster and Be N. 
Moore II

Morgan Keegan & Company, Inc.

Mr. Robert Murray, USN 
IHO Mr. William L. Murray

Mr. Jack Nacht

Mr. Arnold J. Nass

Ms. Dorothy Duval Nelson

Mr. Bill Nicoll

Peter and Faith Nielsen

Nolmar Corporation 
IHO Nolan A. Marshall, Sr.

James H. Norick

Ava and Leon Nowalsky

Bradley P. Noyes, USNR

Mr. Ralph Ochsman

Joseph P. O’Dowd

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas O’Leary

Steven P. Olson, M.D. 
IHO Fred L. Olson

Mr. James W. O’Neil

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey O’Neill

Mr. William N. Osterman 
IHO Lewis N. Osterman, Jr.

Mr. Potter Palmer 
IHO Potter Palmer III

Mr. Haig Papaian, Jr.

Evelyn Parisot 
IHO Martin L. Parisot

Mr. Jonathan Parker

Mr. Daniel I. Paul

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Payne

Mr. John P. Pecora

Mr. and Mrs. Norvin L. Pellerin

Mr. Robert S. Perkin

Mr. Kenneth Petersen 
IHO Joseph H. Schmidt

David N. Pincus

Mr. David Platt 
IHO Sidney Platt and Beatrice Platt

Mr. William S. Potter 
IHO Arthur I. Appleton; Albert Whaley; 
Martha O’Driscoll; Floyd A. Potter

Herman J. “Dutch” Prager, Jr.

Mr. Scott W. Pray 
IHO Charles Edward Pray



Mr. Albert R. Pudvan 
IHO Dr. William R. Pudvan

Mr. Ed Quinn 
IHO MSGT Charles D. McGehee

Mr. and Mrs. Bo Ramsay

Mr. Stephen M. Ray 
IHO Stephen T. Ray

Isla and T. R. Reckling

Marc Duerden, M.D.

Alan and Patricia Rein 
IHO Leonard Rein; Walter B. Davis

Mr. John A. Reulet, Sr.

Dr. Homer C. Rice

Mr. R. Randolph Richmond

Mr. J. Peter Ricketts

Mr. Bruno Rinas

Mr. Eric J. Robbins 
IHO Leonard S. Robbins

Mr. James Rockhold 
IHO Billy R. Rockhold

Regina Roth 
IHO Russell S. Whitman II

Mr. Gary Rupnik 
IHO Henry J. Rupnik

Mr. Richard J. Ryan 
IHO Richard Joseph Ryan

Peter Salenius 
IHO Elmer W. Salenius

Mr. Roland Salisbury

The Salvation Army 
IHO The Salvation Army Donut Girls

Mr. Jack D. Samuelson

Robert E. Schmidt 
IHO Sgt. Edward Hampton Schmidt

Duane C. Schue and Agnes M. Bianco

Mrs. Maxine Seidel

Mrs. Anne T. Shafer 
IHO Guy Carlton Shafer

Lewis W. Shaw II

Mr. Lanier Shelnutt 
IHO all family members and friends who 
served

Cynthia Sheppard

Ms. Phyllis Siddall 
IHO LCDR Frank Sanborn Siddall, USN

Mr. Jeremy F. Simpson 
IHO Orville Simpson; Lowe Simpson

The Julia and Albert Smith Foundation

Mr. Arnold Spielberg

Mr. Kenneth Spitler 
IHO Hugh Franklin Spitler; Wesley Allen 
Pitcock

Mr. Harry Stauffer 
IHO Monroe A. Stauffer

Mr. and Mrs. Moise S. Steeg, Jr.

Dr. Michael E. Steppe

Mr. and Mrs. William H. Stone

Margaret W. Strong

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd L. Sweeney

Mrs. Doris M. Swenson 
IHO Richard Arthur Swenson -  
WWII Vet

Mr. Henry Swieca

Mr. Ronald E. Tarrson 
IHO Jim Stone

Dorothy E. (Betty) Thomas

Mr. Fred W. Thomas 
IHO John G. Thomas, Jr.

Mr. Robert E. Trader

Anonymous gift in honor of Kenneth G. 
Traudt and Bernadine Traudt

Cynthia Crowell Troop

A. Raymond and Eileen Tye

Robert Uhler 
IHO Pvt. Harry Sutton, KIA, Sword 
Beach

LCDR Seibert A. Ungemach 
IHO William Zuegel

Mr. Lorenzo J. Uribe

Charles J. and Kathleen F. Van Horn

Mr. John Veatch 
IHO John Emery Veatch - WWII Vet
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Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge - 
Southeast Florida Chapter

Vinson Guard Service, Inc.

Mr. Michael Vitoux 
IHO George Edward Vitoux

Claudia Vollmer Clyde Vollmer

W & T Offshore

Mr. Frank H. Walsh

Mr. Franklin H. Ward

Mr. Stephen M. Waters 
IHO John M. Waters

Mr. Charles Weill 
IHO Robert J. Weill, USA

The West Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. John H. West

Mrs. Alice Wheatley 
IHO John Ed Phillips

Dr. and Mrs. John S. White II

IHO Donald L. White

The Whitehead Foundation

Peter Wilhelm and Linda Greenway

Mr. Donald D. Williams 
IHO William D. Williams; Clarence 
Shelton

Mr. John A. Williams 
IHO Fred Williams; Floyd Williams; 
Murray Williams

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dudley 
Williams, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Wink, Jr.

George H. Wise 
IHO Forest D. Wise

Yavapai-Prescott Indian Tribe

Mr. and Mrs. John Yonover



The National World War II Museum’s Legacy Society is made up of 
a very special group of donors who have included the Museum in their 
estate plans through a bequest, trust or planned gift. In many cases, 
Legacy Society members receive significant tax advantages as a benefit 
for their foresight and commitment. But more importantly, these 
individuals and families are guaranteeing that we can continue to share 
the inspiring stories of sacrifice from World War II for many years to 
come. It is an honor to be a part of someone’s lasting legacy, and the 
Museum would like to thank the following Legacy Society members 
for their generous support.

Anne Anthony * in memory of 
Robert J. Hanbury

Frank Arian, M.D.

Craig and Lynn Bardell

Jerilyn Batina

Justin M. Bein

Donald T. “Boysie” Bollinger

Marilyn A. Bond*

Waldo C. and AraBelle J. Burnett  * 

Edward Camp

Capt. Carroll Campbell

Mr. and Mrs. M. Clinton Cannon

Edward C. Casaletto, Jr.

Daniel Castner

Dr. Sol Courtman

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Cowan

Tom Czekanski

Robert W. Dannelly *

Wm. Craig Dubishar

Delbert R. Duckworth

Roger L. Farney

Captain John Ford

Jay H. Frankel

Jerome Gewirtz *

Thaddeus Gruszecki *

David Martin Hendrick

Stephanie Nigh Hendrick

Madlyn and Paul Hilliard 

Grace O’Connor Hogan

Arthur Jones

Kearby Lyde

Mrs. Violet Michaels in memory of 
Anthony Michaels

Mrs. Myrtis L. “Jeri” Nims

Cdr. and Mrs. Henry O’Connor, 
USNR *

Joseph O’Dowd

Mrs. Kathleen “Kayo” Parker

Drs. David J. and Marti Peck

Lewis A. Post

Mr. and Mrs. Herman “Dutch” 
Prager, Jr.

Mr. Robert Prior

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Reilly, Sr.

Paul and Jo Ann Rivas

Urban G. Rump

Kathe A. Shields*

James H. Stone *

Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Stewart, Jr.

Georgette “Gigi” Viellion *

David R. Voelker

Michael B. Wanas and Karen 
Wibrew

Mrs. Liselotte L. Weil in honor of 
Leo Levy and Ferdinand Levy

Dr. and Mrs. William Wolf

Hank Zachry

And eleven other donors who wish 
to remain anonymous.

* Deceased

Legacy Society FY2009
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Support and Revenues
	 Grants	 $	  219,175 	 $	  18,039,182 			   $	 18,258,357 		  5,609,256
	 Contributions:
	 Capital Campaign	  			   7,735,483 	  			   7,735,483 		  3,422,511
	 Endowment					     $	  928,372 		   928,372 		  455,250
	 Other	  	 1,064,241 		   1,064,241 						      10,269,971
	 Memberships		   5,368,475 		   5,368,475 						      5,204,415
	 Admissions	  	 1,409,074 		   1,409,074 						      1,226,393
	 Facilities and property rental		   730,780 		   730,780 						      689,260
	 Sponsored events and conferences		   636,997 		   141,650 				     778,647 		  1,658,720
	 Gift shop		   521,567 		   521,567 						      634,318
	 Investment income (loss)		  306,906 		   (29,616)				     277,290 		  317,669
	 Sponsorships		   163,250 		   163,250 						      55,645
	 Miscellaneous		   4,621 		   4,621 						      485,908
	 Net assets released from restrictions		   22,808,569 		  (22,808,569)				     - 		  -
	
	 Total support and revenues 		   33,233,655 		   3,078,130 		   928,372 		   37,240,157 		  30,029,316
	
Expenses	
	 Capital Campaign fundraising and other	 	 1,484,488 	  					     1,484,488 		  1,665,114
	 Fundraising		   594,183 						       594,183 		  1,100,684
	 General and administrative		   1,373,028 	  					     1,373,028 		  1,625,632
	 Gift shop merchandise sold		   359,350 	  					     359,350 		  389,455
	 Loss on abandonment of buildings		   - 						       - 		  1,055,311
	 Museum expansion	  	 734,318 						       734,318 		  597,953
	 Museum operations	  	 5,726,692 						       5,726,692 		  5,554,879 
	 Public programs	  	 4,118,236 						       4,118,236 		  3,747,804 
	
	 Total expenses		   14,390,295 		   - 	  	 - 		   14,390,295 		  15,736,832 

Changes in Net Assets	  	 18,843,360 		   3,078,130 		   928,372 		   22,849,862 		  14,292,484 
	
Net Assets	
	 Beginning of year		   58,148,986 		   13,289,352 		   3,543,235 		   74,981,573 		  60,689,089 
	
	 End of year	 $	 76,992,346 	 $	  16,367,482 	  $ 	 4,471,607 	 $	  97,831,435 		  74,981,573

Unrestricted

2009

Temporarily
Restricted

Permanently
Restricted

 
Totals

2008 
Totals

The National World War II Museum, Inc. and Subsidiaries
June 30, 2009 

(with comparative totals for 2008)

Consolidated Statement of Activities  
and Changes in Net Assets FY2009



The National World War II Museum, Inc. and Subsidiaries
June 30, 2009

(with comparative totals for 2008)

2009 2008

ASSETS

Cash and cash equivalents $  23,397,409 $  40,553,969 

Investments  3,088,141  3,755,695 

Unconditional promises to give:

          Capital Campaign, net of allowances  8,328,676  3,900,025 

          Endowment, net of allowances  1,212,528  504,113 

          Other, net of allowances  670,386  629,535 

Grants receivable  1,736,570  1,306,748 

Interest receivable  11,042  32,231 

Notes receivable  24,719,480  5,239,995 

Gift shop inventory  401,923  432,208 

Other assets  246,155  313,600 

Property and equipment,

          net of accumulated depreciation  84,171,611  52,312,967 

Collections  5,069,659  4,700,654 

          Totals $  153,053,580 $  113,681,740 

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $  4,248,037 $  4,543,495 

Notes payable  49,474,108  34,156,672 

Line of credit  1,500,000  - 

          Total liabilities  55,222,145  38,700,167 

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted:

          Undesignated  76,255,347  57,817,671 

          Board designated  736,999  331,315 

          Total unrestricted net assets  76,992,346  58,148,986 

Temporarily restricted  16,367,482  13,289,352 

Permanently restricted  4,471,607  3,543,235 

          Total net assets  97,831,435  74,981,573 

          Totals $  153,053,580 $  113,681,740 

Consolidated Statement  
of Financial Position FY2009
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While fiscal year 2009 was a year for building, fiscal year 2010 has been a year for 
celebrating and new beginnings. Here are just a few images from our Experience the 
Victory Grand Opening Weekend, which featured a Grand Opening Premiere Party, 
the Dedication Ceremony, a Feed the Troops Luncheon, Opening Night Cocktail Party, 
Family Fun Day, Victory Stomp Block Party, the Stephen E. Ambrose Retrospective and 
an installment of our Mason Lecture Series. These events, both joyous and emotional, 
were attended by thousands of Museum constituents from across the nation.

Approximately 350 World War II veterans, accompanied by active 
military, were given a place of honor at the Dedication Ceremony.

The American Belles entertained the troops at the veterans’ luncheon.

The Victory Stomp featured music by legends 
Irma Thomas and Deacon John as well as an 
unforgettable fireworks display.

The stars came out for the celebration, 
including actor Tom Hanks, pictured here 
with actress Patricia Clarkson and her 
mother Jackie. Other talented attendees 
included James Cromwell, Ron Livingston, 
Rosemarie DeWitt, and, from the upcoming 
HBO miniseries The Pacific, Bill Sadler, Joe 
Mazzello and John Seda.

Vintage carnival games were a big hit at 
Family Fun Day.

The Fruits of Victory
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The Future

The National World War II Museum is in the midst of a major capital expansion that 
will double the size of its campus and provide America with the best public portrayal 
of the history and magnitude of World War II. This significant expansion project also 
brings with it an expanded mandate: to tell the entire story of America’s contribution to 
Allied victory in World War II – every service, every campaign, every hero. 

When America went to war, 50 million people registered for the draft and nearly 16 
million served in the Armed Forces.  The Campaigns Pavilion, currently in the planning 
stages, will present stories of bravery and sacrifice, duty and honor, in each branch of the 
military services, and all campaigns of World War II.  Through immersive environments 
that recreate the look and feel of a specific place and time, the Campaigns Pavilions will 
advance the story of the tremendous strength of the American Spirit.  

Closely following the Campaigns Pavilion, the Museum will construct the final two 
major exhibition pavilions in its expansion plan:  the Liberation Pavilion and the U.S. 
Freedom Pavilion – Land, Sea and Air.  The Liberation Pavilion will explore the vast 
human costs of the war, and America’s transition from war to peace.  Exhibits will 
send a bold message to many generations of Americans with a focus on why World 
War II matters today and into the future.  In the Liberation Pavilion, visitors of all 
ages will come to understand the importance of tolerance and the vigilance needed to 
defend our liberties.  

The U.S. Freedom Pavilion – Land, Sea and Air will showcase the macro artifacts of 
World War II. This building will highlight the planes, tanks, boats, and other pieces 
of military equipment that were vital to the Allied victory, and will feature advanced 
interactive exhibits designed to help visitors of all ages understand American war-time 
ingenuity at its finest.

When completed, this expansion will establish The National World War II Museum 
as the preeminent resource on the history, values, and lasting significance of America’s 
World War II experience. It will be a place for all generations to understand America’s 
strengths and values, to honor those who gave so much, and to remember the war that 
changed the world. 

The Campaigns Pavilion will present stories 
of bravery and sacrifice, duty and honor, in 
each branch of the military services, and all 
campaigns of World War II.

The Museum’s $300 million expansion is 
scheduled to be completed by 2015.
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THE NATIONAL WORLD WAR II MUSEUM
A HISTORY IN NUMBERS

June 6, 2000
The National D-Day Museum officially  
opens with over two-hundred thousand  

people in attendance.

December 7, 2001 
In an event rivaling the Museum grand  

opening, the D-Day Invasions in the Pacific 
gallery is unveiled.

September 25, 2003
The U.S. Congress designated The National D-Day 

Museum as the nation’s official World War II 
Museum. On June2, 2006, the name was changed 

to The National World War II Museum.

April 22, 2006
The Museum celebrates a milestone  

in its educational mission with the opening  
of E.J. Ourso Discovery Hall.

May 22, 2009
The Museum welcomes  

its 2 millionth visitor.

November 6, 2009
The Solomon Victory Theater, Stage Door Canteen 
and American Sector restaurant open to the public.

89,000 
artifacts

300,000
square feet of new construction for the 
completed National World War II Museum

2.1 million 
visitors to the Museum since 2000

120,000
Charter Members 
represent all 50 states

million 
In Annual Economic 

Impact By 2015$1
07
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June 6, 2010
The National WWII Museum  

celebrates its tenth anniversary!

80%
visitors travelled from 
outside New Orleans

of  

30%
visitors indicated that 
the Museum was the  

top reason  
for their visit to New Orleans

of  



945 Magazine Street, New Orleans, Louisiana  70130   |   www.nationalww2museum.org


